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Luke 2:1-7 
The Birth of Jesus 

2In those days a decree went out from Emperor 

Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This 

was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius 

was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 

registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 

in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house 

and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, 

to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

 

You may have noted that there is no reference 

to the Donkey that carried Mary from Nazareth 

to Bethlehem.  But we all know that the earliest 

images and stories we’ve been told about this 

journey Mary and Joseph made includes a 

donkey.   

The animals of the birth scene of Jesus have 

taken our imaginations to the mystery and 

wonder, the absolute miracle of the Birth of the 

Baby Jesus. 

Let’s delight in what we can learn from the 

animals as we Journey to Bethlehem! 

 

The 12th Century French Carol will prompt our 

listening to the scriptures and the witness to 

Jesus low these 2018 years. 

 
2. "I," said the donkey, shaggy and brown, 

"I carried His mother up hill and down; 

I carried her safely to Bethlehem town." 

"I," said the donkey, shaggy and brown. 

For today … I am inviting you to be a 

DONKEY! 

 

Be a donkey! 

1. Redeemed 

2. Wise 

3. Servant 

 

Yes, the Bible encourages us to be donkeys 

in a most surprising sense. 

1 A Donkey Redeemed 

Exodus 13:13 

Under the law of Moses, the firstborn of 

cattle and sheep were offered to God, 

but a donkey was redeemed with the 

sacrifice of a lamb (Exodus 34:19-20). 
19 All that first opens the womb is mine, all your 

male livestock, the firstborn of cow and sheep. 

20The firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem 

with a lamb, 

If a donkey was not redeemed by a 

lamb, the donkey was not allowed to 

live. This is a type or symbol of 

redemption through Jesus, who is the 

Lamb of God (John 1:35-37). 

So be a donkey. Be redeemed to 

eternal life by Jesus the Lamb 

(Ephesians 1:7, Revelation 21:27). 

 

2 A Donkey with Wisdom 

 

“DONKEY” in the Shrek movies is not the first 

talking Donkey … But let’s remember a 

moment when the DONKEY talked: 

Shrek: For your information, there's a lot more 

to ogres than people think. 

Donkey: Example? 

Shrek: Example? Okay, er... ogres... are... like 

onions. 

Donkey: [sniffs onion] They stink? 

Shrek: Yes...NO! 

Donkey: Or they make you cry. 

Shrek: No! 

Donkey: Oh, you leave them out in the sun 

and they turn brown and start sproutin' little 

white hairs. 

Shrek: NO! LAYERS! Onions have layers. 

OGRES have layers. Onions have layers... you 

get it. We both have layers. 

Donkey: Oh, you both have layers. [pause] 

You know, not everybody likes onions. [pause] 

CAKES! Everybody loves cakes! Cakes have 

layers! 

Shrek: [restraining temper] I don't care... what 

everyone likes. Ogres. Are not. Like cakes! 

Donkey: You know what else everybody likes? 

Parfaits. Have you ever met a person, you say, 

"Let's get some parfait," they say, "Heck no, I 

don't like no parfait"? Parfaits are delicious. 



Shrek: NOOO!!! YOU DENSE, IRRITATING, 

MINIATURE BEAST OF BURDEN! Ogres are 

like onions! End of story! Bye bye! [whispers] 

See you later! 

[pause] 

Donkey: Parfaits may probably be the most 

delicious thing on the whole dang planet! 

 

Talking Donkey… yes in the Bible even! 

Numbers 22:21-34 
The story of Balaam stars a donkey who 

understood what Balaam failed to 

understand, and saw what Balaam failed to 

see. Balaam stupidly whacked his riding 

donkey because she wouldn't go straight 

ahead. 

The donkey, however, saved Balaam’s life 

knowing that a warrior angel stood ahead 

ready to kill Balaam. The donkey even 

spoke to Balaam to reason with him. 

21So Balaam got up in the morning, 

saddled his donkey, and went with the 

officials of Moab. 

Balaam, the Donkey, and the Angel 

 
22 God’s anger was kindled because he was going, and the angel of 

the Lord took his stand in the road as his adversary. Now he was riding 

on the donkey, and his two servants were with him. 23The donkey saw 

the angel of the Lord standing in the road, with a drawn sword in his 

hand; so the donkey turned off the road, and went into the field; and 

Balaam struck the donkey, to turn it back on to the road. 24Then the 

angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path between the vineyards, with a 

wall on either side. 25When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, it 

scraped against the wall, and scraped Balaam’s foot against the wall; 

so he struck it again. 26Then the angel of the Lord went ahead, and 

stood in a narrow place, where there was no way to turn either to the 

right or to the left. 27When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, it lay 

down under Balaam; and Balaam’s anger was kindled, and he struck 

the donkey with his staff. 28Then the Lord opened the mouth 

of the donkey, and it said to Balaam, ‘What have I done 

to you, that you have struck me these three times?’ 

29Balaam said to the donkey, ‘Because you have made 

a fool of me! I wish I had a sword in my hand! I would kill 

you right now!’ 30But the donkey said to Balaam, ‘Am I 

not your donkey, which you have ridden all your life to 

this day? Have I been in the habit of treating you in this 

way?’ And he said, ‘No.’ 
 

31 Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of 

the Lord standing in the road, with his drawn sword in his hand; and he 

bowed down, falling on his face. 32The angel of the Lord said to him, 

‘Why have you struck your donkey these three times? I have come out 

as an adversary, because your way is perverse before me. 33The 

donkey saw me, and turned away from me these three times. If it had 

not turned away from me, surely I would by now have killed you and let 

it live.’ 34Then Balaam said to the angel of the Lord, ‘I have sinned, for 

I did not know that you were standing in the road to oppose me. Now 

therefore, if it is displeasing to you, I will return home.’ 

The donkey was smarter than Balaam, 

when Balaam should have been at least 

as smart as the donkey. 

So be a donkey. Be wise with the 

wisdom not of this world. Speak that 

wisdom to those who might listen.  

 

3 A Donkey Serving Jesus 

 

Donkey… the beast of burden: 

URBAN DICTIONARY: 

Beast of Burden 

Someone who carries anothers burdens, 

insecurities, or issues. This comes from the 

term for an animal used to transport goods or 

conduct hard labor 

The Beast of Burden that carries the load for 

those you love! 

 

Zechariah 9:9 

Jesus sat on a pure-bred donkey for his 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Matthew 

21:1-11). Although serving as a lowly 

beast of burden, the donkey served 

Jesus. Thus the donkey received honor. 

Time to be a donkey! 

The donkey that made it’s way from Nazareth 

to Bethlehem with Jesus Mother on it’s back. 

 

So be a donkey. Serve Jesus. It 

doesn't matter if the service isn't high 

prestige. A lowly service is an honor 

both to the servant and the Master. 

 

 

Be a donkey... 

(Be redeemed,  

bring wisdom, 

and serve Jesus.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Friendly Beasts 
Twelfth Century French Carol:  

 
1. Jesus our brother, kind and good 

Was humbly born in a stable rude 

And the friendly beasts around Him stood, 

Jesus our brother, kind and good. 

 

2. "I," said the donkey, shaggy and brown, 

"I carried His mother up hill and down; 

I carried her safely to Bethlehem town." 

"I," said the donkey, shaggy and brown. 
 

3. "I," said the cow all white and red 

"I gave Him my manger for His bed; 

I gave him my hay to pillow his head." 

"I," said the cow all white and red. 

 

4. "I," said the sheep with curly horn, 

"I gave Him my wool for His blanket warm; 

He wore my coat on Christmas morn." 

"I," said the sheep with curly horn. 

 

5. "I," said the dove from the rafters high, 

"I cooed Him to sleep so He would not cry; 

We cooed him to sleep, my mate and I." 

"I," said the dove from the rafters high. 

 

#. "I" said the camel all yellow and black 

Over the desert upon my back 

I brought him a gift in the wise men's pack 

"I" said the camel all yellow and black 

 

6. Thus every beast by some good spell, 

In the stable dark was glad to tell 

Of the gift he gave Immanuel, 

The gift he gave Immanuel. 

 

7. "I," was glad to tell 

Of the gift he gave Immanuel, 

The gift he gave Immanuel. 

Jesus our brother, kind and good. 


