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Luke 2 
LUKE 2:22-35 

  Jesus Is Presented in the Temple 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of 

Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 
23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be 

designated as holy to the Lord’), 24and they offered a sacrifice 

according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves 

or two young pigeons.’  

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 

man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of 

Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him 

by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 

Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; 

and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 

was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and 

praised God, saying,  
29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

   according to your word;  
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,  
31   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

   and for glory to your people Israel.’  

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being 

said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother 

Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 

Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts 

of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’  

 

Please do not be alarmed.  We have sneaked 

ahead in the story.  Mary does actually have 

the baby and she and Joseph take the baby to 

the temple according to the law.  And there 

they offer a sacrifice of two doves. 

 

At the birth of Jesus a few days earlier, there 

were also doves circling the birth of Jesus we 

know that they were there near that barn / near 

the stable with all the other animals / the 

donkey / the camels / and the dove … BUT WE 

KNOW THAT THEY are in this story! 

 

The FRIENDLY BEASTS song: 

"I," said the dove from the rafters high, 

"I cooed Him to sleep so He would not cry; 

We cooed him to sleep, my mate and I." 

"I," said the dove from the rafters high. 

 

Jesus’ birth is ALL about one thing:                                  

GOD is WITH US!   

Often the Dove … is a sign of God… a sign 

of the presence of GOD. 

There are two other places in the scripture that 

the dove is prominent for our purposes today! 

 

Genesis 8: 
6 At the end of forty days Noah opened the 

window of the ark that he had made 7and sent 

out the raven; and it went to and fro until the 

waters were dried up from the earth. 8Then he 

sent out the dove from him, to see if the waters 

had subsided from the face of the ground; 9but 

the dove found no place to set its foot, and it 

returned to him to the ark, for the waters were 

still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out 

his hand and took it and brought it into the ark 

with him. 10He waited another seven days, and 

again he sent out the dove from the ark; 11and 

the dove came back to him in the evening, and 

there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf; 

so Noah knew that the waters had subsided 

from the earth. 12Then he waited another seven 

days, and sent out the dove; and it did not return 

to him any more. 

Jesus’ birth is about one thing:                                  

GOD is WITH US!   

Often the Dove … is a sign of God… a sign 

of the presence of GOD. 

 
On the wings of a snow-white dove 

He sends His pure sweet love 

A sign from above (sign from above) 

On the wings of a dove (wings of a dove) 
 

When troubles surround us, when evils come 

The body grows weak the spirit grows numb 

When these things beset us, God doesn't forget us 

He sends down His love 

On the wings of a dove 

 

When Noah had drifted on the flood many days 

He searched for land in various ways 

Troubles, he had some but wasn't forgotten 

He sent down His love 

On the wings of a dove 

 

When Jesus went down to the waters that day 

He was baptised in the usual way 

When it was done God blessed His Son 

He sent down His Love 

On the wings of a dove 

 

 

Read more: Daniel O'Donnell - On The Wings Of A Dove 

Lyrics | MetroLyrics 
 

 

 

 



Jesus’ birth is ALL about one thing:                                  

GOD is WITH US!   

Often the Dove … is a sign of God… a sign 

of the presence of GOD. 

 

Luke 3 
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and 

when Jesus also had been baptized and was 

praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy 

Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a 

dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are 

my Son, the Beloved;* with you I am well 

pleased.’ 

 

FROM DOVE CHOCOLATE wrappers: 

• Smile! Today is going to be an amazing 

day. 

• Don’t settle for a spark … light a fire 

instead. 

• Give yourself a relaxation break 

• Do something spontaneous. 

• Hold Hands firmly, hearts gently. 

 

Jesus’ birth is ALL about one thing:                                  

GOD is WITH US!   

Often the Dove … is a sign of God… a sign 

of the presence of GOD. 

 
1.  

Some glad morning when this life is o'er,  

I'll fly away;  

To a home on God's celestial shore,  

I'll fly away (I'll fly away).  

 

Chorus  

I'll fly away, Oh Glory  

I'll fly away; (in the morning)  

When I die, Hallelujah, by and by,  

I'll fly away (I'll fly away).  

 

2.  

When the shadows of this life have gone,  

I'll fly away;  

Like a bird from prison bars has flown,  

I'll fly away (I'll fly away)  

 

Chorus  

 

3.  

Just a few more weary days and then,  

I'll fly away;  

To a land where joy shall never end,  

I'll fly away (I'll fly away) 

There's a Song in the Air 

The United Methodist Hymnal Number 249 

Text: Josiah G. Holland, 1819-1881  

 

1. There's a song in the air!  

There's a star in the sky!  

There's a mother's deep prayer  

and a baby's low cry!  

And the star rains its fire  

while the beautiful sing,  

for the manger of Bethlehem  

cradles a King!  

 

2. There's a tumult of joy  

o'er the wonderful birth,  

for the virgin's sweet boy  

is the Lord of the earth.  

Ay! the star rains its fire  

while the beautiful sing,  

for the manger of Bethlehem  

cradles a King!  

 

3. In the light of that star  

lie the ages impearled;  

and that song from afar  

has swept over the world.  

Every hearth is aflame,  

and the beautiful sing  

in the homes of the nations  

that Jesus is King!  

 

4. We rejoice in the light,  

and we echo the song  

that comes down through the night  

from the heavenly throng.  

Ay! we shout to the lovely  

evangel they bring,  

and we greet in his cradle  

our Savior and King!  
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The Friendly Beasts 
Twelfth Century French Carol:  

 
1. Jesus our brother, kind and good 

Was humbly born in a stable rude 

And the friendly beasts around Him stood, 

Jesus our brother, kind and good. 

 

2. "I," said the donkey, shaggy and brown, 

"I carried His mother up hill and down; 

I carried her safely to Bethlehem town." 

"I," said the donkey, shaggy and brown. 

 

3. "I," said the cow all white and red 

"I gave Him my manger for His bed; 

I gave him my hay to pillow his head." 

"I," said the cow all white and red. 

 

4. "I," said the sheep with curly horn, 

"I gave Him my wool for His blanket warm; 

He wore my coat on Christmas morn." 

"I," said the sheep with curly horn. 

 

5. "I," said the dove from the rafters high, 

"I cooed Him to sleep so He would not cry; 

We cooed him to sleep, my mate and I." 

"I," said the dove from the rafters high. 

 

#. "I" said the camel all yellow and black 

Over the desert upon my back 

I brought him a gift in the wise men's pack 

"I" said the camel all yellow and black 
 

6. Thus every beast by some good spell, 

In the stable dark was glad to tell 

Of the gift he gave Immanuel, 

The gift he gave Immanuel. 

 

7. "I," was glad to tell 

Of the gift he gave Immanuel, 

The gift he gave Immanuel. 

Jesus our brother, kind and good. 


