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Luke 2 
Luke 2 

  The Shepherds and the Angels 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the 

fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then 

an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I 

am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a 

sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying,  
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’  

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 

the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 

which the Lord has made known to us.’ 16So they 

went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

child lying in the manger. 

 

The scene is set … the beauty of the birth of 

Jesus Christ our Lord and savior is upon us.  

We join all the characters who were in the 

scene that night… 

When you close your eyes … what do you 

see? 

• Mary / Joseph / Baby Jesus 

• The three Magi 

• Shepherds 

• The feeding trough surrounded by: 

o Donkey 

o Cow 

• In the rafters two doves 

• Very close are three camels 

• And then a whole flock of sheep 

 

The scene glows with the majesty of the night 

sky that is bright because of a star that 

illuminates the whole of heaven… 

 

When you listen you can hear the sheep … 

Baa baa …  

 

 

Earlier that evening we forever remember: 

“8 In that region there were shepherds living in the 

fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

These shepherds and their sheep have long 

been part of the mystery of this holy night. 

 

I remember the legendary conversation of 

Joseph with one of those shepherds: 

Joseph asked:  How many sheep are in your 

flock? 

 

 
Psalm 23 

The Divine Shepherd 

A Psalm of David. 
1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  
2   He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters;  
3   he restores my soul. 

He leads me in the paths of righteousness  

   for his name’s sake.  

 
4 Even though I walk through the darkest 

valley, 

   I will fear no evil; 

for you are with me; 

   your rod and your staff— 

   they comfort me.  

 
5 You prepare a table before me 

   in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; 

   my cup overflows.  
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

   all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

   forever. 



The 23rd Psalm all about The LORD’s tending 

to us as though we are sheep. 

Verse 6:  Surely goodness and mercy shall 

follow me all the days of my life, 

I always heard that the shepherd has three 

special sheep …. Their names:   Surely, 

Goodness and Mercy… 

 

"I," said the sheep with curly horn, 

"I gave Him my wool for His blanket warm; 

He wore my coat on Christmas morn." 

"I," said the sheep with curly horn. 

 

IN the peaceful scene we witness the gentle 

way the Mary would allow a lamb to be near … 

the innocence of a lamb leaning in to sniff the 

newest creature born … Jesus Christ… 

 

We are all eager to offer our best to this infant 

LORD our GOD… 

Leaning in with the innocence of a lamb … 

 

Leaning in with the gentle whispers of love. 

 

This is the night of our LORD’s birth  

And boldly we know the proclamation: 

 

JESUS CHRIST is born tonight 

EMMANUEL GOD WITH US 

 

Into this scene we whisper …  

 

“Mother Mary, Thank you for birthing 

Our hope 

Our salvation 

Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Emmanuel, God with us.” 

 

Amen… and Amen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


