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Isaiah 60:1-6 

Matthew 2: 1-2; 10-12 
Isaiah 60 

  Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 

   and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 

   and his glory will appear over you.  
3 Nations shall come to your light, 

   and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  

 
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 

   they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ 

arms.  
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 

   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to 

you, 

   the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

   all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

 

Matthew 2 

The Visit of the Wise Men 

2In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 

rising, and have come to pay him homage.’  

 
10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they 

saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 

and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-

chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 

road. 

 

You may have noted that there is no reference 

to the Camels that carried the Magi from the 

East to Jerusalem to visit baby Jesus … BUT 

WE KNOW THAT THEY are in this story! 

 

What Gift are you bringing to Bethlehem? 

 

VIDEO CLIP 

Perhaps we should hear from the CAMELS 

themselves … rare film of the camels as they 

make their way to Jerusalem and Bethlehem: 

 

50 second video clip from movie:  STAR 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upVlumwaT

9M 

What Gift are you bringing to the Baby 

shower / Birthday Party this year? 

 

 

From Isaiah 60: 6 

 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

   all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

 

Gold 

 
Gold may have been the first metal that human beings 

encountered, because it can often be found in its pure 

natural state (for instance, nuggets in streams) rather 

than mixed in ore, which requires smelting. People have 

always valued gold for its luster, beauty, malleability, and 

resistance to corrosion and tarnish. These attributes also 

led ancient civilizations throughout the world to associate 

gold with royalty, immortality, and deity. It was first used 

in minted currency in the seventh century B.C. 

 

Frankincense 

 
Originating in Arabia and northern Africa, frankincense is 

a dried resin (from trees of the genus Boswellia) used in 

perfumes and incense for thousands of years. 

Historically, frankincense was a highly valued 

commodity. When burned as incense, it was often 

valued for its aroma as well as for its reputed ability to 

disinfect and repel insects and other pests. 

 

Myrrh 

 
Myrrh is also a dried resin from Arabia and northern 

Africa (from thorny shrubs and trees of the genus 

Commiphora) used in perfumes, incense, and medicines 

for thousands of years. The word comes from an Arabic 

word meaning “bitter.” It has been valued for its aroma 

as well as for its use as an antiseptic, analgesic (topical 

painkiller), and other medicinal qualities. 

 

 



 
 In addition to the honor and status 

implied by the value of the gifts of the magi, 

scholars think that these three were chosen for 

their special spiritual symbolism about Jesus 

himself—gold representing his kingship, 

frankincense a symbol of his priestly role, 

and myrrh a prefiguring of his death and 

embalming—an interpretation made popular in 

the well-known Christmas carol “We Three 

Kings.” 
2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,  

gold I bring to crown him again,  

King forever, ceasing never,  

over us all to reign.  

(Refrain)  

 

3. Frankincense to offer have I;  

incense owns a Deity nigh;  

prayer and praising, voices raising,  

worshiping God on high.  

(Refrain)  

 

4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume  

breathes a life of gathering gloom;  

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,  

sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 

 

What Gift are you bringing to the Baby 

shower / Birthday Party this year? 

 

What We Can Learn 
The Wise Men’s gifts were: 

 

Useful. Some of the best gifts we can give the 

Savior are our time and talents, which we can 

put to use in the service of others.  

 

Precious. In their offering to the Savior, the 

Wise Men gave Him things that were both rare 

and valuable. They offered Him the best gifts 

they knew to give. As we approach the Savior 

with our offerings—of time, service, and material 

means—we can remember to always give the 

best we can give. 

 

Respectful and worshipful. The gifts the Wise 

Men brought were the kinds of gifts they would 

have brought to a king. Jesus Christ is indeed 

ROYALTY—and much more. As we 

contemplate what He has done for us and what 

He offers us, we are filled with awe, gratitude, 

and reverence. We should always honor and 

revere Him for His atoning sacrifice, His grace, 

His mercy, and His love.  

 

 

What Gift Can we Bring 

 Jane Marshall 

What gift can we bring, what present, what token? 
What words can convey it the joy of this day? 
When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing,  
what song can we now offer in honor and praise? 
 
Give thanks for the past, for those who had vision, 
who planted and watered so dreams could come true. 
Give thanks for the Now, for study, for worship, 
for mission that bids us turn prayer into deed. 
 
Give thanks for Tomorrow, full of surprises, 
for knowing whatever Tomorrow may bring, 
the Word is our promise always, forever, 
we rest in God's keeping and live in God's love. 
 
This gift we now bring, this present, this token,  
these words can convey it the joy of this day! 
When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing,  
this song we now offer in honor and praise. 

 

 

What Gift are you bringing to the Baby 

shower / Birthday Party this year? 

 

What makes a gift valuable … As you 

approach the birth of Christ bearing gifts: 

Useful? 

Precious? 

Sacred? 

Brings Joy? 

Of the heart? 

For the heart? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hopepublishing.com/find-hymns-hw/hw3980.aspx


RANDOM Camel and Magi HUMOR:  

Question:  What was the Three Magi’s favorite 

Christmas Carol? 

ANSWER:  “Oh Camel, Ye Faithful.” 

 

Mary and Joseph are playing cards there at the 

manger after Jesus is born.  Mary says “Two 

pairs will not cut it Joseph!  I’ve got three 

kings!” 

 

The Magi are riding into Bethlehem on their 

Camels, They spot a shop on main street:  

Clearance SALE:  “The cheeses of Bethlehem” 

 

The Fourth Wiseman was late.  He said, “here, 

I brought a fruit cake.” 

 

The three magi are standing in a line … first 

two have Gifts of Gold and Frankincense and 

the third one simply says:  “WHAT … you 

never had kids.”  His gift is a package of 

Pampers. 

 

 
We Three Kings 

 

Text: John H. Hopkins, Jr., 1820-1891  

 

1. We three kings of Orient are;  

bearing gifts we traverse afar,  

field and fountain, moor and mountain,  

following yonder star.  

Refrain:  

O star of wonder, star of light,  

star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding,  

guide us to thy perfect light.  

 

2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,  

gold I bring to crown him again,  

King forever, ceasing never,  

over us all to reign.  

(Refrain)  

 

3. Frankincense to offer have I;  

incense owns a Deity nigh;  

prayer and praising, voices raising,  

worshiping God on high.  

(Refrain)  

 

4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume  

breathes a life of gathering gloom;  

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,  

sealed in the stone-cold tomb.  

(Refrain)  

 

 

 

 

 

The Friendly Beasts 
Twelfth Century French Carol:  

 
1. Jesus our brother, kind and good 

Was humbly born in a stable rude 

And the friendly beasts around Him stood, 

Jesus our brother, kind and good. 

 

2. "I," said the donkey, shaggy and brown, 

"I carried His mother up hill and down; 

I carried her safely to Bethlehem town." 

"I," said the donkey, shaggy and brown. 

 

3. "I," said the cow all white and red 

"I gave Him my manger for His bed; 

I gave him my hay to pillow his head." 

"I," said the cow all white and red. 

 

4. "I," said the sheep with curly horn, 

"I gave Him my wool for His blanket warm; 

He wore my coat on Christmas morn." 

"I," said the sheep with curly horn. 

 

5. "I," said the dove from the rafters high, 

"I cooed Him to sleep so He would not cry; 

We cooed him to sleep, my mate and I." 

"I," said the dove from the rafters high. 

 

#. "I" said the camel all yellow and black 

Over the desert upon my back 

I brought him a gift in the wise men's pack 

"I" said the camel all yellow and black 
 

6. Thus every beast by some good spell, 

In the stable dark was glad to tell 

Of the gift he gave Immanuel, 

The gift he gave Immanuel. 

 

7. "I," was glad to tell 

Of the gift he gave Immanuel, 

The gift he gave Immanuel. 

Jesus our brother, kind and good. 


