
THE BIBLE 

New Testament:   

HISTORY 

Acts 1: 1-5; 28: 24-26 

 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus 

did and taught from the beginning 2until the day when he 

was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 

the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 

3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by 

many convincing proofs, appearing to them over the 

course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 

God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to 

leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the 

Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; 

5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ 

 

25So they disagreed with each other; and as they were 

leaving, Paul made one further statement: ‘The Holy 

Spirit was right in saying to your ancestors through the 

prophet Isaiah, 

26 “Go to this people and say, 

You will indeed listen, but never understand, 

   and you will indeed look, but never perceive. 

For this people’s heart has grown dull, 

   and their ears are hard of hearing, 

     and they have shut their eyes; 

     so that they might not look with their eyes, 

   and listen with their ears, 

and understand with their heart and turn— 

   and I would heal them.” 

Let it be known to you then that this salvation of 

God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.’ 

 

Paul lived there for two whole years at his own 

expense and welcomed all who came to him, 
31proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching 

about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and 

without hindrance. 

 

Welcome to the BIBLE … this Library. 

Last Fall we reviewed the HEBREW BIBLE / 

the OLD TESTAMENT in 5 weeks.   

NOW we are in the second of five weeks on 

the NEW TESTAMENT. 

LAST WEEK we started with the Gospels.  My 

Challenge was for each one of us to choose 

a Gospel this year and read repeatedly 

throughout the year … find different 

translations and let Jesus get to know you 

through your Gospel reading.  

IF you forgot the challenge or did not declare 

your gospel … please do so now … (I’ll wait!) 

Today: 

HISTORY 

Paul’s Letters to the Churches 

Paul’s Letters to friends 

General Letters 

 

As we open our Bibles to the Book of ACTS 

today,  

We cherish a quote of Jesus before he 

ascended into Heaven: 8But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the ends of the earth.’ 

 

From Doctrine.org Don Samdahl: 
The primary purpose of the book of Acts is not 

to record the birth of the Church, the body of 

Christ. Luke’s primary purpose was to record the 

downfall of Israel. Why did the kingdom not 

come? The answer is it could not come until the 

nation repented and believed Jesus was the 

Messiah. Since the nation refused to repent, God 

set it aside and began to form His Church, the body 

of Christ, by commissioning Paul, the apostle of the 

Gentiles 

 

And from BC Sproul: 

Three themes: 

One Apologetics  
Apologetics is the branch of theology that is 

concerned with defending Christianity 

against accusations and error. In the early 

days of the church, many were accusing the 

Christians of being seditious against the 

Roman imperial government. 

Two Paul is a valid Apostle 

in Acts 1 that the qualifications for an 

apostle were that he had spent three years 

with Jesus and that he had been a witness 

of the Resurrection (Acts 1:21–22). 

 

Luke’s narrative in Acts demonstrated that 

Paul did see Jesus in His resurrection, 

spent years in personal study “with Christ” 

before taking up the mantle of apostleship, 

and was accepted on an equal footing by 

the other apostles. 



Three Christianity is for the Gentile world 
inclusion of the Gentiles in the new 

kingdom. There had been Gentile believers 

throughout the Old Testament, but they had 

not been members of the priestly nation of 

Israel and consequently had to worship “at a 

distance.” Luke shows that in the new 

covenant, there is no longer any difference 

between Jewish and Gentile believers. 
8But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 

ACTS is a face paced accounting of the pillars 

of the early Church: 

Learn the names of a few: 

The 11 Disciples and the addition of Matthias. 

Peter preaches with passion and converts 

many. 

Stephen is an early believer who believes and 

is brought before the Jerusalem Jewish 

Council … preaches with passion and offends 

the Jews present and he is stoned to death. 

Phillip converts the Ethiopian Eunuch  

A persecutor of the JEWS named SAUL, a 

faithful zealous Jew, he continues to arrest and 

often kill Christians … on the road to 

Damascus a bright light and a voice …  

 ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ 5He 

asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am 

Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and 

enter the city, and you will be told what you are to 

do.’  (ACTS 9:4ff) 

AND this Paul then sweeps through all of Asia 

Minor with Barnabas and Silas and eventually 

Timothy.  Together they convert some of the 

great leaders of the faith Lydia / Priscilla and 

Aquila  

One this quest Paul preaches JESUS CHRIST 

Crucified and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

Paul is guided and directed to communities 

hungering for conversion. Several Journey’s 

Paul takes!  He preaches and converts faithful 

Jews and Gentiles in Ephesus / Corinth / 

Galatia / Thessalonica and many other places 

along the way. 

 

He sails for several journeys … he is arrested / 

he is beaten / he is in prison / he preaches to 

Jews / to Rulers / to Gentiles 

THIS book of acts:  an accounting of the birth 

of the Church, yes.  AND MORE …Don 

Samdahl is on to something when he claims 

that Acts is about helping Christianity declare 

independence from the Jewish Faith and being 

bound to the Laws.   

And a clear break from Judaism as JESUS 

CHRIST Resurrected is the path of hope to the 

New KINGDOM of God on earth! 

THERE is so much in ACTS than what I just 

sketched … 

Let us return to the core moment when Jesus 

spoke: 

8But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 

AND SO IT BEGINS … 41 times the HOLY 

SPIRIT is named in the ACTS of the 

APOSTLES: 

ACTS 2:1 When the day of Pentecost had come, 

they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly 

from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 

violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 

they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, 

appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 

each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as 

the Spirit gave them ability. 

AND: 

ACTS 2: 38Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the 

promise is for you, for your children, and for all who 

are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God 

calls to him.’ 



AND Stephen before the Council: 

ACTS 7: 51 ‘You stiff-necked people, 

uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are for ever 

opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors 

used to do. 52Which of the prophets did your 

ancestors not persecute? They killed those who 

foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now 

you have become his betrayers and murderers. 
53You are the ones that received the law as 

ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it.’  

54 When they heard these things, they became 

enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen.* 55But 

filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven 

and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the 

right hand of God. 

AND  

Acts 13.9:  But Saul, also known as Paul, filled 

with the Holy Spirit, looked intently  

AND 

Acts 19: 2(Paul) said to (the new believers in 

Corinth), ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 

became believers?’ They replied, ‘No, we have not 

even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ 3Then he 

said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ They 

answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ 4Paul said, ‘John 

baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the 

people to believe in the one who was to come after 

him, that is, in Jesus.’ 5On hearing this, they were 

baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When 

Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit 

came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and 

prophesied— 

The Book ends with: 

25So they disagreed with each other; and as they were 

leaving, Paul made one further statement: ‘The Holy 

Spirit was right in saying to your ancestors through the 

prophet Isaiah, 

26 “Go to this people and say, 

You will indeed listen, but never understand, 

   and you will indeed look, but never perceive. 

 

8But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 

 

When we feel bold in our faith, humbly we turn 

to the Acts of the Apostles and there awaken 

that the work of helping all people know of the 

Power of GOD through Jesus Christ and 

born of the HOLY SPIRIT is just beginning. 

 

Might Jesus have said: 

8But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 

AND TO YOUR Cul-de-sac?  

AND TO Your Neighborhood? 

 

 

Holy Spirit, Truth Divine 

The United Methodist Hymnal Number 465 

Text: Samuel Longfellow, 1819-1892  

 

 

1. Holy Spirit, Truth divine,  

dawn upon this soul of mine;  

Word of God and inward light,  

wake my spirit, clear my sight.  

 

2. Holy Spirit, Love divine,  

glow within this heart of mine;  

kindle every high desire;  

perish self in thy pure fire.  

 

3. Holy Spirit, Power divine,  

fill and nerve this will of mine;  

grant that I may strongly live,  

bravely bear, and nobly strive.  

 

4. Holy Spirit, Right divine,  

King within my conscience reign;  

be my Lord, and I shall be  

firmly bound, forever free.  
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