
THE BIBLE 

New Testament:   

PAUL’S Letters to the Churches 

1 Corinthians 1: 1-9; 2 Corinthians 13: 11-13 

 
1 Corinthians 1: 1-9 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will 

of God, and our brother Sosthenes,  

2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who 

are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, 

together with all those who in every place call on the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:  

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 

grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 
5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in 

speech and knowledge of every kind— 6just as the 

testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— 
7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 

wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will 

also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 

blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is 

faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

2 Corinthians 13: 11-13 

Final Greetings and Benediction 

11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in 

order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in 

peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 
12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet 

you.  

13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 

God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

all of you.  

 

 

Welcome to the BIBLE … this Library. 

Last Fall we reviewed the HEBREW BIBLE / 

the OLD TESTAMENT in 5 weeks.   

NOW we are in the second of five weeks on 

the NEW TESTAMENT. 

LAST WEEK we started with the Gospels.  My 

Challenge was for each one of us to choose 

a Gospel this year and read repeatedly 

throughout the year … find different 

translations and let Jesus get to know you 

through your Gospel reading.  

IF you forgot the challenge or did not declare 

your gospel … please do so now … (I’ll wait!) 

HISTORY 

8But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 

 

Today: 

 

Paul’s Letters to the Churches 

Paul’s Letters to friends 

General Letters 

 

PAUL’S Letters to the Churches: (9 Letters) 

Romans 

1 and 2 Corinthians 

Galatians 

Ephesians 

Philippians 

Colossians 

1 and 2 Thessalonians 

 

 

Mary Farichild: 

• Romans—The book of Romans, the Apostle 
Paul's inspirational masterpiece, explains 
God's plan of salvation by grace, through 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

• 1 Corinthians—Paul wrote 1 Corinthians to 
confront and correct the young church in 
Corinth as it was struggling with matters of 
disunity, immorality, and immaturity. 

• 2 Corinthians—This epistle is a deeply 
personal letter from Paul to the church in 
Corinth, giving great transparency into 
Paul's heart. 

• Galatians—The book of Galatians warns 
that we are not saved by obeying the Law 
but by faith in Jesus Christ, teaching us how 
to be free from the burden of the Law. 

• 1 Thessalonians—Paul's first letter to the 
church in Thessalonica encourages new 
believers to stand firm in the face of strong 
persecution. 

• 2 Thessalonians—Paul's second letter to 
the church in Thessalonica was written to 
clear up confusion about end times and the 
second coming of Christ. 

 

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/book-of-romans-701034
https://www.thoughtco.com/introduction-to-the-book-of-corinthians-701028
https://www.thoughtco.com/introduction-to-book-of-2-corinthians-701030
https://www.thoughtco.com/book-of-galatians-701037
https://www.thoughtco.com/introduction-to-the-book-of-thessalonians-701029


Paul’s Letters from Prison: (Mary Fairchild) 

  Ephesians (Prison Epistle)—The book of 
Ephesians gives practical, encouraging advice on 
living a life that honors God, which is why it's still 
relevant in a conflict-ridden world. 

  Philippians (Prison Epistle)—Philippians is one 
of Paul's most personal letters, written to the 
church in Philippi. In it, we learn the secret to Paul's 
contentment. 

  Colossians (Prison Epistle)—The book of 

Colossians warns believers against the dangers 

which threaten them. 

Today we can hear from Galatians and 

Ephesians: 

Galatians 6: (The Message) 

15 Can't you see the central issue in all this? It is 

not what you and I do - submit to circumcision, 

reject circumcision. It is what God is doing, and he 

is creating something totally new, a free life!  

16 All who walk by this standard are the true Israel 

of God - his chosen people. Peace and mercy on 

them!  

17 Quite frankly, I don't want to be bothered 

anymore by these disputes. I have far more 

important things to do - the serious living of 

this faith. I bear in my body scars from my service 

to Jesus.  

18 May what our Master Jesus Christ gives freely 

be deeply and personally yours, my friends. Oh, 

yes!  

Have you discovered the deeply personal 

Jesus Christ?  Living our faith into the saving 

and loving acts of Jesus is the core of the 

APOSTLE PAUL to the churches! 

Ephesians 2: 
8 Saving is all his idea, and all his work. All we do 

is trust him enough to let him do it. It's God's gift 

from start to finish!  

9 We don't play the major role. If we did, we'd 

probably go around bragging that we'd done the 

whole thing!  

10 No, we neither make nor save ourselves. 

God does both the making and saving. He 

creates each of us by Christ Jesus to join him 

in the work he does, the good work he has 

gotten ready for us to do, work we had better be 

doing.  

Paul reminds us all time and time again that 

the saving acts of Christ Jesus is he activity, 

not ours.  By God’s grace we are loved. 

Do you remember the day you awakened to 

Christ Jesus into your life.  (Downtown East 

Chicago Indiana …  A lay witness mission,  I 

answered “a call to come forward if you feel 

drawn to Jesus Christ …” ) 

Today … is CONFIRMATION Day for these 

seven  

CONGRATULATIONS CONFIRMANDS 

Corey Appiah * Elizabeth Myatt * 

Lexine Appiah * Amber Morris * 

Douglas Conway Carsten Slack 

Nathan Duncan 

* Also being baptized today 

9:45 AM … invite the Confirmation class forward … 

And then invite them to be greeted in the atrium 

following the service 

Charles Wesley, brother to JOHN Wesley … 

The hymn writer!  Some six thousand hymns!  

Here is one for a commitment day … We are 

charged to live as people of faith! 

 

A Charge to Keep I Have 

The United Methodist Hymnal Number 413 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788  

Music: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872  

 

1. A charge to keep I have,  

a God to glorify,  

a never-dying soul to save,  

and fit it for the sky.  

 

2. To serve the present age,  

my calling to fulfill;  

O may it all my powers engage  

to do my Master's will!  

 

3. Arm me with jealous care,  

as in thy sight to live,  

and oh, thy servant, Lord,  

prepare a strict account to give!  

 

4. Help me to watch and pray,  

and on thyself rely,  

assured, if I my trust betray,  

I shall forever die.  

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/book-of-ephesians-701036
https://www.thoughtco.com/overview-the-epistles-of-the-new-testament-363407
https://www.thoughtco.com/book-of-philippians-701040
https://www.thoughtco.com/book-of-colossians-701038

