
THE BIBLE 

New Testament:   

GOSPELS 

Luke 1:1-4; John 21:24-25 

 
Luke 1 

The Gospel According to Luke 

Dedication to Theophilus 

1Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly 

account of the events that have been fulfilled among us, 
2just as they were handed on to us by those who from 

the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the 

word, 3I too decided, after investigating everything 

carefully from the very first, to write an orderly account 

for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4so that you may 

know the truth concerning the things about which you 

have been instructed.  

 

John 21: 

24 This is the disciple who is testifying to these things 

and has written them, and we know that his testimony is 

true. 25But there are also many other things that Jesus 

did; if every one of them were written down, I suppose 

that the world itself could not contain the books that 

would be written. 

 

Welcome to the BIBLE … this book … No the 

Bible is not a book … it is a Library. 

Last Fall we reviewed the HEBREW BIBLE / 

the OLD TESTAMENT in 5 weeks.   

NOW we are taking a faith filled look at the 

NEW TESTAMENT in 5 weeks. 

TODAY we will start with the Gospels 

To follow we will listen for the God’s voice in 

four more sections: 

HISTORY 

Paul’s Letters to the Churches 

Paul’s Letters to friends 

General Letters 

 

As we open our Bibles to the GOSPELS today, 

It is my deepest hope that each one of us 

can feel a new passion for Jesus Christ.  

We can learn about Jesus, 

We can be known by Jesus,   

we can know Jesus, 

and we can enjoy reading a Gospel. 

 

Let me start with TWO quotes: 

One is from the Disciple Bible Study series and 

one of Pastor Kirsten Barlow’s favorite 

Teachers:  ELLSWORTH KALAS: 
“Remember that the Gospels are not written like:  

THESE things happened, therefore Jesus is Lord. 

But rather the Gospels are written by authors who 

say “Jesus is my Lord, and her is how you can 

share my Lord Jesus.” 

 

Don Steward a Bible teacher writes: 

“The Gospels are not intended to be a history 

or Biography of the life of Christ in the modern 

sense of the term.  Each author is selective in 

what he portrays.  Jesus did many more things 

than the Gospels record. 

 

I’d like to put before us a couple sketches of 

the Gospels for comparison and 

enlightenment: 

Consider this: 

In Matthew, Jesus is the Son of David:   

 Illustrated by two verses: 

  Isaiah 11: 1  
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 

   and a branch shall grow out of his roots. (that 

shoot is David from his dad Jesse) 
  Matthew 1: 1  

An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, 

the son of David, the son of Abraham. (AT THE 

VERY BEGINNING OF Matthew’s Gospel he 

makes it clear … SON of David … and 

therefore he is wanting to proclaim Jesus to the 

Jewish faithful.  To Israel that knows the core 

of the Hebrew Bible!) 

In Mark, Jesus is the Son of Man 

 Hear these two verses: 
  Mark 2:10: 

But so that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins’—he said to the 

paralytic—  (The term of Son of Man is speaking 
of the total understanding that Jesus is more 
than a hero / he totally human and totally 
divine!) 

  Mark 10:45 

For the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’      

(14 times Jesus refers to himself as the Son of 

Man. This means that he is aware that he is 

totally Human!) 



In Luke, Jesus is the Son of Adam 

Check out these two verses: 
  Luke 3.38: 

son of Enos, son of Seth, son of Adam, son of God. 

(IN Luke’s genealogy of Jesus … his linage is 

traced back to Adam so that all human beings 

who walk on earth are part of God’s mighty 

creation … WE are ALL children of God!) 
  Luke 15.4: 

‘Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and 

losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine 

in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost 

until he finds it? (Every Child of God … from 

Adam on his a part of the flock of God … and 

every sheep in the flock is important!  EVERY 

SHEEP is God’s sheep!) 

 

In John, Jesus is the Son of God 
  Isaiah 7:14 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 

Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear 

a son, and shall name him Immanuel. (We have 

long heard the witness from the prophet Isaiah 

that the Gospel writers found the power of 

Christ alive through Isaiah’s words!  GOD IS 

WITH US … Immanuel.) 
  John 3:16-17 

16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his 

only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

may not perish but may have eternal life.  

17 ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world 

to condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through him. (John believes in 

Jesus, GOD with us to save and not condemn) 

 

 

 

It is my deepest hope that each one of us 

can feel a new passion for Jesus Christ.  

We can learn about Jesus, 

We can be known by Jesus,   

we can know Jesus, 

and we can enjoy reading a Gospel. 

 

Jesus Christ: 

Son of David 

Son of Man 

Son of Adam 

Son of God 

Matthew  

Mark 

Luke  

John 

It is my deepest hope that each one of us 

can feel a new passion for Jesus Christ.  

We can learn about Jesus, 

We can be known by Jesus,   

we can know Jesus, 

and we can enjoy reading a Gospel. 

 

Are you hearing the sketch of how each of the 

Gospel Writers is wanting to teach a particular 

audience about Jesus: 

 

MATTHEW:  writes to the Jewish community 

eager to convince those who are Hebrews that 

Jesus Christ is the Messianic savior of the 

world. 

MARK … is a strongly influenced by the 

Roman Empire and wanting all who are part of 

the Roman world to know that Jesus Christ will 

bring new life to them apart from the Kingdoms 

of this world 

LUKE is the only non-Hebrew (and Gentile) 

Gospel writer, he has a passion as a Physician 

to speak to the Love of God through Jesus 

Christ to the broken parts of the world… Often 

called the Universal Gospel written for the least 

/ the last / the lost. 

JOHN’s Gospel is believed to come from the 

inner circle of the Disciples and the mature 

faith for those who have strong desire to follow 

Jesus.  When we hunger for Jesus, John’s 

Gospel feeds our desire and calls us to the 

Abundant Life in Jesus Christ. 

 

It is my deepest hope that each one of us 

can feel a new passion for Jesus Christ.  

We can learn about Jesus, 

We can be known by Jesus,   

we can know Jesus, 

and we can enjoy reading a Gospel. 

 

I hunger to hear a verse from each of my 

friends: 

 

 



MATTHEW 5: 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the 

mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 

came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught 

them, saying:  

3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.  

4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 

comforted.  

5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 

earth.  

6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be filled.  

7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive 

mercy.  

8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see 

God.  

9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 

called children of God.  

10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.  

YES LORD… JESUS Speak to us MORE! 

 

MARK 1: 
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to 

Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and 

saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 

God has come near; repent, and believe in the 

good news.’  

16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he 

saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 

into the lake—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus 

said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for 

people.’ 18And immediately they left their nets and 

followed him.  YES LORD … I, too, want to follow! 

 

LUKE 22: 
14 When the hour came, he took his place at the table, 

and the apostles with him. 15He said to them, ‘I have 

eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 

suffer; 16for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in 

the kingdom of God.’ 17Then he took a cup, and after 

giving thanks he said, ‘Take this and divide it among 

yourselves; 18for I tell you that from now on I will not 

drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 

comes.’ 19Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, 

‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.’ 20And he did the same with the 

cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for 

you is the new covenant in my blood. 

YES LORD … I want that new covenant! 

JOHN 21: 
Jesus and Peter 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to 

Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me 

more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you 

know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my 

lambs.’ 16A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son 

of John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, 

Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, 

‘Tend my sheep.’ 17He said to him the third time, 

‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt 

because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love 

me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know 

everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to 

him, ‘Feed my sheep. 18Very truly, I tell you, when 

you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt 

and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow 

old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone 

else will fasten a belt around you and take you 

where you do not wish to go.’ 19(He said this to 

indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify 

God.) After this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’  

YES LORD,  You know I love you! 

 

 

 

It is my deepest hope that each one of us 

can feel a new passion for Jesus Christ.  

We can learn about Jesus, 

We can be known by Jesus,   

we can know Jesus, 

and we can enjoy reading a Gospel. 

 

AND WHEN WE READ A Gospel… We can 

have the stories and the joy of JESUS in our 

own hearts to proclaim for ourselves… Jesus is 

my friend.  Jesus Christ … And in Each and 

EVERY gospel … you will read of Jesus Christ, 

Arrested, Judged, Crucified, Dead, buried, and 

Resurrected…  

It is my deepest hope that each one of us 

can feel a new passion for Jesus Christ.  

We can learn about Jesus, 

We can be known by Jesus,   

we can know Jesus, 

and we can enjoy reading a Gospel. 

 

 

 

 



Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know 
The United Methodist Hymnal Number 163 

Text: Johann C. Schwedler; trans. by Benjamin H. Kennedy  

 

 

1. Ask ye what great thing I know,  

that delights and stirs me so?  

What the high reward I win?  

Whose the name I glory in?  

Jesus Christ, the crucified.  
 
2. Who defeats my fiercest foes?  

Who consoles my saddest woes?  

Who revives my fainting heart,  

healing all its hidden smart?  

Jesus Christ, the crucified.  
 

3. Who is life in life to me?  

Who the death of death will be?  

Who will place me on his right,  

with the countless hosts of light?  

Jesus Christ, the crucified.  
 

4. This is that great thing I know;  

this delights and stirs me so:  

faith in him who died to save,  

him who triumphed o'er the grave:  

Jesus Christ, the crucified.  

 


