
THE BIBLE 

New Testament:   

General Letters 

James 1: 1-5 

 
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: 

Greetings.  

Faith and Wisdom 

2 My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 

any kind, consider it nothing but joy, 3because you know 

that the testing of your faith produces endurance; 4and 

let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be 

mature and complete, lacking in nothing.  

5 If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives 

to all generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be given 

you. 

 

Welcome to the BIBLE … this Library. 

Last Fall we reviewed the HEBREW BIBLE / 

the OLD TESTAMENT in 5 weeks.   

NOW we are in the second of five weeks on 

the NEW TESTAMENT. 

The first WEEK we started with the Gospels.  

My Challenge was for each one of us to 

choose a Gospel this year and read 

repeatedly throughout the year  

Then:  HISTORY The Book of Acts 
8But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 

Two weeks ago:  Paul’s Letters to the 

Churches 

Last week:   Paul’s Letters to friends 

Have you written a faith letter to a friend? 

Finally Today:  General Letters 

 Hebrews 

 James 

 1 and 2 Peter 

 1 and 2 and 3 John 

 Jude 

 The Revelation of St. John the Devine 

Snap shots of each of these letters and listen 

in on The REVELATION OF ST. JOHN the 

DEVINE:5 And the one who was seated on the throne 

said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he said, 

‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ 
6Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the beginning and the end. 

Nine New Testament Letters … there is 

Hebrews / stands alone … then seven epistles 

intended to be read that others might over 

hear.  And finally the book of Revelation! 

Inspiration for our Faith Hope and Love are all 

part of this section of the New Testament!  We 

yearn for more of this Faith Hope and Love! 

Hebrews: 

The Epistle to the Hebrews does not include 

who the author is.  Tertullian (in the 200’s) 

proposed Barnabas as an Apostle for the 

Author.  Martin Luther proposed Apollos a 

Christian from North Africa as the author.  

Whoever the author had the Greek Language 

mastered! 

The theme of Hebrews is the absolute 

supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ as 

revealer and as mediator of God's grace. 

Inspiration for our Faith Hope and Love are 

all part of this section of the New 

Testament!  We yearn for more of this Faith 

Hope and Love! 

For the General Epistles follow, I am indebted to Andre 

van Belkum a biblical scholar. 

James:  Tradition holds that of the Multiple 

options for James in the scriptures, James the 

half-brother of Jesus.  Purpose: The scattered 

members were facing various trials and 

afflictions. James encouraged them to 

recognize trials and problems as opportunities 

to develop Christian character. The testing 

would produce patience, which also means 

steadfastness, unswerving constancy and 

persistence. Doing this would make a Christian 

“perfect and complete, lacking nothing” (1:4). 

1 Peter:  Again, Tradition has the author as 

Peter the Apostle of Christ. 

Purpose Peter’s first epistle centers on 

sufferings and persecution. In order to 

encourage Christians and give them direction, 

Peter focuses on the coming of Christ and their 

deliverance. This certainty of Christ’s return 

would provide a great source of hope and 

comfort. 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/evil-and-suffering/why-does-god-allow-suffering


2 Peter:  Main themes: 

• Warning against false Teachers who are 

offering a deception within believers 

Authentic faith comes from the “precious 

promises” and those who are “partakers 

of the divine nature.” 

• Remaining steadfast in the faith. 

1 John:  1 John indicates a division was 

developing within the Church. Some members 

were splitting off from others and forming their 

own fellowship. They were trying to entice the 

rest of the membership to join them. Certain 

verses indicate that John is writing to believers. 

2 John:  2 John is a reminder: To love is to 

walk according to Christ’s commandments.  

And a call to beware of the deceivers.  Take 

caution toward the teachers of Gnosticism: a 

prominent heretical movement of the 2nd-

century Christian Church, partly of pre-

Christian origin. Gnostic doctrine taught that 

the world was created and ruled by a lesser 

divinity, and that Christ was an emissary of the 

remote supreme divine being, esoteric 

knowledge (gnosis)   (Specialized knowledge 

known only to a few people!) of whom enabled 

the redemption of the human spirit. 

3 John:   Calls believers to “walk in the truth.” 

And strongly encourages hospitality! 

One scholar speaks of the Christian virtues 

that are found in James / Peter / John: 

    James speaks of faith. 

    Peter speaks of hope. 

    John speaks of love. 

Jude:  The main theme and purpose of 

Jude’s epistle is to counteract the threat of 

certain men who had “crept in unnoticed” into 

the Church and “were busily engaged in 

turning the grace of God into an excuse for 

open immorality and were denying the only 

true God and Jesus Christ the Lord” 

Inspiration for our Faith Hope and Love are 

all part of this section of the New 

Testament!  We yearn for more of this Faith 

Hope and Love! 

The Revelation of St. John the Devine: 

Often called the Book of Revelation.  (Friends, 

there is no plural … no ‘s’ with the book of 

Revelation.) 

The author: in the second century it has been 

held that this John was the apostle, the son of 

Zebedee.  (Briefly, Let me say that I am not a 

proponent of the readers of Revelation who 

want to predict contemporary experiences 

through this book!  I believe it speaks truth to 

the world of hurt and is most relevant when we 

are suffering.) (More about that another day!) 

Since Roman authorities at this time were 

beginning to enforce emperor worship, 

Christians -- who held that Christ, not Caesar, 

was Lord -- were facing increasing hostility. 

John writes to encourage the faithful to resist 

staunchly the demands of emperor worship. He 

informs his readers that the final showdown 

between God and Satan is imminent. Satan will 

increase his persecution of believers, but they 

must stand fast, even to death. They are 

sealed against any spiritual harm and will soon 

be vindicated when Christ returns, when the 

wicked are forever destroyed, and when God's 

people enter an eternity of glory and 

blessedness. 

 

Let’s hear John’s Revelation 21: 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for 

the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw 

the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down 

out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud 

voice from the throne saying, 

‘See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them; 

they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them;  
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.’  



5 And the one who was seated on the throne 

said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he 

said, ‘Write this, for these words are 

trustworthy and true.’ 6Then he said to me, ‘It is 

done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give 

water as a gift from the spring of the water of 

life. 7Those who conquer will inherit these 

things, and I will be their God and they will be 

my children. 8But as for the cowardly, the 

faithless, the polluted, the murderers, the 

fornicators, the sorcerers, the idolaters, and all 

liars, their place will be in the lake that burns 

with fire and sulphur, which is the second 

death.’  

At certain times in the life of faith, we are 

seduced by the desires to worship Caesar!  We 

are seduced to fall away from authentic faith in 

the Grace and Love of God through Christ 

Jesus.  When those moments happen, we can 

only trust that GOD ALONE will intervene!  And 

we will be saved.  Thus the vision of a new 

heaven and a new earth.  

And we pray:  COME LORD JESUS COME in 

all your glory!  Bring it! 

Inspiration for our Faith Hope and Love are 

all part of this section of the New 

Testament!  We yearn for more of this Faith 

Hope and Love! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shall We Gather at the River 

The United Methodist Hymnal Number 723 

Text: Robert Lowry  

 

1. Shall we gather at the river,  

where bright angel feet have trod,  

with its crystal tide forever  

flowing by the throne of God?  
Refrain:  

Yes, we'll gather at the river,  

the beautiful, the beautiful river;  

gather with the saints at the river  

that flows by the throne of God.  
 
2. On the margin of the river,  

washing up its silver spray,  

we will walk and worship ever,  

all the happy golden day.  

(Refrain)  
 

3. Ere we reach the shining river,  

lay we every burden down;  

grace our spirits will deliver,  

and provide a robe and crown.  

(Refrain)  

 

4. Soon we'll reach the shining river,  

soon our pilgrimage will cease;  

soon our happy hearts will quiver  

with the melody of peace.  

(Refrain)  

 

 

 

 


