
THE BIBLE 

New Testament:   

PAUL’S Letters to Friends 

1 Timothy 1:1-2; 2 Timothy 4:19-22 

 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God 

our Saviour and of Christ Jesus our hope,  

2 To Timothy, my loyal child in the faith: 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Final Greetings and Benediction 

19 Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of 

Onesiphorus. 20Erastus remained in Corinth; Trophimus I 

left ill in Miletus. 21Do your best to come before winter. 

Eubulus sends greetings to you, as do Pudens and 

Linus and Claudia and all the brothers and sisters.  

22 The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.  

 

 

Welcome to the BIBLE … this Library. 

Last Fall we reviewed the HEBREW BIBLE / 

the OLD TESTAMENT in 5 weeks.   

NOW we are in the second of five weeks on 

the NEW TESTAMENT. 

The first WEEK we started with the Gospels.  

My Challenge was for each one of us to 

choose a Gospel this year and read 

repeatedly throughout the year  

Then:  HISTORY The Book of Acts 
8But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 

 

Last week:  Paul’s Letters to the Churches 

 

Today: 

Paul’s Letters to friends 

Next week:  General Letters 

 

PAUL’S Letters to the Churches: (4 Letters) 

1 and 2 Timothy 

Titus 

Philemon 

 

WHAT IS YOUR Faith LETTER TO a Friend? 

 

Special Thanks to the Editors of the English 

Standard version of the Bible: 

1 Timothy: 

Theme 

The letter’s theme is that the gospel leads to 

practical, visible change in believers’ lives. The 

true gospel, in contrast to false teaching, must 

and will always lead to godliness. 

Purpose 

Paul wrote 1 Timothy to advise his coworker 

Timothy about issues in the church in Ephesus. 

False teachers are the main cause for the 

letter. Their teaching apparently involved 

incorrect assumptions about the law  

 

WHAT IS YOUR Faith LETTER TO a Friend? 

 

2 Timothy: 

Theme 

Paul gives Timothy a bold, clear call to 

continue in the gospel despite suffering. 

Purpose 

Several people have abandoned Paul while he 

has been in prison, and several others are 

away on assignments. In such a time, Paul’s 

memories of Timothy’s sincerity and devotion 

are especially touching. Paul thinks he will die 

soon, so he writes this final message to 

Timothy. Paul urges Timothy to stand firm and 

asks him to come for one final visit before Paul 

is executed. Though Paul’s death is near, he 

does not know just when it will come. Paul also 

asks Timothy to bring his books and 

parchments, so that he can keep studying and 

writing until the end. 

WHAT IS YOUR Faith LETTER TO a Friend? 

 

 

 

https://www.esv.org/1+Timothy+1%3A1%E2%80%936%3A21/


Titus: 

Theme 

The letter’s theme is the unbreakable link 

between faith and practice, belief and behavior. 

This truth is the basis for Paul’s criticism of 

false teaching, his instruction in Christian living, 

and standards he sets for church leaders. 

Purpose 

Paul had recently completed a journey to 

Crete. He had left Titus there to teach the new 

church. 

False teachers were already a problem in the 

church, and the letter focuses primarily on that 

issue.  

Paul’s primary concern, however, is with the 

practical effect of the false teaching. They 

taught ritual purity, but they lived in a way that 

proved they did not know God. 

WHAT IS YOUR Faith LETTER TO a Friend? 

 

Philemon: 

Theme 

The theme of Paul’s letter is the power of the 

gospel to transform individual lives and human 

relationships. Onesimus had experienced that 

transforming power in his life. Paul therefore 

urged his friend Philemon to form a new 

relationship with Onesimus, his runaway slave. 

Purpose 

Apparently, during Paul’s three-year ministry in 

Ephesus (a.d. 52–55), Philemon heard the 

gospel and was saved. He began serving 

Christ in the Colossian community. He opened 

his home for a group of Christians to meet 

there regularly. 

1. Reconciliation is the theme of this letter. 

Onesimus is reconciled to God. He is in 

the process of being reconciled to a 

fellow believer. 

2. The basis for Paul’s appeal to Philemon 

is the supreme Christian virtue of love. 

Paul praises Philemon for the love he 

has shown not just to him but to all the 

believers in that area. 

Paul left Titus in Crete to tend to the Church 

there … he writes to his good friend. 

WHAT IS YOUR Faith LETTER TO a Friend? 

Titus 3: 

1 Remind the people to respect the government 

and be law-abiding, always ready to lend a helping 

hand  

2 No insults, no fights. God's people should be 

bighearted and courteous.  

3 It wasn't so long ago that we ourselves were 

stupid and stubborn, dupes of sin, ordered every 

which way by our glands, going around with a chip 

on our shoulder, hated and hating back.  

4 But when God, our kind and loving Savior God, 

stepped in,  

5 he saved us from all that. It was all his doing; we 

had nothing to do with it. He gave us a good bath, 

and we came out of it new people, washed inside 

and out by the Holy Spirit.  

6 Our Savior Jesus poured out new life so 

generously.  

7 God's gift has restored our relationship with him 

and given us back our lives. And there's more life to 

come - an eternity of life!  

8 You can count on this.  

Listening into Paul’s letter to his  

 

9 Stay away from mindless, pointless quarreling 

over genealogies and fine print in the law code. 

That gets you nowhere.  

10 Warn a quarrelsome person once or twice, but 

then be done with him.  

11 It's obvious that such a person is out of line, 

rebellious against God. By persisting in 

divisiveness he cuts himself off.  

 



 

 

WHAT IS YOUR Faith LETTER TO a Friend? 

Hey Friend … Trust in the Lord always!  

Remember it is Jesus Christ alone who is the 

hope and love of the world. 

Enjoy the super bowl football game. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GIFT OF LOVE: HYMN 

Though I may speak with bravest fire, 

And have the gift to all inspire, 

And have not love, my words are vain, 

As sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 

Though I may give all I possess, 

And striving so my love profess, 

But not be given by love within, 

The profit soon turns strangely thin. 

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 

Our spirits long to be made whole. 

Let inward love guide every deed; 

By this we worship, and are freed. 

 

 

 


