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Matthew 18: 1-9 

 
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 

‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’ 2He 

called a child, whom he put among them, 3and said, 

‘Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
4Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest 

in the kingdom of heaven. 5Whoever welcomes one such 

child in my name welcomes me.  

Temptations to Sin 

6 ‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of 

these little ones who believe in me, it would be 

better for you if a great millstone were fastened 

around your neck and you were drowned in the 

depth of the sea. 7Woe to the world because of 

stumbling-blocks! Occasions for stumbling are bound to 

come, but woe to the one by whom the stumbling-block 

comes!  

8 ‘If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it 

off and throw it away; it is better for you to enter life 

maimed or lame than to have two hands or two feet and 

to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes 

you to stumble, tear it out and throw it away; it is better 

for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes 

and to be thrown into the hell of fire. 

 

STONES: 

The Stones of Punishment: 

Punishment. 

 

PART ONE JESUS: 

 

Matthew’s Gospel has a beautiful account of 

Jesus calling for a little Child to come and be in 

the middle of the followers …  

Jesus called the child because he had been 

asked a question: 

“Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of 

Heaven?” 

Jesus responds to this question by bringing 

into the center of the Disciples the most 

innocent / the most inexperienced / the most 

vulnerable.  And in that a very act, Jesus has 

already declared something new about the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

Don’t most of us consider the Greatest a much 

more powerful position within or beyond our 

rank and file?  The GREATEST has a title …  

THE GREATEST has 

 TITLE 

 EXPERIENCE 

 VALUE 

 PRESTEGE 

 EDUCATION 

 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 RESUME 

THE GREATEST among us  

 Success 

 Best seats in the house 

 Influence 

 Power 

 Relationships 

 Resources / Money  

The Disciples came to Jesus and Asked: 
‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’  

 

Where is that child?   
‘Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
4Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest 

in the kingdom of heaven. 5Whoever welcomes one such 

child in my name welcomes me. 

 
6 ‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of 

these little ones who believe in me, it would be 

better for you if a great millstone were fastened 

around your neck and you were drowned in the 

depth of the sea. 

When traveling in Israel.  Our group went to the 

oldest City of the World!  Jericho.  Not only did 

we see  THEE sycamore tree that Zacheaus 

was called down from by Jesus… (well the 

sinner Zacheaus was called out of a tree by 

Jesus but the tree is long gone … and 2 

thousand years later there is a beautifully 

maintained Russian Church compound and 

garden that has a sycamore tree) 

What we did see was a Millstone in a chamber 

of commerce fountain: 

 

Notice the millstone in the center of this photo. 

(Thanks to Ruth Ann and Hank Poburka for 

searching their photos for this.) 

It is a big Rock! 



 
 
6 ‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of 

these little ones who believe in me, it would be 

better for you if a great millstone were fastened 

around your neck and you were drowned in the 

depth of the sea. 

A great millstone fastened around your neck 

and were drowned in the depth of the sea! 

 

Later in Egypt on the grounds of the Temple of 

Philae near Aswan there was this Millstone 

Bowl … This held the GREAT Millstone that 

would be used as punishment. 

 

 
 
6 ‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of 

these little ones who believe in me, it would be 

better for you if a great millstone were fastened 

around your neck and you were drowned in the 

depth of the sea. 

 
7Woe to the world because of stumbling-blocks! 

Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe to 

the one by whom the stumbling-block comes! 

Woe! 

Count me out of hurting these little ones and 

count me out for being a stumbling block!  I 

want nothing to do with that sort of punishment! 

Jesus get’s after it when he chooses to! 

 

REMEMBER Jesus spoke with colorful stories 

and illustrations.  He did not set up a new way  

of punishing people around us for doing the 

wrong things!  We do not have millstones at 

the edge of courtrooms for the purpose of 

carrying out sentences with this detailed 

description of punishment… 

 

But the image of the millstone is clear … 

Punishment is real! 

 

 

PART TWO PUNISHMENT: 

 

Merriam-Webster 

1a : suffering, pain, or loss that serves 

as retribution  

b : a penalty inflicted on an offender 

through judicial procedure  

2 : severe, rough, or disastrous 

treatment  

We really don’t need Jesus reminding us about 

punishment.  We can do that rather well on our 

own. 

We can beat ourselves up without help!  We 

can live with guilt and remorse.  We can find 

the reasons for retribution of our own behaviors 

and failures. 

The Testimony of Kathy Polizzi offers wisdom 

to us today.  The wisdom that when we are 

punished we are called into a new relationship 

with God.   

And perhaps we are called into the place of our 

own insecurities / our own self-inflicted 

punishments.  

This conversation with Jesus began with: 

“Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of 

Heaven?” 

Perhaps our Lord in that moment calls you / 

calls me /// calls YOU!  Into the center …. And 

says … don’t do harm to this little one …  



Be motivated to avoid harming the greatest … 

those that are the least …  

THE STONE OF PUNSIHMENT: 

Is the stone that calls us to behave as the 

greatest in the kingdom! 

4Whoever becomes humble like this 

child is the greatest in the kingdom 

of heaven. 5Whoever welcomes one 

such child in my name welcomes me. 

Often when punished / we return to child-like 

state 

and find ourselves more innocent 

MORE humble 

MORE welcoming 

More pliable 

MORE of who God created us to be.  

 

ON our way to EASTER:  cherish the stone 

of punishment!  For this stone calls us to 

our humble beginnings.  It calls us to the 

created child of God that is loved by Jesus 

and set into the center of all of us as the 

example of the one who is the Greatest in 

the kingdom of Heaven! 

 

How Great Thou Art  

Verse 1: 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder, 

Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made; 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 

Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 

 

Chorus: 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee, 

How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

 

Verse 2: 

When through the woods, and forest glades I wander, 

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees. 

When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze. 

 
Verse 3: 

And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing; 

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 

That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 

He bled and died to take away my sin. 
 

Verse 4: 

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart. 

Then shall I bow, in humble adoration, 

And then proclaim, "My God, how great Thou art!" 

 


