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John 8: 1-11 

 
…while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2Early in the 

morning he came again to the temple. All the people 

came to him and he sat down and began to teach them. 
3The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who 

had been caught in adultery; and making her stand 

before all of them, 4they said to him, ‘Teacher, this 

woman was caught in the very act of committing 

adultery. 5Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone 

such women. Now what do you say?’ 6They said this to 

test him, so that they might have some charge to bring 

against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger 

on the ground. 7When they kept on questioning him, he 

straightened up and said to them, ‘Let anyone among 

you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone 

at her.’ 8And once again he bent down and wrote on the 

ground. 9When they heard it, they went away, one by 

one, beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone 

with the woman standing before him. 10Jesus 

straightened up and said to her, ‘Woman, where are 

they? Has no one condemned you?’ 11She said, ‘No one, 

sir.’ And Jesus said, ‘Neither do I condemn you. Go your 

way, and from now on do not sin again.’ 

 

STONES: 

The Stones of Grace: 

Grace. 

 

PART ONE JESUS: 

 

John’s Gospel offers one of the most profound 

stories of Jesus GRACE!  It starts on the 

Mount of Olives: 

 
Dena and I were just there!  Our tour had us on 

the Mount of Olives on a cold day. 

The view from the Mount of Olives is a majestic 

one!  It shows the Dome of the Rock (the Gold 

Dome). That is where the Temple in Jesus day 

would have been.  Looking south or Left in this 

photo …  follow the Wall and just around the 

corner would be the “Teaching Steps.” 

 
 

Next photo is of the Teaching steps.  Our 

group had just stopped for some moments of 

teaching from the Rev. Megan Armstrong.  She 

talked about prayer. 

 
 

Jesus was out there on those steps when he 

was interrupted by the Scribes and Pharisees.  

The story is familiar to many of us! 
4they said to him, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in 

the very act of committing adultery.  

 

(“WHERE WAS THE MAN?”) (Words I’ve heard 

in workshops when I have taught at the United Methodist 

Women’s Schools of Christian Mission!  EVERY TIME!) 

 

 5Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone such 

women. Now what do you say?’ 



 
’ 6They said this to test him, so that they might have 

some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and 

wrote with his finger on the ground. 

 
7When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up 

and said to them, ‘Let anyone among you who is 

without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.’ 8And 

once again he bent down and wrote on the ground.  

 

 
THE FIRST STONE!!    

OH MY GOD!  … Are you ready … here it is … the fist 

stone!  (it sits on my desk upstairs in my office) 

IT IS BLOOD RED on purpose! 

Who among us would not be prepared to cast the fist 

stone when we know of the infraction of sin! 

 
9When they heard it, they went away, one by one, 

beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone with 

the woman standing before him. 

 

 
10Jesus straightened up and said to her, ‘Woman, where 

are they? Has no one condemned you?’ 11She said, ‘No 

one, sir.’ And Jesus said, ‘Neither do I condemn you. Go 

your way, and from now on do not sin again.’   

 (That’s repeatable!) 

 

 

 
‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the 

first to throw a stone at her.’ 

 

PART TWO GRACE: 

 

Who can I ask to stand before us this morning? 

…  

You’ve been caught in your own sin! 

YOU … YOU … you’ve been caught in that sin 

that is yours! 

Come on up … before I ask our safety team to 

bring you up? 

STAND HERE … each one of us has a stone 

taped to the pew where you are sitting …  

The one who is free of sin … fire it on up here! 

 

Wait … this story is not about me!  The story is 

not about us!  The story is not relevant to our 

day!   We don’t stone … and the story is very 

specific to a moment when Jesus is being 

tested by the scribes and Pharisees! 

 

WAIT … this First stone …  this is the stone of 

GRACE for it is not thrown … 

 

AND it is not about Jesus!  It is about the 

integrity of all the people gathered there that 

day! 

 
‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the 

first to throw a stone at her.’ 

 
Amazing Grace 

The United Methodist Hymnal Number 378 

Text: John Newton 

 

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 

was blind, but now I see. 

 

2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 

the hour I first believed. 

 

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

I have already come; 

'tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 

 

4. The Lord has promised good to me, 

his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be, 

as long as life endures. 

 

5. Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 

and mortal life shall cease, 

I shall possess, within the veil, 

a life of joy and peace. 

 

6. When we've been there ten thousand years, 

bright shining as the sun, 

we've no less days to sing God's praise 

than when we first begun. 
 

 



‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the 

first to throw a stone at her.’ 

 

Merriam-Webster defines Grace as 

1a : unmerited divine assistance given to 

humans for their regeneration or sanctification  

b : a virtue coming from God  

c : a state of sanctification enjoyed through 

divine assistance  

2a : approval, favor stayed in his good graces  

b mercy, pardon  

d : an act or instance of kindness, courtesy, or 

clemency  

e : a reprieve  

 

‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the 

first to throw a stone at her.’ 

Who is worthy of God’s Grace? 

Careful … it is a trick question! 

Is the answer “No one!” 

or 

Is the answer “ALL of US!” 

 

Who is worthy of God’s grace? 

You are…  

The stone of grace is on the ground! 

 

‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the 

first to throw a stone at her.’ 

 

Lord God, Grant us wisdom. 

Grant us courage. 

Serving you whom we adore  

Serving you whom we adore 

For you are the God of Grace and God of Glory 

 

 

 

 

 

GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY! 

1 God of grace and God of glory, 

on your people pour your power; 

crown your ancient church's story, 

bring its bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us 

free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days. 

3 Cure your children's warring madness; 

bend our pride to your control; 

shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

lest we miss your kingdom's goal, 

lest we miss your kingdom's goal. 

4 Save us from weak resignation 

to the evils we deplore; 

let the gift of your salvation 

be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

serving you whom we adore, 

serving you whom we adore. 

 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/approval
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/approval
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/favor
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/favor
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/mercy
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/mercy
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/pardon
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/pardon
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/reprieve
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/reprieve

