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John 19: 23 

 
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his 

clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each 

soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was 

seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 

 

STONES: 

The Stones of Judgment: 

Judgment. 

 

PART ONE JESUS: 

 
2And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it 

on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. 
3They kept coming up to him, saying, ‘Hail, King of 

the Jews!’ and striking him on the face. 4Pilate went 

out again and said to them, ‘Look, I am bringing 

him out to you to let you know that I find no case 

against him.’ 5So Jesus came out, wearing the 

crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to 

them, ‘Here is the man!’ 6When the chief priests 

and the police saw him, they shouted, ‘Crucify him! 

Crucify him!’ Pilate said to them, ‘Take him 

yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against 

him.’ 7The Jews answered him, ‘We have a law, 

and according to that law he ought to die because 

he has claimed to be the Son of God.’ 

 

And… 

 
12From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the 

Jews cried out, ‘If you release this man, you are no 

friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a 

king sets himself against the emperor.’  

13 When Pilate heard these words, he brought 

Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a 

place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew 

Gabbatha. 14Now it was the day of Preparation for 

the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the 

Jews, ‘Here is your King!’ 15They cried out, ‘Away 

with him! Away with him! Crucify him!’ Pilate asked 

them, ‘Shall I crucify your King?’ The chief priests 

answered, ‘We have no king but the emperor.’ 
16Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 

 

The Gospels record six trials of Jesus. 

Three were Jewish Religious Trials.  First 

before Annas, the former high priest.  The 

second was before Caiaphas, the current high 

priest, and then the Sanhedrin.  He was 

charged with blasphemy, claiming to be the 

Son of God, the Messiah.  All three trials, 

Jesus was found guilty and sentence to death! 

 

 
An art piece next to the steps where Jesus 

after being arrested was forcibly taken to 

Caiaphas the high priest’s home. 

 

 
The Steps that Jesus was brought up out of the 

Kidron Valley into Caiaphas’ home! 

 
Under the Chief Priest’ home … a dungeon 

where Jesus was held. 

 



 

Then there were three Roman Civil trials:  First, 

Jesus was before Pilot.  Second he was before 

Herod, he wanted nothing to do with the 

political liability and sent Jesus back to Pilot.  

The final trial was before Pilot.  And Pilot had 

Jesus whipped / scourged in hopes to quiet the 

crowds.  Jesus was charged with inciting the 

people to riot, forbidding the people to pay their 

taxes, and claiming to be King.  In all three civil 

courts, Jesus was found innocent.   

 

Remember verse 6 of John Chapter 19? 
6When the chief priests and the police saw him, 

they shouted, ‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’ Pilate said 

to them, ‘Take him yourselves and crucify him; 

 

PART TWO Judgment: 

 

The Stone of Judgment this morning surrounds 

the moments of Judgment for Jesus of 

Nazareth. 

 

Jesus was brought to Judgment by the 

Religious authorities of his time.  He scared 

them!  He threatened them.  He demanded 

change.  Jesus demanded new understandings 

of the laws.  He threatened the status quo!   

I hear the lyrics from Jesus Christ Superstar: 

Caiaphas the high priest is speaking to the 

other priests: 

‘We need a more permanent solution to our 

problem.’   This Jesus, This Jesus must die. 

Eventually they all sing: 

‘Must die, must die, this Jesus must, Jesus 

must, Jesus must die! 

 

The scriptures read repeatedly: 

“the crowd that shouts “Crucify him!” 

 

6When the chief priests and the police saw him, 

they shouted, ‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’ Pilate said 

to them, ‘Take him yourselves and crucify him; 

Yes,  the scriptures speak of the six trials of 

Jesus:  three he is found guilty / three he is 

found innocent … and ultimately the people cry 

out “Crucify him!” 

The seventh and Final Trial of Jesus Christ is 

the trial that happens in our individual hearts! 

Is Jesus innocent or guilty?  … without 

exception the people / no … the religious 

authorities and the people of the day … they 

cried out “Crucify Him!” 

The Stone of Judgment is the stone we stand 

on today when we TOO … WHEN WE JOIN 

THE CHORUS of the Crowds … then and now 

… and honestly … honestly … know that we 

too would cry out “Crucify Him.”   

This Jesus, This Jesus, This Jesus must die! 

Our judgment upon the hope of the world … 

the light of the world 

Isaiah chapter 9 verse 6: 

6 For a child has been born for us, 

   a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

   and he is named 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Each one of us has the responsibility of killing 

Jesus. 

Judgment is real. 

That judgment is the nightmare of our 

relationship with GOD ALMIGHTY. 

It is because of Jesus Christ who says in the 

moments before his death:  LUKE’S gospel 

records for us in chapter 23: 34 …. 

“Father, Forgive them for they know not what 

they do.”   

When we honestly live into this moment and 

discover that we have what it takes to 

condemn Jesus to death … then and only then 

do we discover that Judgment really only 

belongs to GOD …  

Please hear the judgment that is born of us … 

we human beings!  We believe that Jesus YES 

… This Jesus must die! … and we don’t stop 

until he is dead… We kill him because he 



threatens our way of life / life comfortable / life 

sacrificed to the gods of prosperity…  

When we own up to killing Jesus … Then 

something happens to us. 

THE GOSPEL CAN become real… it is from 

death that new life emerges.  It is our judgment 

of GOD’S only son that we are found guilty … 

We … YES WE are the ones who found 

JESUS guilty… and in our Judgment we 

ourselves become forever in need of God’s 

grace, redemption and resurrection faith. 

THE STONE of Judgment.   

Simply prepares us for EASTER.  Our swift 

JUDGMENT of Jesus in the Gospels is the 

path … frightening / ugly / merited / and 

horribly our responsibility. 

 

So… dear friends:  Have I overstated the need 

for our salvation because of our desire to kill 

our Jesus… ABSOLUTELY … And deep in our 

hearts, we know it to be true. 

The good news?  The good news is that this is 

God’s story of us.  And it is tragic. 

Our final song is a tragic song also … it is the 

story of our rejection of Jesus buried in a 

happy tune!  … the Gospel of Jesus as we 

approach LENT is through our judgment of the 

cross of Christ. 

 

LORD OF THE DANCE: 

I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 

And I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 

And I came down from heaven and I danced on the 

earth: 

At Bethlehem I had my birth. 

Dance, then, wherever you may be, 

I am the Lord of the dance, said he, 

And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 

And I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee, 

But they would not dance and they wouldn't follow 

me; 

I danced for the fishermen, for James and John; 

They came with me and the dance went on: 

Dance, then, wherever you may be, 

I am the Lord of the dance, said he, 

And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 

And I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame: 

The holy people said it was a shame. 

They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on 

high, 

And they left me there on a cross to die: 

Dance, then, wherever you may be, 

I am the Lord of the dance, said he, 

And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 

And I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

 


