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Matthew 28: 1-6 
 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was 

dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 

see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great 

earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending 

from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat 

on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his 

clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards 

shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to 

the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are 

looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for 

he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 

where he lay.  

 

Part ONE The Rolling Stone!  

 

Happy Easter …  
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Christ is Risen … Christ is risen indeed! 

The Gospel of Matthew reads that on that first 

day of the week … Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to the tomb! … Earth quake  

ANGEL 

ROLLING STONE! 

And the Angel sits on the stone and says …  
, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus 

who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been 

raised, 

The only Message on Easter Sunday morning 

is simply:  at the tomb … “He is not here; For 

he has been raised!” 

At the garden tomb … it is clear that there was 

a stone in front of the door of the tomb… And 

there was a groove for it to be rolling. 
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Rev. Elizabeth Jackson and I stopped for a 

moment to be in the place where the angel sat 

on top of a big rolling stone … “He is not here; 

For he has been raised!” 

 

 

Part TWO  From the ashes!  

 
As Pastor Harry Richard watched the flames 

consume Paris' Notre Dame Cathedral on 

Tuesday, his soul swirled with emotions. 
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Just two weeks earlier, on April 2, Richard's own 

church, Greater Union Baptist Church in 

Opelousas, Louisiana, was set ablaze. It was 

one of three predominantly black churches in the 

area that were intentionally burned down, 

according to police. 

 

But the Baptist pastor said he also sensed the 

pull of something deeper, perhaps even divine, 

in the aftermath of the fires. 

 
12.4 

 
 

"I think that God is using these moments to bring 

us closer together as a world," Richard said. 

"This is God's hand on our lives to make us 

realize that we are all connected in some 

form or fashion." 

 

And so this Sunday will, in some sense, be 

remembered as an Easter amid the ashes, 

as Christians from Louisiana to Paris, 

France, the island where Notre Dame 

Cathedral sits surrounded by the Seine 

River, take refuge in the hope of 

resurrection. 

 



"What does the Lord want to tell us through 

this ordeal?" asked Aupetit. "Here we move 

from the scandal of death to the mystery of 

resurrection. Our hope will never 

disappoint us because it is based not on 

buildings of stone, which we will rebuild, 

but on the Risen One who remains 

forever." 

 

 
But watching the crowd of Parisians 

serenade their burning cathedral Tuesday 

night with "Ave Maria," a hymn about St. 

Mary, the idea arose that any church, even 

a cathedral, is only a monument to faith. 

They are expressions of a human longing 

for the sacred and the spiritual, but they are 

not the longing itself -- and that impulse, if 

history is any judge, can be much more 

difficult to destroy. 

 

Or, as Pastor Richard said more succinctly, 

"Our faith isn't in any building. Our faith is in 

us." 

Daniel Burke Reporter. 
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Part THREE THE LORD IS HERE!  

 
12.6 

 

Be certain:  The EASTER Message is that the 

Lord is still here!   

CHRIST is not in a tomb. 

Christ is not in the tragedy 

Christ is not lost in death 

 

INDEED Christ is no longer in a tomb 

Christ is alive through the worst 

Christ is in the discovery of new beginnings 

Christ is alive! 
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Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

The United Methodist Hymnal Number 302 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788  

 

1. Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  

Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!  

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!  

Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!  

 

2. Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  

Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!  

Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!  

Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!  

 

3. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!  

Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!  

Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!  

Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!  

 

4. Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!  

Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!  

Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!  

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!  

 
5. Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia!  

Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia!  

Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia!  

Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia!  

 

6. King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia!  

Everlasting life is this, Alleluia!  

Thee to know, thy power to prove, Alleluia!  

Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia! 

 


