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Matthew 27:59,60,66 
59So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean 

linen cloth 60and laid it in his own new tomb, which he 

had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the 

door of the tomb and went away. 

 
66So they went with the guard and made the tomb 

secure by sealing the stone. 

STONES: 

We began the journey to Easter with the 

stones of Temptation:  These stones can 

become loaves of bread. 

Stones of Punishment:  avoiding a millstone 

around our necks!  Do not harm a little one in 

the faith! 

Stones of Grace:  the people starting with the 

Elders dropped their stones.  Let the one who 

is free of sin be the first to throw a stone. 

The stones of judgment:  on the stones of 

Judgment the crowds shouted Crucify him!  We 

cried out for the death of Jesus! 

Today: 

The Stone of Death: 

The only way to EASTER FAITH is through 

the truth of Death. 

PART ONE JESUS: 

On our way to Easter 2019.  Jesus of Nazareth 

dies.    

From the Modern Affirmation of faith: 
We believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of 

man, the gift of the Father’s unfailing grace, the 

ground of our hope, and the promise of our 

deliverance from sin and death. 

 

And from the Nicene Creed: 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 

Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 

the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation He came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 

Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake 

He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He 

suffered death and was buried.  

Jesus of Nazareth was Crucified, dead, and 

buried! 

In Jerusalem … in the church of the Holy 

Sepulcher there is an altar built over a rock… 

and the hole where the cross fell in is there. 
(Photo 11.1 Holy Sepulcher Golgotha) 

 
And… Outside the modern walls of the city 

Jerusalem there is a stone that resembles 

Golgotha … The place of the skull!  It is near 

one of the busiest Bus stations in Jerusalem. 
(Photo 11.2 Golgotha neat the Garden Tomb) 

 
 
Jesus and the two thieves that were killed on either 

side of him all died that day.  Nailed to a cross to 

disgrace them.  Capital Punishment in the ancient 

world.  Jesus died.  And when they brought his 

body down … Joseph of Arimathea (a prominent 

member of the Jewish Council and follower of 

Jesus) offered his own tomb for Jesus body. 

 

Inside the modern walls of Jerusalem, But outside 

the walls of the city during Jesus time is now a 

large Church.  The Church of the Holy Sepulcher.  

The church of the HOLY TOMB... 

Above the tomb a shrine was constructed.  And 

around and above that shrine a massive building. 
 

(Photo 11.3 The Church of the Holy Sepulcher) 

 
 



Outside the modern walls of the Old City 

Jerusalem is that Bus Station and a place 

called Golgotha! 

AND NEAR That place is a Garden Tomb.  It is 

the sacred and holy place for Christian Pilgrims 

to visit and remember Jesus death and 

Resurrection. 
(Photo 11.4 The Garden Tomb) 

 
When out Guide Issa was asked which one of 

the tombs do you think is more likely to be the 

real one.  Issa looked very seriously at us and 

said:  “Does it matter?  Both are empty!” 

 

There is no doubt that visiting these sacred 

and Holy places force us to examine the reality 

that Jesus was killed … Crucified… He was 

dead … and he was buried.  Buried in a tomb. 

 

As pilgrims life and death and faith come into 

focus. 

As people of faith, we know that to live is to 

die!  We are not immortal!  Our mortality is and 

authentic truth, none of us can escape! 

 

I am so grateful, Dena and I could be on Holy 

Ground at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher 

and the Garden Tomb. 

 
(Photo 11.5 Dena and I, standing at the Holy Sepulcher Church) 

 
TO the death of Jesus Christ all the Gospels 

agree.   

 

 

 

 

PART TWO Death: 

Death is the reality of life.  For those of us who 

are acquainted with grief, we know too well that 

death is wall, it is real, it is final!  Death is 

inescapable. 

The only way to EASTER FAITH is through 

the truth of Death. 

The Apostle Paul knew that All of us must die!  

He speaks to the faith we have in Jesus Christ! 

He calls us into the faith that lifts us when 

death comes our way: 

1 Corinthians: 15: 

50 What I am saying, brothers and sisters, 

is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the 

kingdom of God, nor does the perishable 

inherit the imperishable. 51Listen, I will tell 

you a mystery! We will not all die, but we 

will all be changed, 52in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For 

the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 

raised imperishable, and we will be 

changed. 53For this perishable body must 

put on imperishability, and this mortal body 

must put on immortality. 54When this 

perishable body puts on imperishability, and 

this mortal body puts on immortality, then 

the saying that is written will be fulfilled: 

‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’  
55 ‘Where, O death, is your victory? 

   Where, O death, is your sting?’  
56The sting of death is sin, and the power of 

sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, who 

gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

We will survive when someone near us dies.  

And we will find the truth of our faith when we 

die. 

I confess, I am with Paul on this one.  . 51Listen, 

I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we 

will all be changed, 52in a moment, in the twinkling 

of an eye, at the last trumpet. 

Wise teachers say that we are to listen to the 

ways of our souls recovery from death near to 

us: 

 

 



(Photo 11.6 Stages of Grief directional Sign) 

 

Elizabeth Kubler Ross offered up these five 

stages of grief that we experience upon a 

death.  Some say there are more that can be 

named. 

The truth is that these real emotions are stages 

that can be left behind.  Grief is a life long 

journey that will forever provide waves of these 

emotions.  Waves of grief emotions with 

different intensity along the way. 

Death is the moment when we share words of 

our faith: 

We believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of 

man, the gift of the Father’s unfailing grace, the 

ground of our hope, and the promise of our 

deliverance from sin and death. 

The path to Easter is over thee stone of Death. 

This whole sermon series was born of two 

ideas: 

First:  From Luke chapter 19:  it is the scripture 

of Palm Sunday:  Listen for the stones: 

37As he was now approaching the path down from the 

Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples 

began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the 

deeds of power that they had seen, 38saying, 

HOSANNA! 

‘Blessed is the king 

   who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Peace in heaven, 

   and glory in the highest heaven!’  
39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, 

‘Teacher, order your disciples to stop.’ 40He 

answered, ‘I tell you, if these were silent, the stones 

would shout out.’  

The Second source of the idea came from 

Matthew’s gospel:  

Matthew 28.2: 

And suddenly there was a great earthquake; 

for an angel of the Lord, descending from 

heaven, came and rolled back the stone and 

sat on it.  

(actually Matthew, Mark and Luke all speak of 

the Rolling Stone of Easter dawn.) 

The only way to EASTER FAITH is through 

the truth of Death. 

Jesus death. 

Our loved ones. 

And our selves. 

When we stand at the cross and at the tomb… 

then we discover the need for our LORD… Call 

upon Jesus Christ today.  Call upon Jesus to 

say, I surrender to the truth that you are the 

one who shatters the barrier of death.  Please 

Jesus awaken us all to our need for you in the 

hour of our immortality! 

The Old Rugged Cross 

The United Methodist Hymnal Number 504 

Text: George Bennard, 1873-1958  

1. On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,  

the emblem of suffering and shame;  

and I love that old cross where the dearest and best  

for a world of lost sinners was slain.  

Refrain:  

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross,  

till my trophies at last I lay down;  

I will cling to the old rugged cross,  

and exchange it some day for a crown.  

 

2. O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world,  

has a wondrous attraction for me;  

for the dear Lamb of God left his glory above  

to bear it to dark Calvary.  

(Refrain)  

 
3. In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine,  

a wondrous beauty I see,  

for 'twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died,  

to pardon and sanctify me.  

(Refrain)  
 

4. To that old rugged cross I will ever be true,  

its shame and reproach gladly bear;  

then he'll call me some day to my home far away,  

where his glory forever I'll share.  

(Refrain)  

 


