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Philippians 2: 1-11 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any 

consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: 

be of the same mind, having the same love, being in 

full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 

better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your 

own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the 

same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 

   did not regard equality with God 

   as something to be exploited,  
7 but emptied himself, 

   taking the form of a slave, 

   being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form,  
8   he humbled himself 

   and became obedient to the point of death— 

   even death on a cross.  

 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 

   and gave him the name 

   that is above every name,  
10 so that at the name of Jesus 

   every knee should bend, 

   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
11 and every tongue should confess 

   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

   to the glory of God the Father.  

 

Here we are.  Mother’s Day 2019. 

Listening to the Apostle Paul’s Letter to the 

Philippians is a gift.  In the next several weeks 

we will listen to Paul and our faith as we 

discover our own thoughts and interactions 

with Paul’s faith. 

 

Last year some of us were around to listen to 

the first Chapter of this letter.  If you want to 

listen again, at the web site Sunrise UMC 

Colorado Springs … You will find the audio and 

notes from July 22nd and July 29th Last year…  

 

Our sermon today: 

Some parts of today’s sermon: 

Paul to the Philippians 

Jesus to his followers 

Some more Paul 

And a few family stories 

 Here we go with Chapter 2.   

 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any 

consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: 

be of the same mind, having the same love, being in 

full accord and of one mind. 

 

“Make my Joy COMPLETE …”  I hear those 

words echo… 

 

Oh How I share the words of the Apostle Paul 

in these days when I know that many of us are 

not of one mind… 

I hear the intense high calling of Paul to the 

Philippians: 

Imagine these words to us “the church” in our 

day, this day … this very day: 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any 

consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: 

be of the same mind, having the same love, being in 

full accord and of one mind. 

 

Jesus wieghed in on Joy complet also.  

Remember in his final speech to the disciples 

in the Gospel of John: 

John 15: 
10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 

love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 

and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you 

so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 

complete.  

12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another 

as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, 

to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 

JESUS wants us to know this compele joy…He 

continues: 

John 16: 
24Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. 

Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be 

complete. 

 

We seek the Complete Joy through the 

Commandment to Love one another and the 

authentic prayers when we seek the Lord’s 

guidance …  

 

Paul reinforces love / sharing / compassion / 

sympathy. 

 



 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any 

consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: 

be of the same mind, having the same love, being in 

full accord and of one mind. 

 

THEN he keeps this thought:  Be of the same 

mind, having the same love, being in full 

accord and of one mind… 

Sometimes … Sometimes … I really think that 

the apostle Paul was a real wishful thinker… I 

think, Certainly, Paul did not ever believe that 

all of us could ever think the same way … to 

have the same ideas / same thoughts / same 

reactions / same feelings … being of one mind 

must mean something other than creating a list 

that we all agree on and do not find any 

disagreements.  JOY is born not so much of 

the same thoughts / same ideas / but the same 

mind …  

Paul was speaking of If then there is any 

encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, 

any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and 

sympathy, 

So we pray to the Lord that we can be 

encouraged in Christ …  We can console from 

Love … Share in the Spirit … and offer our 

compassion and sympathy … 

Personally, I am big fan of such things.  Born of 

listening to one another in the Spirit of Christ 

and shared creation of God. 

 

Paul also added: 
3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

humility regard others as better than yourselves. 
4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to 

the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that 

was in Christ Jesus, 

WOW … THERE Paul goes again … he is 

more intense than Jesus at times …. Saying to 

us … Do nothing from Selfish ambition or 

conceit!  But in HUMILITY … regard others as 

better than yourselves!!?!? 

 

 

Today,  I am listening to the voice of my mom 

through the ages.   

Verna Lou Simonson Lindemood.  She is to be 

92 years young later this month.  The world 

became a better place the day she was born:  

May 28th, 1927.   

She helped establish three boys into a family of 

love.  She declared that we would act like 

family.  Mom had the look … We all know the 

Mother’s look … just as we know the 

significance of the moment when Mom called 

us by our full name. 

I have told this story before, but it makes me 

smile and reminds me of God’s intense desires 

for us… 

I do not remember … I only remember the 

family telling the story… 

Remember I am named after my Grand fathers 

…  Olon Lindemood and Mulford Simonson…  

Once while visiting the Lindemood 

Grandparents,  Mom took me to the Grocery 

store with my Grand father … We must have 

been in the Breakfast cereal isle and I must 

have been reaching for Captin’ Crunch on the 

shelf.  My mom used her voice … and said 

“OLON LINDEMOOD!” 

Well …. Appearently, my grandfather turned 

around too… and the color from his face went 

pale … it was as though he too became a little 

boy at the voice of his mother making a 

correction!  

I also remember my father calling out all the 

names of the kids … Occastionally he would 

list the dog too… Stephen / Mark / Olon … 

Pepper! Our boston terrier!  (I am being kind, 

God rest my father’s soul!?!?, we are in 

church) 

 

I ramble about my family, because that is 

where I  learned to be of one mind … And I 

remain in one mind with my family, my brothers 

… oh … when we are together, there certain 

topics, we do not spend a whole lot of time on 

… but … when My brother Stephen calls, and 

hands the phone to my mom … as one of my 

mother’s sons … we are of one mind before 

mom… she loves us … we love her… it unifies 

us …  

 

As God’s children, we are unified, and we do 

become of one mind as we love our GOD … 

and as we love our sisters and brothers. 



 

 

 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any 

consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: 

be of the same mind, having the same love, being in 

full accord and of one mind. 
3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let 

each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 

interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that 

was in Christ Jesus, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Shall We Gather at the River 

Hymnal Number 723 

Text: Robert Lowry  

 

 

1. Shall we gather at the river,  

where bright angel feet have trod,  

with its crystal tide forever  

flowing by the throne of God?  

Refrain:  

Yes, we'll gather at the river,  

the beautiful, the beautiful river;  

gather with the saints at the river  

that flows by the throne of God.  

 

2. On the margin of the river,  

washing up its silver spray,  

we will walk and worship ever,  

all the happy golden day.  

(Refrain)  

 

3. Ere we reach the shining river,  

lay we every burden down;  

grace our spirits will deliver,  

and provide a robe and crown.  

(Refrain)  

 

4. Soon we'll reach the shining river,  

soon our pilgrimage will cease;  

soon our happy hearts will quiver  

with the melody of peace.  

(Refrain)  

 


