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Philippians 2: 12-16 
Shining as Lights in the World 

 

12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always 

obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more 

now in my absence, work out your own salvation with 

fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, 

enabling you both to will and to work for his good 

pleasure. 

 

14 Do all things without murmuring and arguing, 15so 

that you may be blameless and innocent, children of 

God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and 

perverse generation, in which you shine like stars in the 

world. 16It is by your holding fast to the word of life that I 

can boast on the day of Christ that I did not run in vain or 

labour in vain. 

 

Repeat: 
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 

13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both 

to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

 

Responsibility of faith… The Joy of 

Responisbility!  Oh Joy … we have more 

Responsibility!?!?!?! 

 

 

 

 
12 What I'm getting at, friends, is that you should 

simply keep on doing what you've done from the 

beginning. When I was living among you, you 

lived in responsive obedience. Now that I'm 

separated from you, keep it up. Better yet, 

redouble your efforts. Be energetic in your 

life of salvation, reverent and sensitive 

before God.  

13 That energy is God's energy, an energy 

deep within you, God himself willing and 

working at what will give him the most 

pleasure.  

14 Do everything readily and cheerfully - no 

bickering, no second-guessing allowed!  

15 Go out into the world uncorrupted, a breath of 

fresh air in this squalid and polluted society. 

Provide people with a glimpse of good living and 

of the living God. Carry the light-giving Message 

into the night  

16 so I'll have good cause to be proud of you on 

the day that Christ returns. You'll be living proof 

that I didn't go to all this work for nothing.  

We are invited to take joy in the responsibility 

of our faith / our salvation / our relationship with 

God and Our Love of others. 

 

Arianna Siegal read a story about the 

responsibility of loving relationships: 

 

When I was a kid, my Mom liked to make 

breakfast food for dinner every now and then. 

And I remember one night in particular when she 

had made dinner after a long, hard day at work. 

On that evening so long ago, my Mom placed a 

plate of eggs, sausage and extremely burned 

biscuits in front of my dad. I remember waiting 

to see if anyone noticed! Yet all dad did was 

reached for his biscuit, smile at my Mom and ask 

me how my day was at school. I don’t remember 

what I told him that night, but I do remember 

watching him smear butter and jelly on that 

biscuit and eat every bite! 

 

When I got up from the table that evening, I 

remember hearing my Mom apologize to my dad 

for burning the biscuits. And I’ll never forget 

what he said: “Honey, I love burned biscuits.” 

 

Later that night, I went to kiss Daddy good 

night and I asked him if he really liked his 

biscuits burned. He wrapped me in his arms and 

said, “Your Momma put in a hard day at work 

today and she’s real tired. And besides – a little 

burned biscuit never hurt anyone!” 

 

    Moral: Life is full of imperfect things and 

imperfect people. I’m not the best at hardly 

anything, and I forget birthdays and 

anniversaries just like everyone else. But what 

I’ve learned over the years is that learning to 

accept each others faults – and choosing to 

celebrate each others differences – is one of 

the most important keys to creating a healthy, 

growing, and lasting relationship. 

 

 



Paul reminds us: 
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 

13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both 

to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
With great power comes great responsibility. 

Stanley Martin Lieber 

 

 
One of the annoying things about believing in 

free will and individual responsibility is the 

difficulty of finding somebody to blame your 

problems on. And when you do find somebody, 

it's remarkable how often his picture turns up 

on your driver's license. 

P.J. O'Rourke 

 
Now that I'm separated from you, keep it up. 

Better yet, redouble your efforts. Be 

energetic in your life of salvation, reverent 

and sensitive before God.  

13 That energy is God's energy, an energy 

deep within you, God himself willing and 

working at what will give him the most 

pleasure.  

 
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 

13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both 

to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

 

 

John 14: 
8 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and 

we will be satisfied.’ 9Jesus said to him, ‘Have I 

been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do 

not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the 

Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? 
10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 

not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in 

me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, 

then believe me because of the works themselves. 
12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me 

will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 

greater works than these, because I am going to 

the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my 

name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I 

will do it.  (Oops … what about the Nuggets and 

What about the Avalanch SEVENTH GAMES?) 

 

With Philip we ask:  Lord … show us … SHOW US!  

The Lord responds … What part of here it is did 

you miss?  COME ON … I teach you love … so 

does your GOD!  So … Love … take responsibility 

for your faith / salvation / your actions /  

SHOW GOD what you are made of!   

 
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 

13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both 

to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWING LOW SWEET CHARIOT 
Refrain: 

Swing low, sweet chariot, 

coming for to carry me home; 

swing low, sweet chariot, 

coming for to carry me home. 

 

1 I looked over Jordan, and what did I see, 

coming for to carry me home? 

A band of angels coming after me, 

coming for to carry me home. 

(Refrain) 

 

2 If you get there before I do, 

coming for to carry me home; 

tell all my friends I'm coming too, 

coming for to carry me home. 

(Refrain) 

 

3 I'm sometimes up, I'm sometimes down, 

coming for to carry me home; 

but still my soul feels heavenly bound, 

coming for to carry me home. 

(Refrain) 

 

4 The brightest day that I can say, 

coming for to carry me home; 

when Jesus washed my sins away, 

coming for to carry me home. 

(Refrain) 


