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Philippians 2: 17-30 
 

But even if I am being poured out as a libation over the 

sacrifice and the offering of your faith, I am glad and 

rejoice with all of you— 18and in the same way you also 

must be glad and rejoice with me.  

Timothy and Epaphroditus 

19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, 

so that I may be cheered by news of you. 20I have no 

one like him who will be genuinely concerned for your 

welfare. 21All of them are seeking their own interests, not 

those of Jesus Christ. 22But Timothy’s worth you know, 

how like a son with a father he has served with me in the 

work of the gospel. 23I hope therefore to send him as 

soon as I see how things go with me; 24and I trust in the 

Lord that I will also come soon.  

25 Still, I think it necessary to send to you 

Epaphroditus—my brother and co-worker and fellow-

soldier, your messenger and minister to my need; 26for 

he has been longing for all of you, and has been 

distressed because you heard that he was ill. 27He was 

indeed so ill that he nearly died. But God had mercy on 

him, and not only on him but on me also, so that I would 

not have one sorrow after another. 28I am the more 

eager to send him, therefore, in order that you may 

rejoice at seeing him again, and that I may be less 

anxious. 29Welcome him then in the Lord with all joy, 

and honour such people, 30because he came close 

to death for the work of Christ, risking his life to 

make up for those services that you could not give 

me.  

 

Repeat: 
29Welcome him (Epaphroditius) then in the Lord with 

all joy, and honour such people, 30because he came 

close to death for the work of Christ, risking his life 

to make up for those services that you could not 

give me. 

 

Count it all JOY: 

Joy of Ministry 

 

Paul and Timothy and Epaphroditius 

They are called by God. They were quite the 

ministry team. As Paul is speaking to his 

beloved friends in Christ who were in Philippi 

… He was reminding them of the cost of 

having brought the Message of Christ to them.  

He was now ill … sick … and Epaphaditius had 

also been ill.  Timothy seemed to be the 

healthy one.   

Paul wanted to have a pastor in Philippi. 

 

Eugene Peterson translates / paraphrases this 

way: 

 
17 Even if I am executed here and now, I'll rejoice in 

being an element in the offering of your faith that you 

make on Christ's altar, a part of your rejoicing.  

18 But turnabout's fair play - you must join me in my 

rejoicing. Whatever you do, don't feel sorry for me.  

19 I plan (according to Jesus' plan) to send Timothy to 

you very soon so he can bring back all the news of you 

he can gather. Oh, how that will do my heart good!  

20 I have no one quite like Timothy. He is loyal, and 

genuinely concerned for you.  

21 Most people around here are looking out for 

themselves, with little concern for the things of Jesus.  

22 But you know yourselves that Timothy's the real 

thing. He's been a devoted son to me as together we've 

delivered the Message.  

23 As soon as I see how things are going to fall out for 

me here, I plan to send him off.  

24 And then I'm hoping and praying to be right on his 

heels.  

25 But for right now, I'm dispatching Epaphroditus, my 

good friend and companion in my work. You sent him to 

help me out; now I'm sending him to help you out.  

26 He has been wanting in the worst way to get back 

with you. Especially since recovering from the illness you 

heard about, he's been wanting to get back and 

reassure you that he is just fine.  

27 He nearly died, as you know, but God had mercy on 

him. And not only on him - he had mercy on me, too. His 

death would have been one huge grief piled on top of all 

the others.  

28 So you can see why I'm so delighted to send him on 

to you. When you see him again, hale and hearty, how 

you'll rejoice and how relieved I'll be.  

29 Give him a grand welcome, a joyful embrace! People 

like him deserve the best you can give.  

30 Remember the ministry to me that you started but 

weren't able to complete? Well, in the process of 

finishing up that work, he put his life on the line and 

nearly died doing it.  

 
29Welcome him then in the Lord with all joy, and 

honour such people, 30because he came close to 

death for the work of Christ, risking his life to make 

up for those services that you could not give me. 

 

Paul is sharing the joy of ministry through 

Timothy and Epaphroditius.  They all knew the 

power of God’s claim on their lives to serve 

Christ. 

 



Jeremiah, the prophet, (not the bullfrog) writes 

of his call from the Lord: (Chapter 1:4-10) 
4 Now the word of the Lord came to me saying,  
5 ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

and before you were born I consecrated you; 

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.’  
6Then I said, ‘Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know 

how to speak, for I am only a boy.’ 7But the Lord 

said to me, 

‘Do not say, “I am only a boy”; 

for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 

and you shall speak whatever I command you.  
8 Do not be afraid of them, 

for I am with you to deliver you,  

says the Lord.’  
9Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my 

mouth; and the Lord said to me, 

‘Now I have put my words in your mouth.  
10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over 

kingdoms, 

to pluck up and to pull down, 

to destroy and to overthrow, 

to build and to plant.’  

 

There are moments when the Lord calls out 

leaders to be in Ministry … not just full time 

pastors, to be responding to God’s call means 

to live for Christ in all that we do.  It means 

being a good neighbor, a devoted friend, a 

listening colleague, a loving spouse, an 

encouraging coworker,  the moment of ministry 

is in each moment. 

 

It is Memorial Day Weekend. 

One of my dear friends on facebook who is a 

veteran posted this:  (the photo of a dry erase 

board in his American Legion Hall.  It was part 

of a training offered by the American Gold Star 

Mother’s  

 

 

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE: 

Armed Forces Day (3rd Saturday of May) 

For those who currently wear the 

uniform 

Veterans Day (Nov. 11) 

 For those who used to wear the uniform 

MEMORIAL DAY (Last Monday of May) 

For those who never made it out of 

uniform 

 

 
 

Call has many forms.  On this Memorial Day 

Weekend, I would like to have us remember 

Four Chaplains who were called: 

 
29Welcome him then in the Lord with all joy, and 

honour such people, 30because he came close to 

death for the work of Christ, risking his life to make 

up for those services that you could not give me. 

Or: 
30 Remember the ministry to me that you started but 

weren't able to complete? Well, in the process of 

finishing up that work, he put his life on the line and 

nearly died doing it.  

 

 
 
It was Feb. 3, 1943, and the U.S. Army Transport Dorchester 

was one of three ships in a convoy, moving across the Atlantic 

from Newfoundland to an American base in Greenland. A 

converted luxury liner, the Dorchester was crowded to 

capacity, carrying 902 servicemen, merchant seamen and 

civilian workers.  

16.1 

 
 

It was only 150 miles from its destination when shortly after 

midnight, an officer aboard the German submarine U2 

spotted it. After identifying and targeting the ship, he gave 

orders to fire. The hit was decisive, striking the ship, far below 

the water line. The initial blast killed scores of men and 

seriously wounded many more.  

 



Others, stunned by the explosion were groping in the 

darkness. Panic and chaos quickly set in! Men were 

screaming, others crying or franticly trying to get lifeboats off 

the ship. 

 

Through the pandemonium, four men spread out among the 

Soldiers, calming the frightened, tending the wounded and 

guiding the disoriented toward safety. They were four Army 

chaplains, Lt. George Fox, a Methodist; Lt. Alexander Goode, 

a Jewish Rabbi; Lt. John Washington, a Roman Catholic Priest; 

and Lt. Clark Poling, a Dutch Reformed minister. 

 

Once topside, the chaplains opened a storage locker and 

began distributing life jackets. It was then that Engineer 

Grady Clark witnessed an astonishing sight. When there were 

no more lifejackets in the storage room, the chaplains 

simultaneously removed theirs and gave them to four 

frightened young men. When giving their life jackets, Rabbi 

Goode did not call out for a Jew; Father Washington did not 

call out for a Catholic; nor did Fox or Poling call out for a 

Protestant. They simply gave their life jackets to the next man 

in line. One survivor would later call it "It was the finest thing 

I have seen or hope to see this side of heaven."  

16.2 

 
 

As the ship went down, survivors in nearby rafts could see the 

four chaplains -- arms linked and braced against the slanting 

deck. Their voices could also be heard offering prayers and 

singing hymns.  

 

Of the 902 men aboard the U.S.A.T. Dorchester, only 230 

survived. Before boarding the Dorchester back in January, 

Chaplain Poling had asked his father to pray for him, "Not for 

my safe return, that wouldn't be fair. Just pray that I shall do 

my duty...never be a coward...and have the strength, courage 

and understanding of men. Just pray that I shall be 

adequate." 

 
29Welcome him then in the Lord with all joy, and 

honour such people, 30because he came close to 

death for the work of Christ, risking his life to make 

up for those services that you could not give me. 

Or: 
30 Remember the ministry to me that you started but 

weren't able to complete? Well, in the process of 

finishing up that work, he put his life on the line and 

nearly died doing it.  

 

 

 

 

 

For All the Saints 
Text: William W. How, 1823-1897  

Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958  

 

1. For all the saints, who from their labors rest,  

who thee by faith before the world confessed,  

thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.  

Alleluia, Alleluia!  

 

2. Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;  

thou Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;  

thou in the darkness drear, their one true light.  

Alleluia, Alleluia!  

 

3. O may thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,  

fight as the saints who nobly fought of old,  

and win with them the victor's crown of gold.  

Alleluia, Alleluia!  

 

4. O blest communion, fellowship divine!  

We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;  

yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.  

Alleluia, Alleluia!  

 

 

 

 


