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Philippians 3: 1-6 
 

3Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord.  

Breaking with the Past 

To write the same things to you is not troublesome to 

me, and for you it is a safeguard.  

2 Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, 

beware of those who mutilate the flesh! 3For it is we 

who are the circumcision, who worship in the Spirit 

of God and boast in Christ Jesus and have no 

confidence in the flesh— 4even though I, too, have 

reason for confidence in the flesh. 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the 

flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a 

member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 

a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 
6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 

righteousness under the law, blameless.  

 

Repeat: 
3For it is we who are the circumcision, who worship 

in the Spirit of God and boast in Christ Jesus and 

have no confidence in the flesh— 4even though I, 

too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the 

flesh, I have more: 
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Psalm 25 
6 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your 

steadfast love, 

   for they have been from of old.  
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my 

transgressions; 

   according to your steadfast love remember me, 

   for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!  

 
8 Good and upright is the Lord; 

   therefore he instructs sinners in the way.  
9 He leads the humble in what is right, 

   and teaches the humble his way.  

 

Proverbs 11: 
2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace; 

   but wisdom is with the humble. 

 

Humility, we know it when we see it!  We know 

when it is authentic.  We are also aware 

quickly when humility expressed is NOT 

authentic. 

Many people way in on humility.  It is critical to 

living in the modern world:  Here are a few 

voices: 

 

There is nothing I can do to undo what I did. I can 

only say again how sorry I am to those I let down 

and then strive to go forward with a greater sense of 

humility and purpose, and with gratitude to those 

who stood with me during a very difficult chapter in 

my life.  

David Petraeus 

That sounds much like the Psalmist in 25: 
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my 
transgressions; 
   according to your steadfast love remember me, 
   for your goodness’ sake, O Lord! 
 

Just knowing you don't have the answers is a recipe 

for humility, openness, acceptance, forgiveness, and 

an eagerness to learn - and those are all good things. 

Dick Van Dyke 

 

Early in life I had to choose between honest 

arrogance and hypocritical humility. I chose the 

former and have seen no reason to change.  

Frank Lloyd Wright 

This sounds much like the proverb: 
Proverbs 11: 
2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace; 

   but wisdom is with the humble. 

 
Nothing is more deceitful than the appearance of 

humility. It is often only carelessness of opinion, 

and sometimes an indirect boast.  

Jane Austen 

 

Have the humility to learn from those around you. 

John C. Maxwell 

 

Humility is always a good thing. It's always a good 

thing to be humbled by circumstances so you can 

then come from a sincere place to try to deal with 

them. 

Michael J. Fox 

 

I pray for humility, honestly, because it's very easy 

to be caught up in this world.  

Katy Perry 

 

 



Finding the JOY in Humility  takes us to the 

core of some of the teachings of the Apostle 

Paul.  As He was writing to the Pilippians … it 

sounds more like boasting and lording his own 

worthiness over the gentiles.  You see to be 

faithful in the Jewish Tradistion, you had to 

followe the Law … Paul is illustrating how good 

he was at that … better than anyone else!  

Thus he wrote: 
3For it is we who are the circumcision, who worship 

in the Spirit of God and boast in Christ Jesus and 

have no confidence in the flesh— 4even though I, 

too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the 

flesh, I have more: 

 

 The Apostle Paul knew the power of humility. 

It is grounded in Love.  It is grounded in the 

patience and truth of Love. 

Paul wrote the Church in Corinth words of 

wisdom that we are all familiar: 
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of 

angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy 

gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have 

prophetic powers, and understand all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 

all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do 

not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give away 

all my possessions, and if I hand over my 

body so that I may boast, but do not have 

love, I gain nothing.  

4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not 

envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It 

does not insist on its own way; it is not 

irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in 

wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It 

bears all things, believes all things, hopes 

all things, endures all things.  

8 Love never ends. 

 

Humility is to Love!  And in the Joy of Humility 

we discover that we love such that others are 

so much more important to God and to Us than 

our very selves … Jesus command remains: 

Love one another as I have loved you. 

 

With Humility we are Jesus people in the world 

and ours is to love with Patience and Kindness 

NOT with Envy, Boasting, arrogance, or 

rudeness. 

We are called to offer Jesus love; 

We are not the one’s insisiting on our own 

ways! 

Nor are we irritable or resentful 

Whenever possible we are NOT rejoicing in 

when wrongdoing happens … But instead we 

experince the full joy of the truth of Love; 

We live knowing that Jesus love and our own 

… can BEAR ALL THINGS… 

Our love Can BELIEVE ALL THINGS 

OUR LOVE can HOPE ALL THINGS 

And OUR LOVE … LOVE can ENDURE ALL 

THINGS! 

YES … this Jesus love … This JESUS LOVE  

NEVER ENDS!   NEVER ENDS! 

 

 

I need thee every hour I need thee: 
Annie Sherwood Hawks was the mother of three 

children when the hymn for which she is best 

known was written. Annie later wrote, “I remember 

well the morning when in the midst of the daily 

cares of my home, I was so filled with the sense of 

the nearness of the Master, that wondering how 

one could live without him either in joy or pain, 

these words ‘I Need Thee Every Hour’ were 

ushered into my mind. The hymn was wafted out to 

the world on the wings of love and joy, rather than 

under the stress of great personal sorrow. It was 

not until long years after when the shadow of a 

great loss fell over my way that I understood 

something of the comforting in the words I have 

been permitted to write.” 

 

 
1 I need thee every hour, 

most gracious Lord; 

no tender voice like thine 

can peace afford. 

 

Refrain: 

I need thee, O I need thee; 

every hour I need thee! 

O bless me now, my Savior, 

I come to thee. 

 

2 I need thee every hour, 

stay thou near by; 

temptations lose their power 

when thou art nigh. [Refrain] 

 

3 I need thee every hour, 

in joy or pain; 

come quickly, and abide, 

or life is vain. [Refrain] 
 


