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Isaiah 1:1-3; 66:22-23 
 

 

1:1 The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw 

concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, 

Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.  

The Wickedness of Judah 

 
2 Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth; 

   for the Lord has spoken: 

I reared children and brought them up, 

   but they have rebelled against me.  
3 The ox knows its owner, 

   and the donkey its master’s crib; 

but Israel does not know, 

   my people do not understand.  

 

66: 

22 For as the new heavens and the new earth, 

   which I will make, 

shall remain before me, says the Lord, 

   so shall your descendants and your name remain. 

23 From new moon to new moon, 

   and from sabbath to sabbath, 

all flesh shall come to worship before me, 

says the Lord. 

 

BIBLE/ NOT BOOK /  LIBRARY!  ISAIAH! 

 

Repeat: 
but Israel does not know, 

   my people do not understand. 
AND 

22 For as the new heavens and the new earth, 

   which I will make, 

shall remain before me, says the Lord, 

   so shall your descendants and your name remain. 

 

We do know that Prophets were foretelling the 

fall of the nation Israel THE KINGDOMS of the 

North and South… Right … not a good 

message that anyone wants to hear…. 

THE KINGDOM’s of this world fail!  THE only 

Kingdom is God’s Kingdom!  PROPHETS 

speak that word over and over… 

 

One Biblical scholar gives an overview of 

Isaiah in this way: 

(Marvin A. Sweeney 
Professor of Hebrew Bible A.B., University of Illinois; M.A., Ph.D., 

Claremont Graduate University) 

The book of Isaiah is the first of the major prophetic 

books of the Hebrew Bible, It presents the vision of the 

prophet Isaiah son of Amoz, who lived in Jerusalem 

during the late 8th century BCE in the reigns of the 

Judean kings Uzziah (r. 783–742 BCE), Jotham (r. 742–735 BCE), 

Ahaz (r. 735–715 BCE), and Hezekiah (r. 715–687/6 BCE), a period 

of Assyrian aggression. Isaiah interpreted the 

theological significance of the contemporary Assyrian 

invasions of Israel and Judah as an act of YHWH (THE 

LORD GOD ALMIGHTY) to bring divine judgment upon 

the two biblical kingdoms, although he also anticipated 

the restoration of Judah and Israel once the punishment 

was complete 

 

The book of Isaiah plays an important role in both 

Judaism and Christianity. In Christianity, Isaiah is one of 

the most widely quoted books in the New Testament, 

where it plays an important role in defining Christian 

views of Jesus as the Messiah. 

 

And from Luther Seminary commentary on 

Isaiah: 

Summary 

ISAIAH has three parts: 

The first part of this long book contains messages 

of judgment and warning similar to those of the 

other eighth-century prophets. Isaiah condemns 

hypocritical worship, complacency, and the failure 

to act with justice for the poor. The prophet also 

speaks resounding words of promise, announcing 

God's coming messianic kingdom. 

The second part of the book brings words of 

comfort and hope to the exiles in Babylonian 

captivity in the sixth century B.C.E. This section 

introduces God's suffering servant in passages that 

have become well known to believers in every 

generation. 

A third part of the book contains both warnings 

and promises for the community after its return to 

Jerusalem following the fall of Babylon in 538 

B.C.E. 

YOU JUST heard that there are three parts of 

THIS BOOK ISAIAH each at a different time in 

the history of Israel:  ONE: Before the fall of 

Jerusalem to the Babylonians / Assyrians! 

TWO:  after the fall of Jerusalem what’s called 

the EXILE!   THREE:  when the exile was over. 



 

So what? 
Well… Let us listen to Isaiah’s words in all 

three sections: 

 

PART ONE OF ISAIAH: 

WORDS OF condemnation/ failure / and 

punishment: 

Isaiah 6 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord 

sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of 

his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in 

attendance above him; each had six wings: with 

two they covered their faces, and with two they 

covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one 

called to another and said: 

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory.’  
4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of 

those who called, and the house filled with smoke. 
5And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of 

unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean 

lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 

hosts!’  

6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live 

coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair 

of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and 

said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt 

has departed and your sin is blotted out.’ 8Then I 

heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I 

send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am 

I; send me!’ 9And he said, ‘Go and say to this 

people: 

“Keep listening, but do not comprehend; 

keep looking, but do not understand.”  
10 Make the mind of this people dull, 

   and stop their ears, 

   and shut their eyes, 

so that they may not look with their eyes, 

   and listen with their ears, 

and comprehend with their minds, 

   and turn and be healed.’  
11 Then I said, ‘How long, O Lord?’ And he said: 

‘Until cities lie waste 

   without inhabitant, 

and houses without people, 

   and the land is utterly desolate;  
12 until the Lord sends everyone far away, 

   and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the 

land.  

 

PART ONE CONTINUES: 

Words of the LORD’s Kingdom coming: and a 

Messianic Promise! 

ISAIAH 9: 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

   have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

   on them light has shined. 

3 You have multiplied the nation, 

   you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

   as with joy at the harvest, 

   as people exult when dividing plunder. 

4 For the yoke of their burden, 

   and the bar across their shoulders, 

   the rod of their oppressor, 

   you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

   and all the garments rolled in blood 

   shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

6 For a child has been born for us, 

   a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

   and he is named 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 His authority shall grow continually, 

   and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

   He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

   from this time onwards and for evermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

THIS FIRST PART of Isaiah is the warning of 

punishment and the word of hope for 

restoration… THE KINGDOMS OF ISRAEL 

AND JUDAH will be conquered! 

 

 

SECOND PART OF ISAIAH:  

Words of comfort and hope and restoration of 

the people AFTER THE EXILE from their 

homeland: 

 

ISAIAH 40: 
Comfort, O comfort my people, 

   says your God. 

2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

   and cry to her 

that she has served her term, 

   that her penalty is paid, 



that she has received from the Lord’s hand 

   double for all her sins. 

 

3 A voice cries out: 

‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 

   and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

   and the rough places a plain. 

5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

   and all people shall see it together, 

   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 

 

6 A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ 

   And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 

All people are grass, 

   their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 

   when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 

   surely the people are grass. 

8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 

   but the word of our God will stand for ever. 

9 Get you up to a high mountain, 

   O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

   lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

   ‘Here is your God!’ 

PART TWO IS about comfort and something 

very new … not the re-establishment of the 

NATIONS, but the LORD’s steadfast presence! 

 

The THIRD Part of Isaiah becomes words of 

promise and deep hope: 

 

ISAIAH 65: 
17 For I am about to create new heavens 

   and a new earth; 

the former things shall not be remembered 

   or come to mind. 

18 But be glad and rejoice for ever 

   in what I am creating; 

for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, 

   and its people as a delight. 

19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 

   and delight in my people; 

no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 

   or the cry of distress. 

20 No more shall there be in it 

   an infant that lives but a few days, 

   or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; 

 

Isaiah 66: 

22 For as the new heavens and the new earth, 

   which I will make, 

shall remain before me, says the Lord, 

   so shall your descendants and your name remain. 

23 From new moon to new moon, 

   and from sabbath to sabbath, 

all flesh shall come to worship before me, 

says the Lord. 

Part Three is the promise of the LORD’s 

KINGDOM being established! 

 

 

THREE PARTS of Isaiah’s book: 

 

Three parts to the human condition at times? 

Part ONE: 

Our behavior is deplorable … our actions 

cause harm … the LORD says … hear the 

words of condemnation … you are to be 

punished … and from that punishment will 

emerge the vision of the Lord’s restoration of 

hope! 

Part TWO: 

The Lord will not abandon you … the Lord will 

comfort you in the restoration of your wayward 

ways!  There is a kingdom / a way / the Lord’s 

way that will bring healing and hope for those 

who wait. 

Part THREE: 

The Promise of restorative hope that can heal 

and bring a new way of living. 

 

IN THE ANCIENT WORLD … that was the 

destruction of a NATION … the restoration was 

the promise of a savior who suffers and 

restores hope in GOD ALONE! 

 

IN THE MODERN WORLD … what does the 

prophet say? 

 

“Be certain that you trust in the Lord’s 

pathways… justice for the oppressed, healing 

of the broken…  

Be certain that you hear Listen clearly to the 

section of Isaiah that Jesus read in 

Synagogue: 

 

 



LUKE 4: 
16 When JESUS came to Nazareth, where he had 

been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 

sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to 

read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 

place where it was written:  
18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

   because he has anointed me 

     to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

   and recovery of sight to the blind, 

     to let the oppressed go free,  
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’  
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 

attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to 

say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled 

in your hearing.’ 

 

JESUS read from ISAIAH 61 those words! 

 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 

attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to 

say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled 

in your hearing.’ 22All spoke well of him and were 

amazed at the gracious words that came from his 

mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’ 23He 

said to them, ‘Doubtless you will quote to me this 

proverb, “Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, 

“Do here also in your home town the things that we 

have heard you did at Capernaum.” ’ 24And he 

said, ‘Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the 

prophet’s home town. 25But the truth is, there were 

many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when 

the heaven was shut up for three years and six 

months, and there was a severe famine over all the 

land; 26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except 

to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.(Sidon, NOT 

Israel!  A foreigner!) 27There were also many 

lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, 

and none of them was cleansed except Naaman 

the Syrian.’(Again, Syrian, NOT an Israelite!) 

28When they heard this, all in the synagogue were 

filled with rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the 

town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which 

their town was built, so that they might hurl him off 

the cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them 

and went on his way. 

 

 

 

THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE LORD 

FOR US TODAY! 

 
18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

   because he has anointed me 

     to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

   and recovery of sight to the blind, 

     to let the oppressed go free,  
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

The LORD ASKS today:  WHOM SHALL I 

SEND? 

 

 

 

  HERE I AM LORD 
I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard My people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin, 

My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear My light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? 

I have heard You calling in the night. 

I will go Lord, if You lead me. 

I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have born my peoples pain. 

I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

Give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak My word to them, 

Whom shall I send? 

 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them, 

My hand will save 

Finest bread I will provide, 

Till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give My life to them, 

Whom shall I send? 

 

 

 

 


