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Romans 8: 24-30 
Romans 8 
For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope 
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we 
do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 
27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is 
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 
for the saints according to the will of God.  
28 We know that all things work together for good for 
those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 
30And those whom he predestined he also called; and 
those whom he called he also justified; and those whom 
he justified he also glorified. 
 
“EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A REASON” 
 
Today, we are beginning a time together as 
Sunrise Church when we will awaken who we 
are as people of faith. 
 
We get to Explore / Discover / Awaken how we 
are the keepers of faith for ourselves, for our 
loved ones, and for anyone we meet along our 
life. 
We may be the CRUSADERS OF A NEW 
GENERATION: 
Anyone remember this old movie? Indiana 
Jones and The Last Crusade? 

(28.1 Indiana Jones) 

There was a scene Inside the chamber that 
contained the Holy Grail … one of the 
characters said: 
”I think it’s time to ask yourself; what do 
you believe in?” 
 

I ask you to pray with me these next several 
weeks:  ”I think it’s time to ask yourself; 
what do you believe in?” 
 that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 
27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints according to the will of God.  
28 We know that all things work together for good for those 
who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 

(28.2 Half truths) 
The all Church Study is upon us.  Some among us are 
reading a book and interacting with the content.  Some 
of us are not be reading the book…  
The intent is to help us all examine “What do we 
Believe?” 
How do we give witness to our faith when our 
words / our biblical understandings / our lives / 
and our experiences are different. 
God help us as we learn together.  If you are 
interested in the study … (TODAY… Sunday, each 
week … there is a class after the 8:30 worship service … 
at the 9:45 hour … and after the 9:45 services there is a 
class at 11:00 hour.  You are welcome at one or all each 
week.  And Teri Alcorn can assist you in finding a class 
that meets at other times through the week.  Wednesday 
evenings there are some family friendly experiences with 
Pastor Matt and others.) 
“Everything Happens For a Reason” (THIS WEEK!) 
“God Helps Those Who Help Themselves.” 
“God Won’t Give You More Than You Can Handle.” 
“God Said It, I Believe It, That Settles It.” 
“Love The Sinner, Hate The Sin.” 
Everything Happens For a Reason” (THIS WEEK!) 
 
“God’s will is being fulfilled.”  Truly a beautiful 
statement when something wonderful has 
happened.  
HOWEVER, when the context is suffering and 
tragic, ‘God’s will is being fulfilled’ is often 
profane.  a few examples include: 
● In November 1095, at the Council of 

Clermont in southern France, the Pope 
called on Western Christians to take up 
arms to aid the Byzantines and recapture 
the Holy Land from Muslim control. This 
marked the beginning of the Crusades. For 
200 to 500 more years Christian Crusaders 



slaughtering Jews and Muslims during the 
Holy Crusades of the Holy Land. 

● The act of witch hunting stopped in the 18th 
century.  

● 6 million Jews were murdered by Nazi 
Germany in the 1930’s and 40’s in an 
attempt at Racial purity. 

● Laura Bliss Reporting for City Lab:  A 
November 2015 report by the Alabama-based 
Equal Justice Initiative found that nearly 4,000 
black people were killed in lynchings in a dozen 
Southern states between 1877 and 1950 

 
God’s will is being fulfilled! (Everything 
happens for a reason?)  NO! NO! NO! NO! NO! 
 
According to WEB PREVENTION: A 
knowledge platform for Disaster Risk 
Reduction: 
the period between 1994 and 2013, which includes 
6,873 natural disasters worldwide, which claimed 
1.35 million lives or almost 68,000 lives on average 
each year, and affected 218 million people on average 
per annum during this 20-year period. 
 
God’s will is being fulfilled! (Everything 
happens for a reason?)  NO! NO! NO! NO! NO! 
 
God’s will is being fulfilled? 
 
Hannah Nichols reports in Medical News 
today: 
Around 74% of all deaths in the United States 
occur as a result of 11 causes. 

1. Heart disease 
2. Accidents (unintentional injuries) 
3. Cancer 
4. Unintentional injuries 
5. Chronic lower respiratory disease 
6. Stroke and cerebrovascular diseases 
7. Alzheimer's disease 
8. Diabetes 
9. Influenza and pneumonia 
10.Kidney disease 
11.Suicide 

 
God’s will is being fulfilled! (Everything 
happens for a reason?)  NO! NO! NO! NO! NO! 

What do we do as a result of the tragic?  What 
do we believe in the moments of Horror and 
chaos and disaster? 
TWO PREACHING PROFESSORS: 

(28.3 Elephant) 
Ronald Sleeth:  some sermons of hope are three part 
Elephant Sermons:  FIRST PART: When you approach 
and Elephant the trunk is really interesting the topic … 
SECOND PART: then the bad news / the problem is well 
defined and the body is huge. The PROBLEM IS HUGE! 
THIRD PART:  a tiny little tail … HOPE … like an 
Elephant’s tail. 
 

(28.4 Bad News / Good News) 
 

Zan Holmes:  Ok, You’ve told us the bad news, what’s 
the good news!!!! 
 
 
We find ourselves AFTER the awful has 
happened.  Saying … What just happened? 
Was it a bad dream?  Can I wake up and this 
not be real? 
TO often we are on our knees in the aftermath 
of tragic circumstance assessing our faith and 
hope! 
In these moments we authentically believe. 
We still trust our GOD.  
 
BIG STUFF IS AWFUL… We come to our faith 
community … we come to SUNRISE because 
we have faith in our GOD who is with us in the 
midst of the worst of life! 
 
FROM Adam Hamilton’s Book:  “Paul doesn’t 
say that God makes everything happen for a 
reason, or that whatever happens was part of 
God’s will and plan. Rather, Paul says that no 
matter what happens, however bad it may be, God 
will somehow bring good out of the situation for 
those who love him.  God will force evil to 
accomplish good.” Page 43 

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/282929.php#heart-disease
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/282929.php#cancer
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/282929.php#unintentional-injuries
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/282929.php#chronic-lower-respiratory-disease
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/282929.php#stroke-and-cerebrovascular-diseases
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/282929.php#alzheimers-disease
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/282929.php#diabetes
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/282929.php#influenza-and-pneumonia
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/282929.php#kidney-disease
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/282929.php#suicide


 
We listen to the whisper of the words of the 
apostle Paul attempting to teach us hope: 
ROMANS 8: 
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for 
words. 27 And God, who searches the heart, knows 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God.  
 
28 We know that all things work together for good for 
those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. 

(28.5 Willy Wonka MEME) 

Anyone familiar with the expression:  MONDAY 
MORNING QUARTERBACK? 
I think this is called a MEME a humorous image, 
video, piece of text, etc., that is copied (often with slight 
variations) and spread rapidly by Internet users. 
After the event has happened … were do we place 
blame … we reflect on what could have been done 
differently?  Some times in our arrogance, we have 
bold statements Born of our hurt / our anger / our 
brokenness / our grief. 
 
Monday morning quarterback  
noun 
The definition of a Monday morning quarterback is 

someone who is always criticizing and saying 
how he would have done something better or 
differently after the event has passed. 

An example of a Monday morning quarterback is a 
person who talks about how he would never 
have bought those curtains, after they have 
already been installed and have been found to 
clash with the sofa. 

a person who, after the event, offers advice or criticism 
concerning decisions made by others; one who 
second-guesses 

 
One who criticizes or passes judgment from a position of 

hindsight. 
Our faith is a powerful thing!  IT STOPS the 
Blame … and Moves us toward our faith as 
soon as Possible.  
 
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for 
words. 27 And God, who searches the heart, knows 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God.  
 
28 We know that all things work together for good for 
those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. 
 
Jesus in the Gospel of John 14:  ‘I have said these 
things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of 
all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let 
them be afraid. 
”I think it’s time to ask yourself; what do 
you believe in?” 
 
GOD IS WITH US…  
In the midst of the worst of the human 
condition:  GOD IS WITH US. 
 
With sighs too deep for words we stand in our 
faith in the worst moments. 
”I think it’s time to ask yourself; what do 
you believe in?” 
 
THERE IS A BALM IN GILEAD 
Refrain: 
There is a balm in Gilead 
to make the wounded whole; 
there is a balm in Gilead 
to heal the sin-sick soul. 
 
1 Some times I feel discouraged, 
and think my work’s in vain. 
But then the Holy Spirit 
revives my soul again. 
(Refrain) 
 
2 Don't ever feel discouraged, 
for Jesus is your friend, 
and if you look for knowledge 
he'll ne'er refuse to lend. 
(Refrain) 
 
3 If you can’t preach like Peter, 
if you can’t pray like Paul, 
just tell the love of Jesus, 
and say he died for all. 
(Refrain) 


