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Renewal of the mind. 
September 8, 2019 

Romans 11: 33 – 12: 3 

Romans 11: 33 – 12: 3 

O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of 

God! How unsearchable are his judgements and how 

inscrutable his ways!  
34 ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord? 

   Or who has been his counsellor?’  
35 ‘Or who has given a gift to him, 

   to receive a gift in return?’  
36For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

To him be the glory for ever. Amen. 

 

12I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by 

the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 

God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.  

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among 

you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to 

think, but to think with sober judgement, each according 

to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 

 

Today, we are beginning a time together as 

Sunrise Church when we will awaken who we 

are as people of faith. 

 

We get to Explore / Discover / Awaken how we 

are the keepers of faith for ourselves, for our 

loved ones, and for anyone we meet along our 

life. 

We may be the CRUSADERS OF A NEW 

GENERATION: 

Anyone remember this old movie? 

 
There was a scene Inside the chamber that 

contained the Holy Grail … one of the 

characters said: 

”I think it’s time to ask yourself; what do 

you believe in?” 

 

I ask you to pray with me these next several 

weeks:  ”I think it’s time to ask yourself; 

what do you believe in?” 

There are moments when we step up to our faith 

and speak.  We also step into our faith and listen.  

Our faith demands of us to witness to what we are 

learning together.  Our faith is a steady 

commitment to following Jesus Christ.  Jesus came 

into our lives saying, “The time is fulfilled, the 

Kingdom of God has come near, Repent, and 

believe in the Good News.”  Mark 1:14 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by 

the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 

God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.  

 

The all Church Study is upon us.  Some among 

us will be reading a book and interacting with 

the content.  Some of us will not be reading the 

book… but we will catch a glimpse of how we 

give witness to our faith when our words / our 

biblical understandings / our lives / and our 

experiences are different. 

God help us as we learn together.  If you are 

interested in the study … (TODAY… Sunday, each 

week … there is a class after the 8:30 worship service … 

at the 9:45 hour … and after the 9:45 services there is a 

class at 11:00 hour.  You are welcome at one or all each 

week.  And Teri Alcorn can assist you in finding a class 

that meets at other times through the week.  Wednesday 

evenings there are some family friendly experiences with 

Pastor Matt and others.) 

 
“Everything Happens For a Reason” 

“God Helps Those Who Help Themselves.” 

“God Won’t Give You More Than You Can 

Handle.” 

“God Said It, I Believe It, That Settles It.” 

“Love The Sinner, Hate The Sin.” 

 

My guess is that a few of the people who read 

this will look at some of these and say, “Wait, 

doesn’t the Bible say….?” or “That statement is 

meant to comfort. How can it be damaging?” 

Hamilton methodically breaks down these 

common Christianisms and shows that the Bible 

“doesn’t really say that” and that these can be 

incredibly damaging. 
(From a book review written By Brandon at: 

The Path of Grace ~ Exploring new life and new hope!) 



Rabbi Harold Kushner: 

 
In 1987 I was part of a panel discussion at Denver 

Children’s Hospital:  “When a baby dies! Powerful 

ways spiritual advisors can help.” 

I was on the panel with a social worker / a Rabbi / 

and a funeral director. 

The panel was asked what do you say when a 

family member asks, “why did my baby die?” 

The Rabbi was eager to speak.  He said, “I tell 

them why.  Because death is real in this world. And 

God comes to us in the moments of death.”  The 

Rabbi went on to say, “Often, we don’t think we 

should answer the questions people ask.  We are 

afraid to say the wrong things. We are afraid to say 

something that can cause harm. 

But we must speak.  Because when we speak, we 

help one another heal.  Because what we say is 

either heard or rejected, But it forces the person to 

decide.” 

 

I was sitting on that panel because my daughter 

Betsy was born and died in the winter of 1984.  

Sudden Infant Death.  She died in her sleep on a 

Saturday in December.  Several days later we had 

a funeral service for her.  At the door when the 

service was over two people spoke to me.  One, 

she was the Pastor’s wife of one of the other 

churches in town.  She said, “Isn’t wonderful that 

your baby will spend Christmas with Jesus.”  (her 

faith filled words meant something powerful to 

her… They did not inspire or comfort me.) 

The other words spoken that I remember were from 

a mentor/ a pastor who I worked with during my 

seminary training days.  He said, “Your capacity for 

love has been forever changed because of the love 

you shared with your baby.”  (Somehow, the Lord 

spoke through those words.  Those words have 

echoed in my soul as a truth.)   

Somehow I have discovered a transformation of my 

own life as I have discovered the capacity for Love 

that is born of Jesus Christ who offered grace and 

hope and love to the least, and the Lost, and the 

last of his culture and world. 

 

During the panel discussion at the Children’s 

hospital, we agreed.  It is important for us to speak 

our faith.  The words of the Rabbi echo.  My 

experience reinforced the truth that he spoke.  And 

the testimonies of families give witness to the truth. 

When we speak what we believe,  Those listening 

have the opportunity to reject our thoughts, they 

also have the opportunity to hear our desire to help 

/ our desire to have faith / our desire to hope. 

 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by 

the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 

God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.  

 

In John Chapter 4, Jesus is at a well with a 

woman of Samaria … He has a conversation.  

He is not suppose to speak with a woman, and 

especially a woman who is unclean and from 

Samaria.  Jesus, never the less, speaks to the 

woman at the well:   
‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 
14but those who drink of the water that I will give them 

will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will 

become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal 

life.’ 15The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, 

so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming 

here to draw water.’  

Jesus offers the invitation for us all to 

experience what the APOSTLE PAUL was 

talking about! 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by 

the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 

God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.  

 

(Wear the prop hat that is Indiana Jones hat) 

 

”I think it’s time to ask yourself; what do 

you believe in?” 

 

 

IT IS TIME … TO DISCOVER MORE! 

 

 



I, today, Believe that I love to tell the story of 

Jesus and His LOVE!  It is an old old story …  

I believe that Jesus story will be my theme in 

Glory … 

 

I invite you to consider the story … consider 

Jesus Love … it comes from above …  

 

Let’s rise as we are able and sing! 

 
1 I love to tell the story 

of unseen things above, 

of Jesus and his glory, 

of Jesus and his love. 

I love to tell the story, 

because I know 'tis true; 

it satisfies my longings 

as nothing else could do. 

 

Refrain: 

I love to tell the story; 

'twill be my theme in glory 

to tell the old, old story 

of Jesus and his love. 

 
2 I love to tell the story; 

more wonderful it seems 

than all the golden fancies 

of all our golden dreams. 

I love to tell the story, 

it did so much for me; 

and that is just the reason 

I tell it now to thee. [Refrain] 

 

3 I love to tell the story; 

'tis pleasant to repeat 

what seems, each time I tell it, 

more wonderfully sweet. 

I love to tell the story, 

for some have never heard 

the message of salvation 

from God's own holy Word. [Refrain] 

 

4 I love to tell the story; 

for those who know it best 

seem hungering and thirsting 

to hear it like the rest. 

And when in scenes of glory 

I sing the new, new song, 

'twill be the old, old story 

that I have loved so long. [Refrain] 

 


