
MEET JESUS 
John in Galilee 

Mark 1: 14-20; 35-39 
 

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry 
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, ‘The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 
believe in the good news.’  
Jesus Calls the First Disciples 
16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake—for they were 
fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make 
you fish for people.’ 18And immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the 
nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 A Preaching Tour in Galilee 

35 In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went 
out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. 36And Simon and his 
companions hunted for him. 37When they found him, they said to 
him, ‘Everyone is searching for you.’ 38He answered, ‘Let us go on 
to the neighbouring towns, so that I may proclaim the message 
there also; for that is what I came out to do.’ 39And he went 
throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues 
and casting out demons. 
 
 
 
The Gospel of Mark brings Jesus to the forefront 
of our lives: The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God.  
More and more of the Good News of Jesus Christ 
the Son of God is what we seek! 

To Start to know Jesus we start by listening to the 
voice of John the Baptist … The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness: 

35.1 Wilderness 

Isaiah 40: 1-4 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 
   says your God.  
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
   and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
   that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
   double for all her sins.  

3 A voice cries out: 
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 

   and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
   and the rough places a plain.  

John the baptizer lived near the edge of the 
Jordan river.  In the wilderness.  Mark’s gospel 
tells us that John was  proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going 
out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 

A faithful Jewish man living as a recluse in the 
wilderness:  6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 

This is critical to know who is introducing us to 
Jesus…A man faithful to the Hebrew Scriptures… 
A man dedicated to these Scriptures and knowing 
that the Prophet Isaiah had proclaimed the sacred 
chosen one coming into the world! 

‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 
8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 

35.2Qumran Wilderness 

The People knew what John was talking about as         
he would quote the prophet Isaiah! 

2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way;  
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
   “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight” ’, 

They knew: 
6 For a child has been born for us, 

   a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
   and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
7 His authority shall grow continually, 
   and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
   He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
   from this time onwards and for evermore. 

The people were hungry for the fulfillment of 
these words.  John pointed them in the direction 



of the Incarnation of God … Jesus … He is 
coming. 

 

 

35.3 Mikva bath 

Baptism was that moment as John baptized 
Jesus in the Jordan River! 

As some of us toured the Holy Land we visited 
sacred sites that are at the edge of the wilderness 
where communities of faith like JOHN the Baptist 
may have lived.  Sacred cleansing baths were the 
ancient practice. 

Some of our group remembered their baptisms in 
the river Jordan.  There was a pastoral team that 
helped that happen! 

35.4 Baptism team 

(Pastors:  Megan, Elizabeth, Leighton, Debbie) 

TO meet Jesus, We start looking … and we are          
often in the wilderness when we start looking for         
Jesus … We find him when know that we need to           
admit that we are lost … And like John, we know           
that there is great need for confession of sins,         
forgiveness, even repentance. 

35.5 more wilderness 

Wilderness is the place to look for Jesus … What 
are your wilderness places … The times when 
you feel lost?  Lost … Times when you are 
disoriented … times when you know that you are 
misbehaving, times when you are disgusted with 
life, moments when you (Like the song) are 
“looking for love in all the wrong places?” 

Lost in the Wilderness! 
10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the 
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on 

him. 11And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

35.6 Up out of the water 

Time to remember your baptism and be 
thankful… time to remember those who have 
gone before you and awaken the joy of your own 
faith … time to know that you can rise up and 
cherish … “YOU ARE MY BELOVED CHILD, 
WITH YOU I AM WELL PEASED!” 

Rising up out of the baptismal water we know that 
we are beloved … It is the awakening that Jesus 
shares our life and journeys with us along the 
path … “YOU ARE MY BELOVED CHILD, WITH 
YOU I AM WELL PEASED!” 

35.7 Daylight 

So we are introduced to Jesus … Who is the John 
the Baptist in your life? 

Who is the one who reminds you that there is 
one who is so much more for your life and faith 
…. Reminds you to keep looking and listening. 
The one who REMINDS you to remember your 
baptism and be thankful?  THAT’s Meeting up 
with Jesus!  Out there in our wilderness zones of 
life! 

I Was There To Hear Your Borning Cry  
John Carl Ylvisaker (b. 1937), a native of Fargo, N.D. 
I was there to hear your borning cry, 
I'll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized, 
to see your life unfold. 
I was there when you were but a child, 
with a faith to suit you well; 
In a blaze of light you wandered off 
to find where demons dwell. 
  
When you heard the wonder of the Word 
I was there to cheer you on; 
You were raised to praise the living Lord, 
to whom you now belong. 
If you find someone to share your time 
and you join your hearts as one, 
I'll be there to make your verses rhyme 
from dusk 'till rising sun. 
  
In the middle ages of your life, 



not too old, no longer young, 
I'll be there to guide you through the night, 
complete what I've begun. 
When the evening gently closes in, 
and you shut your weary eyes, 
I'll be there as I have always been 
with just one more surprise. 
  
I was there to hear your borning cry, 
I'll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized, 
to see your life unfold. 


