
FOR THE LOVE OF GOD 
Creation 

January 5, 2020 
Genesis 1: 1-13 

FOR THE LOVE OF GOD (the sermon series!) 
◻ Creation 
◻ Garden 
◻ The Burning Bush 
◻ Atonement 
◻ Forgiveness 
◻ Baptism 
◻ Follow Me 
◻ Nothing Separates Us 

I hear my father’s voice … Rev. Olon Rex 
Lindemood and my Grandfather, Rev. Mulford B. 
Simonson… Their voices:  The bible is not a 
book, it is a library. 
My father would say … Genesis … The bible is 
not a science book, it is a love story … A love 
story between God and all of us people! 
 
GENESIS is a proclamation of God’s decisive 
dealings with his creation 
 
FOR THE LOVE OF GOD:  Creation is God’s gift. 
We human beings are part of the Gift and receive 
God’s love in this creation! 
 
Walter Brueggemann, Old Testament Professor     
shares: 
Comment needs to be made on the matter of creation,          
world-beginnings and attempts to correlate creation      
narratives with modern scientific hypotheses. . . . The         
expositor must move between two temptations. On       
the one hand, there is the temptation to treat this          
material as historical, as a report of what happened.         
This will be pursued by those who regard science as a           
threat and want to protect the peculiar claims of the          
text. If these materials are regarded as historical, then         
a collision with scientific theories is predictable. On        
the other hand, there is the temptation to treat these          
materials as myth, as statements which announce       
what has always been and will always be true of the           
world. This will be pursued by those who want to          
harmonize the text with scientific perceptions and who        
seek to make the texts rationally acceptable. 
 
Our exposition will insist that these texts be taken         
neither as history nor as myth. Rather, we insist that          
the text is a proclamation of God’s decisive        
dealings with his creation. . . . 
 

Genesis 1 is a song written by the Levites meant          
to affirm faith. 
Summary: 

● Day One – Night and Day (Genesis 1:3-5). 
● Day Two – Sky and Sea (Genesis 1:6-8). 
● Day Three – Land and Vegetation (Genesis       

1:9-13). 
● Day Four – Stars, Sun, and Moon (Genesis        

1:14-19). 
● Day Five – Fish and Birds (Genesis 1:20-23). 
● Day Six – Animals and Mankind (Genesis 1:24-31;        

2:7). 
GENESIS 1 LISTEN FOR THE LOVE SONG: 
Six Days of Creation and the Sabbath 

01.1 Creation 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 
2the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of 
the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
3Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. 4And God 
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first 
day. 

01.2 Creation 
6 And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, 
and let it separate the waters from the waters.’ 7So God made the 
dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from 
the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8God called 
the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the second day. 

01.3 Creation 
9 And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered 
together into one place, and let the dry land appear.’ And it was 
so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 
11Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit 
with the seed in it.’ And it was so. 12The earth brought forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every 
kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 
13And there was evening and there was morning, the third 
day. 

01.4 Creation 
14 And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky 
to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs 
and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be 
lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.’ 



And it was so. 16God made the two great lights—the 
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 
night—and the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the 
sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and 
over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. 
And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening 
and there was morning, the fourth day. 

01.5 Creation 
20 And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of 
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
dome of the sky.’ 21So God created the great sea monsters 
and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with 
which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, 
saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’ 23And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

01.6 Creation 
24 And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures 
of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of 
the earth of every kind.’ And it was so. 25God made the wild 
animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every 
kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 
 
26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, 
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 
27 So God created humankind in his image, 
   in the image of God he created them; 
   male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 
over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 29God 
said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its 
fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of 
the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that 
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. 
31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was 
very good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day. 

01.7 Creation 

GENESIS 2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were 
finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the seventh day 
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on 
the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So 
God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because 
on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 
creation. 
 
 
Did you hear it?  
Did you hear the Love song of Creation?  
Did you how much our GOD loves and adores 
us?  
Did you hear the power of God loving us in all of 
creation? 
Did you hear the power of God’s love to feed us? 
Did you hear the power of God’s Love to care for 
us? 
Did you hear the proclamation of God’s decision 
to love us with all of creation? 
Did you hear that ALL OF creation is Good? 
Did you hear that you are part of Creation? 
 
GENESIS is a proclamation of God’s decisive 
dealings with his creation 
The Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 
of all things visible and invisible. 
 
The Korean Creed: 
We believe in the one God, 
creator and sustainer of all things, Father of all nations, 

the source of all goodness and beauty, all truth and love. 
 
Modern Affirmation of Faith: 
We believe in God the Father, infinite in wisdom, power, and love,whose 
mercy is over all his works,and whose will is ever directed to his children’s 
good. 
 
 
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 1:1In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and 
the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 
FOR THE LOVE OF GOD:  Creation is God’s gift. 
We human beings are part of the Gift and receive 
God’s love in this creation! 
 



GOD LOVES all of Creation!  That includes 
every thing  
 
Genesis 1: 
31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was 
very good. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
The United Methodist Hymnal Number 139 
Text: Joachim Neander  
 

1. Praise to the Lord,  
the Almighty, the King of creation.  
O my soul, praise him,  
for he is thy health and salvation!  
All ye who hear,  
now to his temple draw near;  
join me in glad adoration!  
 
2. Praise to the Lord, who o’er all 
things so wondrously reigneth, 
Who, as on wings of an eagle, 
uplifteth, sustaineth. 
Hast thou not seen 
How thy desires all have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth? 
 
3. Praise to the Lord,  
who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;  
surely his goodness  
and mercy here daily attend thee.  
Ponder anew  
what the Almighty can do,  
who with his love doth befriend thee.  
 
5. Praise to the Lord!  
O let all that is in me adore him!  
All that hath life and breath,  
come now with praises before him!  
Let the amen sound from his people again;  
gladly forever adore him. 

 
 
 
 


