
FOR THE LOVE OF GOD 
Follow Me 

February 16, 2020 
Matthew 4:17-22 

17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 
Jesus Calls the First Disciples 
 
18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were 
fishermen. 19And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will 
make you fish for people.’ 20Immediately they left their nets 
and followed him. 21As he went from there, he saw two 
other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, 
in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, 
and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and 
their father, and followed him. 

 
FOR THE LOVE OF GOD (the sermon series!) 

◻ Creation 
◻ Garden 
◻ The Burning Bush 
◻ Atonement 
◻ Forgiveness 
◻ Baptism 
◻ Follow Me 
◻ Nothing Separates 

The bible is not a science book.  It is not a how to manual. 
The Bible is a Library of the Love Story between God and 
all of humanity.  Our God loves us!  Amen and Hallelujah 
FOR THE LOVE OF GOD! 

 
FOR THE LOVE OF GOD … CHRIST REACHES 
FOR US!        It is an embrace of an exuberant hope 
to displace conventional despair that besets both the 
endlessly afflicted and the comfortably 
complacent. 
 
 
Matthew 8: 
18 Now when Jesus saw great crowds around him, he gave 

orders to go over to the other side. 19A scribe then 
approached and said, ‘Teacher, I will follow you 
wherever you go.’ 20And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes 
have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the 
Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ 
21Another of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, first let 
me go and bury my father.’ 22But Jesus said to 
him, ‘Follow me, and let the dead bury their own 
dead.’ 

 
23 And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed 

him. 
 

 
 
 
Matthew 9: 
9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called 

Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, 
‘Follow me.’ And he got up and followed him. 

 
10 And as he sat at dinner* in the house, many 

tax-collectors and sinners came and were sitting* 
with him and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees 
saw this, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does your 
teacher eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ 12But 
when he heard this, he said, ‘Those who are well 
have no need of a physician, but those who are 
sick. 13Go and learn what this means, “I desire 
mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to call not the 
righteous but sinners.’ 

 
Matthew 10 
34 ‘Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the 

earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
35 For I have come to set a man against his father, 
and a daughter against her mother, 
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not 

worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me; 38and whoever 
does not take up the cross and follow me is not 
worthy of me. 39Those who find their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 

 
40 ‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever 

welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 
 
Matthew 16: 
21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples 
that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at 
the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and 
be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took 
him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, 
Lord! This must never happen to you.’ 23But he turned and 
said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.’ 
 
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 
26For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but 
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
 
 
 



Matthew 19: 
21Jesus said to him, ‘If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your 
possessions, and give the money* to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ 22When 
the young man heard this word, he went away grieving, for 
he had many possessions. 
 
23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Truly I tell you, it will be 
hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
24Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God.’ 25When the disciples heard this, they 
were greatly astounded and said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ 
26But Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it is 
impossible, but for God all things are possible.’ 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
YouTube:  Leadership from a Dancing Guy: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fW8amMCVAJQ 
 
 
 
 
 
Walter Brueggemann: 
If you take the phrase “prophetic imagination,” the 

imagination part of that is that the prophets are 
able to imagine the world other than the way 
that is in front of them. The word prophetic 
alludes to the reality of God. And what the 
prophets believe deeply is that God is a lively 
character, and a real agent who acts in the 
world, who causes endings and who causes 
new beginnings. And that's worth thinking 
about, because that is not ordinary thinking 
among us — that God is a lively agent and a 
real character. 

 
The institutional church is a very weak instrument for 
the prophetic imagination. But it is the best instrument 
we got. It is the best instrument we got because when 
people come to church they expect us to talk funny. 
They expect us to talk about God. And I believe we 
are now at a point when the church has got to recover 
its nerve and its energy and its courage and its 
freedom. 
 
The good news, that you can see all around now, is 

that the spirit is moving among us. It is the 
spirit of Jesus. And Jesus is that great voice of 
otherwise, who saw the contradictions of the 
gospel to the Roman Empire and who acted 
out an alternative. 

 
 
 



 
LORD, YOU HAVE COME TO THE LAKESHORE 
Cesáreo Gabarain 
 
Lord, you have come to the lakeshore 
looking neither for wealthy nor wise ones. 
You only asked me to follow humbly. 
 
Refrain 
O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me, 
kindly smiling, have spoken my name. 
Now my boat’s left on the shoreline behind me; 
by your side I will seek other seas. 
 
You know so well my possessions; 
my boat carries no gold and no weapons; 
But nets and fishes my daily labor. 
Refrain 
O Lord, with your eyes you have … 
 
You need my hands, full of caring, 
through my labors to give others rest, 
and constant love that keeps on loving. 
Refrain 
O Lord, with your eyes you have … 


