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February 23, 2020 
Romans 8: 31-39 

God’s Love in Christ Jesus 
31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for 
us, who is against us? 32He who did not withhold his own 
Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also 
give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge 
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to 
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 
intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love 
of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is 
written, 
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
   we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 
FOR THE LOVE OF GOD (the sermon series!) 

◻ Creation 
◻ Garden 
◻ The Burning Bush 
◻ Atonement 
◻ Forgiveness 
◻ Baptism 
◻ Follow Me 
◻ Nothing Separates 

The bible is not a science book.  It is not a how to manual. 
The Bible is a Library of the Love Story between God and 
all of humanity.  Our God loves us!  Amen and Hallelujah 
FOR THE LOVE OF GOD! 

 
FOR THE LOVE OF GOD … the APOSTLE 
PAUL teaches us that God’s Love through Jesus 
Christ toward us is tenacious and steady! 
 
35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 

07.1 Paul Corinth 
1 Corinthians 12: 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and 
all the members of the body, though many, are one body, 
so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 
 

07.2 Paul Galatians 
Galatians 3: 
27As many of you as were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer 
Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is 
no longer male and female; for all of you are one in 
Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to Christ, then you 
are Abraham’s offspring,* heirs according to the 
promise. 
 

07.3 Paul with people 
 
A common theme in biblical narrative and 
prophetic literature is that God aligns with those 
whom Walter Brueggemann calls the 
“dispossessed, that is, those denied land, denied 
power, denied place or voice in history.” 
Walter Brueggemann, The Land: Place as Gift, Promise, and 
Challenge in Biblical Faith (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1977), 
191. 
 

07.4 Apostle Paul 
35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 



to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 

07.5 Pastor Bill Gamble 
A Statement of Faith for Black History Month   
I believe in God, who formed people of every nation, tribe 
and language and calls the whole earth to love and service 
I believe this same God loves color and character; ethnicity 
and diversity I believe in the God of Harriet Tubman  
Frederick Douglas 
Richard Allen 
Jarena Lee 
Paul Lawrence Dunbar 
Mahalia Jackson 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Fannie Lou Hammer 
(Insert the names of local and other heroes and sheroes of faith.) 
And African American (or African diasporan/African) ancestors and 
believers who paved the way in faith, leaning on the Lord  
I believe in Jesus Christ, who came as an ethnic Jew 
to call people of all races to Abba, parent of us all 
I believe in the Spirit of God, who works in and through 
the gifts of peoples of all races and tongues 
and who infuses African Americans (or African diasporan/African) 
with prophetic and anointed gifts for the whole church 
I believe in the community of faith, from many grains, but 
now one loaf in solidarity With God, Three-in-One, who 
stands with poor and disenfranchised people throughout the 
world 
I believe in God’s promise to finally triumph over all evils, 
from racism to sexism, global and local, 
And who will establish a reign of justice and peace that will 
have no end. 

07.6 John and Mary Spong 
When I grew up in the South, I was taught that 
segregation was the will of God, and the Bible 
was quoted to prove it. I was taught that women 
were by nature in inferior to men, and the Bible 
was quoted to prove it. I was taught that it was 
okay to hate other religions, and especially the 
Jews, and the Bible was quoted to prove it. 
John Shelby Spong (wife Christine Mary Spong) 
 

07.7 Ban Ki-moon 
“Defeating racism, tribalism, intolerance and all 
forms of discrimination will liberate us all, victim 
and perpetrator alike.”  
–Ban Ki-moon 

07.8 Princes Diana 
“The greatest problem in the world today is 
intolerance.” –Princess Diana 

07.9 MLK Jr 
“I have a dream that my four little children will one 
day live in a nation where they will not be judged 
by the color of their skin but by the content of their 
character.”  
–Martin Luther King, Jr. 

07.91 Roger Staubach 
“Discrimination is a disease.” 
–Roger Staubach 
 

07.92 Maya Angelou 
"My mission in life is not merely to survive, but to 
thrive; and to do so with some passion, some 
compassion, some humor, and some style." 
-Maya Angelou 
More from CafeMom: What My Son Needs to Know About Black History 
Month 

 
35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 
My Lord What a Morning 
Arranged by:  William Farley Smith 
[Refrain:] 
My Lord, what a morning; 
My Lord, what a morning; 
oh, my Lord, what a morning, 
when the stars begin to fall. 
 
1 You'll hear the trumpet sound, 
to wake the nations underground, 
looking to my God's right hand, 
when the stars begin to fall. 
(Refrain) 



 
2 You’ll hear the sinner moan, 
to wake the nations underground, 
looking to my God’s right hand, 
when the stars begin to fall. 
(Refrain) 
 
3 You’ll hear the Christian shout, 
to wake the nations underground, 
looking to my God’s right hand, 
when the stars begin to fall. 
(Refrain) 


