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Mark 14: 3-9 

The Anointing at Bethany 
3 While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 
as he sat at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar 
of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar 
and poured the ointment on his head. 4But some were there 
who said to one another in anger, ‘Why was the ointment 
wasted in this way? 5For this ointment could have been 
sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the money 
given to the poor.’ And they scolded her. 6But Jesus said, 
‘Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has 
performed a good service for me. 7For you always have 
the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them 
whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. 
8She has done what she could; she has anointed my body 
beforehand for its burial. 9Truly I tell you, wherever the 
good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has 
done will be told in remembrance of her.’ 
MOMENTS WITH JESUS (the sermon series!) 

◻ Anointing 
◻ Betrayal 
◻ Cup 
◻ Denial 
◻ Enough 
◻ Crucifixion 
◻ First Day 
◻ Galilee 

TODAY:  Anointing … Jesus said, “Let her alone!” 

08.1 jar 
Valuable / Costly ointment?  WHAT?  This is 
terrible! Let her alone; why do you trouble her? 
Jesus is reinforcing the joy of celebrating the 
importance of a moment with him! 
 
If only a moment with Jesus could be easily 
understood.  You see the moments we have with 
Jesus can often leave us in an unresolved state of 
being. 
 
Jesus shares a moment with all of us in Mark 14. 
 

The MESSAGE (Eugene Peterson) 
3 Jesus was at Bethany, a guest of Simon the Leper. While            
he was eating dinner, a woman came up carrying a bottle of            
very expensive perfume. Opening the bottle, she poured it         
on his head.  
4 Some of the guests became furious among themselves.         
"That's criminal! A sheer waste!  
5 This perfume could have been sold for well over a year's            
wages and handed out to the poor." They swelled up in           
anger, nearly bursting with indignation over her.  
6 But Jesus said, "Let her alone. Why are you giving her            
a hard time? She has just done something wonderfully         
significant for me.  
7 You will have the poor with you every day for the rest             
of your lives. Whenever you feel like it, you can do           
something for them. Not so with me.  
8 She did what she could when she could - she           
pre-anointed my body for burial.  
9 And you can be sure that wherever in the whole world the             
Message is preached, what she just did is going to be           
talked about admiringly."  

08.2 anointing 
 
One commentator reflects: 
The identity of this woman is unknown, but other gospels          

say she is Mary, sister of Simon (which would make          
sense, if they were in his house). Where did she get           
a box of precious oil and what was originally         
planned with it? The anointing of Jesus is        
performed in accordance with the traditional      
anointing of kings — appropriate if one believes that         
Jesus was the king of the Jews. Jesus entered         
Jerusalem in royal fashion and would be mocked as         
king later before his crucifixion. 

The woman in Mark 14:3-9 is a spiritual sister of the           
nameless widow in 12:41-44, who “put in more than all          
[others] contributing; … out of her poverty [she] put in          
everything she had, all she had to live on.” Not merely           
are both incredibly benevolent. The causes to which        
they committed themselves -- Jerusalem’s temple and       
God’s Messiah -- will soon appear irretrievably lost.        
Nor is there the slightest indication that either woman         
is conscious of the full import of her donation. Both          
have done what they could (14:8); in both cases only          
Jesus can assay the gift’s genuine value and interpret         
it for his followers. 

08.3 jars 
An alternative interpretation is offered by Jesus himself at         

the end of the passage, though, when he observes         



that she is anointing his body before “the burying.”         
This would have been read as a foreshadowing of         
Jesus’ execution, at least by Mark’s audience. 

 
6 But Jesus said, "Let her alone. Why are you giving her            
a hard time? She has just done something wonderfully         
significant for me.  
7 You will have the poor with you every day for the rest             
of your lives. Whenever you feel like it, you can do           
something for them. Not so with me.  

08.4 precious jars 
At first, it seems that Jesus’ followers (were they just the           

apostles there, or were there others?) had learned        
his lessons about the poor very well: they        
complain that the oil had been wasted when it         
could have been sold and the proceeds used to         
help the destitute, such as the widow from the end          
of chapter 12 who appeared to donate the last of          
her own funds to the Temple. 

08.4a Alabaster jar 
What these people don’t realize is that it isn’t about the           

poor, it’s all about Jesus: he’s the center of         
attention, the star of the show, and the whole point          
of their being there. If it’s all about Jesus, then an           
otherwise frivolous expenditure is not out of line.        
The attitude displayed to the poor, however, is        
utterly appalling — and has been used by various         
Christian leaders to justify their own appalling       
behavior. 

 
Granted, it is likely impossible to completely eliminate the         

poor in society, but what sort of reason is that for           
treating them in such an instrumental manner?       
Granted, Jesus may only expect to be around for a          
short period of time, but what reason is that to          
refuse to aid destitute people whose lives are        
miserable through no fault of their own? 

‘Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has          
performed a good service for me. 7For you always have          
the poor with you, and you can show kindness to          
them whenever you wish; but you will not        
always have me. 8She has done what she could; she          
has anointed my body beforehand for its burial. 
 
 
Eternal time is in contrast with Earthly time one 
friend shared with me.  

Earthly time/ The poor always with us…and Jesus 
is not … Eternal time … could be inverted?  Jesus 
always … the poor stop being poor?  Risky 
interpretation as we consider the perplexing 
nature of this moment with Jesus…. 
 

08.5 expensive 
It is interesting and revealing how easy it is to see waste in             

others, or to expose how others need to sacrifice         
and be more benevolent! This reminds me of what         
Jesus said about how easy we can see the splinter          
in our brother’s eye, but we miss the log in our own            
eye. Seems to me this is another case, here in Mrk.           
14, where it was easy to see what someone else          
needed to do. It was not a great test of character to            
specify what this woman needed to do with her         
resources. 

We consider who we are when it is a moment of 
generosity!  ARE we so absorbed in Jesus that 
nothing else matters? 

08.6 woman 
If only a moment with Jesus could be easily 
understood.  You see the moments we have with 
Jesus can often leave us in an unresolved state of 
being. 
Valuable / Costly ointment?  WHAT?  This is 
terrible! Let her alone; why do you trouble her? 
Jesus is reinforcing the joy of celebrating the 
importance of a moment with him! 
 
 

08.7 Lego 
‘Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has          
performed a good service for me. 7For you always have          
the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them           
whenever you wish; but you will not always have me.          
8She has done what she could; she has anointed my body           
beforehand for its burial. 
 
O How I Love Jesus 
The United Methodist Hymnal Number 170 
Text: Frederick Whitfield 



1. There is a name I love to hear, 
I love to sing its worth; 
it sounds like music in my ear, 
the sweetest name on earth. 
Refrain: 
O how I love Jesus, 
O how I love Jesus, 
O how I love Jesus, 
because he first loved me! 
 
2. It tells me of a Savior's love, 
who died to set me free; 
it tells me of his precious blood, 
the sinner's perfect plea. 
(Refrain) 
 
3. It tells of one whose loving heart 
can feel my deepest woe; 
who in each sorrow bears a part 
that none can bear below. 
(Refrain) 


