FOR UNTO US IS BORN
Wonderful Counselor
Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7
2

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.

6

For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onwards and for evermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
During the Christmas Season we all need a
Wonderful Counselor!

The Gospels quote Isaiah as they tell the story of
Jesus Christ entrance into the world!
The Prophet Isaiah brings the tone of
Matthew 4:
12 Now when Jesus* heard that John had been arrested, he
withdrew to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and made
his home in Capernaum by the lake, in the territory
of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been
spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
15 ‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles—
16 the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
light has dawned.’
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.
John 1.5:

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it.
John 8.12:
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but
will have the light of life.’
John 14:

25 ‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26
 But
*
the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have
said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do

not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.

During the Christmas Season we all need a
Wonderful Counselor!
All around us is a message to be heard
to counsel us
To support us
To prompt us
To encourage us
To teach us
To remind us
Yes, all around us is a message to be heard that will
Counsel us!
Watch a Christmas movie … listen for the voice of the
wonderful Counsel:

38.1 Buddy the Elf
“The best way to spread Christmas cheer is singing
loud for all to hear.”
–Buddy the Elf from ‘Elf’

38.2 Ralphie
Ralphie: “I want an official Red Ryder, carbine action,
two-hundred shot range model air rifle!”
Mrs. Parker: “No, you’ll shoot your eye out!”
–Ralphie from ‘A Christmas Story’

38.3 Linus
“Look, Charlie Brown, let’s face it. We all know that
Christmas is a big commercial racket. It’s run by a big
eastern syndicate, you know.”
–Linus from ‘A Charlie Brown Christmas’

38.4 Kris Kringle

“Oh, Christmas isn’t just a day, it’s a frame of mind
and that’s what’s been changing. That’s why I’m glad
I’m here, maybe I can do something about it.”
–Kris Kringle from ‘Miracle on 34th Street'

For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor,

During the Christmas Season we all need a
Wonderful Counselor!
38.5 Narrator Grinch
“What if Christmas, he thought, didn’t come from a
store. What if Christmas, perhaps, was a little bit
more.”
–Narrator from ‘Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole
Christmas’

38.6 John McClain
Come Out To The Coast, We'll Get Together, Have A
Few Laughs...
John McClain in Die Hard

38.7 George Bailey
Clarence! Clarence! Help me, Clarence. Get me
back. Get me back. I don't care what happens to me.
Only get me back to my wife and kids. Help me,
Clarence, please. Please! I want to live again. I want
to live again. I want to live again.....Please, God, let
me live again.
George Bailey, It’s a Wonderful Life

38.8 Ebenezer Scrooge
How shall I ever understand this world? There is
nothing on which it is so hard as poverty, and yet,
there is nothing it condemns with such severity as the
pursuit of wealth.
— Ebenezer Scrooge (Albert Finney), Scrooge
38.9 Scrooges
[singing] I will start anew / I will make amends / and I
will make quite certain / that the story ends / on a note
of hope / on a strong amen / and I'll thank the world /
and remember when / I was able to begin again!
— Ebenezer Scrooge (Albert Finney), Scrooge
Listen this week for the voice of the WONDERFUL
COUNSELLOR / the mighty God / the everlasting
Father/ the Prince of Peace!

What Child Is This
The United Methodist Hymnal Number 219
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
1. What child is this who, laid to rest,
on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
while shepherds watch are keeping?
Refrain:
This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,
the babe, the son of Mary.
2. Why lies he in such mean estate
where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christians, fear, for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading.
(Refrain)
3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,
come, peasant, king, to own him;
the King of kings salvation brings,
let loving hearts enthrone him.
(Refrain)

