
 

FOR THE LOVE OF GOD 
Creation 

January 12, 2020 
Genesis 2: 15-25 

FOR THE LOVE OF GOD (the sermon series!) 
◻ Creation 
◻ Garden 
◻ The Burning Bush 
◻ Atonement 
◻ Forgiveness 
◻ Baptism 
◻ Follow Me 
◻ Nothing Separates Us 

I hear my father’s voice … Rev. Olon Rex Lindemood and my 
Grandfather, Rev. Mulford B. Simonson… Their voices:  The bible 
is not a book, it is a library. 
My father would say … Genesis … The bible is not a science 
book, it is a love story … A love story between God and all of us 
people!  
We are created to live in Relationship with God, with Creation, 
with each other!  The love story is grounded in blessing and 
curse.  AND that is the love story we share with GOD! 
 
According to Walter Brueggemann, "No text in       
Genesis (or likely in the entire Bible) has been more          
used, interpreted and misunderstood" than the story of        
Adam and Eve in the garden. "This 
applies to careless, popular theology as well as to the          
doctrine of the church". Augustine attempted to       
explain the first few chapters of Genesis on no fewer          
than five different occasions throughout his career.       
Based on his reading of Paul, Augustine and Western         
Christianity after him believed that the entire human        
race inherited the disobedience of Adam and Eve. 
 
Genesis 2: 4b-14 

02.1 Garden 
In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the            
heavens, 5 when no plant of the field was yet in the earth            
and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord            
God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was             
no one to till the ground; 6 but a stream would rise from the             
earth, and water the whole face of the ground— 7then the           
Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and           
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man           
became a living being. 8And the Lord God planted a garden           
in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had              
formed. 

02.2 Tree of life 
9Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree             

that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life              
also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the            
knowledge of good and evil.  
Mark Verbrugen: 

God is in a covenant relationship with the        
world and all living things. And God is in a          
special covenantal relationship with the ones      
created in his own image. This Word of grace         
given to humanity is symbolized in Genesis by        
two trees that stand in the middle of the         
garden. The end of verse 9 says, “In the         
middle of the garden were the tree of life and          
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” 
 

02.3 Tree of Knowledge of good and evil 

 
Genesis 2: 15-25 
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of              
Eden to till it and keep it. 16And the Lord God commanded            
the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden;            
17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you            
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’ 
We are created to live in Relationship with God, with Creation, 
with each other!  The love story is grounded in blessing and 
curse.  AND that is the love story we share with GOD! 
 

02.3a God’s hand 
18 Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man             
should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.’            
19So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal           
of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the              
man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man            
called each living creature, that was its name. 20The man          
gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to              
every animal of the field; but for the man there was not            
found a helper as his partner. 21So the Lord God caused a            
deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took             
one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the             
rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into             
a woman and brought her to the man.  

02.4 Adam and Eve 
GOOGLE THE QUESTION: 
How many ribs do humans have? 
The vast majority of people are born with 12 pairs 
of ribs, for a total of 24, no matter their sex. Men 
and Women  
 
23Then the man said, 
‘This at last is bone of my bones 
   and flesh of my flesh; 



this one shall be called Woman, 
   for out of Man this one was taken.’ 
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and          
clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. 25And the           
man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed. 
 
Mark Verbrugen: 
Adam and Eve were created in the image of 
God and this means that they were created for 
a relationship with their Creator 
 
Old Testament theologian Walter 
Brueggemann writes, “The destiny of human 
creation is to live in God’s world,  
with God’s other creatures, on God’s terms.”   

 

02.5 Eve giving fruit to Adam 
Genesis 3: 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal 
that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did 
God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ 
2The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of 
the trees in the garden; 3 but God said, “You shall not eat of 
the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor 
shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ’ 4 But the serpent said to 
the woman, ‘You will not die; 5for God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.’ 

02.6 Terms and Conditions 

Mark Verbrugen: 
The “Tree of Life” and the “Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil” both speak of 
God’s grace which will be realized through 
obedience.  Both trees are good.  One tree 
gives life and the other tree gives a warning 
for how to maintain that life. The “Tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil” is not evil in 
itself.  Both trees serve to make the Word of 
the Lord - a word of blessing - a reality in the 
life of this world. In his Word God sets before 
Adam and Eve life and death, a blessing and a 
curse. They are to choose life. Two trees: LIFE 
And the KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL.  
(the choice of to eat of the tree of knowledge of 
Good and Evil … it is a choice one does come 

back from!)  Once knowledge comes our way … 
there is no going back! 
 

6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,            
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was              
to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate;              
and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her,            
and he ate. 
 

02.7 Adam and Eve after 
 
 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and 
made loincloths for themselves.  
 
8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the 
garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden. 9But the Lord God called to 
the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ 10He said, ‘I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ 
 

02.8 God sent them 
 

11He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you            
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’            
12The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me,            
she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ 13Then the Lord             
God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’            
The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’ 
  

02.9a God said 
 

14The Lord God said to the serpent, 
‘Because you have done this, 
   cursed are you among all animals 
   and among all wild creatures; 
upon your belly you shall go, 
   and dust you shall eat 
   all the days of your life.  
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
   and between your offspring and hers; 
he will strike your head, 
   and you will strike his heel.’  
 



02.9b God said to the serpent 

 

We are created to live in Relationship with God, with Creation, 
with each other!  The love story is grounded in blessing and 
curse.  AND that is the love story we share with GOD! 
 

16To the woman he said, 
‘I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; 
   in pain you shall bring forth children, 
yet your desire shall be for your husband, 
   and he shall rule over you.’  
 
17And to the man he said, 
‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
   and have eaten of the tree 
about which I commanded you, 
   “You shall not eat of it”, 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
   in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;  
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
   and you shall eat the plants of the field.  
19 By the sweat of your face 
   you shall eat bread 
until you return to the ground, 
   for out of it you were taken; 
you are dust, 
   and to dust you shall return.’  
 
 

02.10 To the woman 
20 The man named his wife Eve, because she was the 
mother of all who live. 21And the Lord God made garments 
of skins for the man and for his wife, and clothed them.  
22 Then the Lord God said, ‘See, the man has become like 
one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might reach 
out his hand and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and 
live for ever’— 23therefore the Lord God sent him forth from 
the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was 
taken. 24He drove out the man; and at the east of the garden 
of Eden he placed the cherubim, and a sword flaming and 
turning to guard the way to the tree of life.  
 
(RETURN TO “For the Love of God” SLIDE, please) 
 
All of Creation has purpose.  The purpose is 
God’s Relationship with us … Blessed and 
Cursed.  
Relationship alive with the choices of Life and the 
knowledge of Good and Evil. 
 

Genesis 2 and 3 brings us into the beauty our 
relationship with the LORD GOD Almighty, 
Creator of the Universe.  
 
We are created to live in Relationship with God, with Creation, 
with each other!  The love story is grounded in blessing and 
curse.  AND that is the love story we share with GOD! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1983  
 
1. God of the sparrow 
God of the whale 
God of the swirling stars 
How does the creature say Awe 
How does the creature say Praise 
 
2. God of the earthquake 
God of the storm 
God of the trumpet blast 
How does the creature cry Woe 
How does the creature cry Save 
 
3. God of the rainbow 
God of the cross 
God of the empty grave 
How does the creature say Grace 
How does the creature say Thanks 
 
4. God of the hungry 
God of the sick 
God of the prodigal 
How does the creature say Care 
How does the creature say Life 
 
5. God of the neighbour 
God of the foe 
God of the pruning hook 
How does the creature say Love 
How does the creature say Peace 
 
6. God of the ages 
God near at hand 
God of the loving heart 
How do your children say Joy 
How do your children say Home 


