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FOR THE LOVE OF GOD (the sermon series!) 
◻ Creation 
◻ Garden 
◻ The Burning Bush 
◻ Atonement 
◻ Forgiveness 
◻ Baptism 
◻ Follow Me 
◻ Nothing Separates 

THE LORD God makes an introduction to Moses 
and to us in Exodus Chapter 3.  
 
Then and NOW our God listens and calls! 
 
14God said to Moses, ‘I am who I am.’  
(THE HOLY NAME OF GOD:  YHWH / Johvah / YHWH is 
not a radio station in Minneapolis)  
He said further, ‘Thus you shall say to the Israelites, “I 
am has sent me to you.” ’ 15 God also said to Moses, 
‘Thus you shall say to the Israelites, “The Lord, the God 
of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you”: 

03.1 Brueggemann 
God’s call disrupts the lives of settled people, both in biblical 
times and now. God sends, then and now, to transform the 
present world, subject to alien powers, into the world God 
intends. 
 
Exodus 3: 1-15 
Moses at the Burning Bush 

03.2 Moses tending sheep 
3Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, 
the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, 
and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a 
bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was 
not consumed. 
From Walter Brueggemann: 
"Moses was doing an ordinary thing, living an ordinary life, herding 

ordinary sheep. Then there exploded in the midst of his 
life the extraordinary, the miraculous. It moved in against 
him, addressed him, summoned him, and his life was 
changed irreversibly. The Bible does not quite know how 
to talk about the intervention (as we do not know how to 

speak about it), because the experience falls outside our 
usual way of talking. So the Bible speaks about a "bush 
burning," and an odd voice... 

03.3 Moses holy ground 
 3Then Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great 
sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.’ 4When the 
Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to 
him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here 
I am.’ 5Then he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the sandals 
from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is 
holy ground.’ 

03.4 Burning Bush 
 6He said further, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And 
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.  
7 Then the Lord said, ‘I have observed the misery of my 
people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account 
of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8and I 
have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to 
bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites. 

03.5 Walter B 
"What happens in one quick rhetorical flourish [when God calls us] 
is that God's wondrous resolves are transposed into dangerous 
human work, to be sure; but the story of the Bible is the story of 
enlisting and recruiting human agents to do the things that God 
has promised. The book of Exodus is the tale of Moses' 
courageous life lived in defiance of Pharaoh for the sake of God's 
liberating resolve. Indeed, the resolve of God would not amount to 
much without the risky courage of Moses....  
Then and NOW our God listens and calls! 
God called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And 
he said, ‘Here I am.’ 

03.6 Moses 
 9The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also 
seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10So come, I will 
send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out 
of Egypt.’ 

03.7 Moses listening 



 11 But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to 
Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’ 12He said, ‘I 
will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I 
who sent you: when you have brought the people out of 
Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.’  

03.8 Moses Leading 
This is indeed a time when the (faithful) may gather its faith 

together in order to think and pray and act differently. We 
are people who believe that God's old promises for 
well being and justice still persist in the world. We 
are people who believe that God's resolve for 
liberation in the world and of the world is a resolve of 
urgency that still pertains to the abused. And we are 
the ones who know that the promissory, liberating 
work of God depends upon folk who do God's work 
in the world."  Walter Brueggemann 

4God called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he 
said, ‘Here I am.’ 
Then and NOW our God listens and calls! 
 
HymnBOOK #593 
I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard My people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin, 
My hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear My light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? 
I have heard You calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if You lead me. 
I will hold Your people in my heart. 
 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have born my peoples pain. 
I have wept for love of them, They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them, 
 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? 
I have heard You calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if You lead me. 
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, 
My hand will save 
Finest bread I will provide, 
Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them, 
Whom shall I send? 
 
 
 

Then and NOW our God listens and calls! 
God called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he 
said, ‘Here I am.’ 
 
 

03.9 The Lord’s voice 
The Divine Name Revealed 
13 But Moses said to God, ‘If I come to the Israelites and 
say to them, “The God of your ancestors has sent me to 
you”, and they ask me, “What is his name?” what shall I say 
to them?’ 14God said to Moses, ‘I am who I am.’ He said 
further, ‘Thus you shall say to the Israelites, “I am has 
sent me to you.” ’ 15God also said to Moses, ‘Thus you 
shall say to the Israelites, “The Lord, the God of your 
ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, has sent me to you”: 
This is my name for ever, 
and this my title for all generations.  
 
Then and NOW our God listens and calls! 
4God called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he 
said, ‘Here I am.’ 
 
14God said to Moses, ‘I am who I am.’ He said further, 
‘Thus you shall say to the Israelites, “I am has sent me 
to you.” ’ 15God also said to Moses, ‘Thus you shall say 
to the Israelites, “The Lord, the God of your ancestors, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, has sent me to you”: 
 
Then and NOW our God listens and calls! 
“YOUR NAME HERE (twice) 
Here I am. 
 
I Am Thine, O Lord 
The United Methodist Hymnal Number 419 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915  
 

1. I am thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice,  
and it told thy love to me;  
but I long to rise in the arms of faith  
and be closer drawn to thee.  
Refrain:  
Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord,  
to the cross where thou hast died.  
Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed Lord,  
to thy precious, bleeding side.  
 
2. Consecrate me now to thy service, Lord,  
by the power of grace divine;  
let my soul look up with a steadfast hope,  
and my will be lost in thine.  
(Refrain)  
 
3. O the pure delight of a single hour  
that before thy throne I spend,  
when I kneel in prayer, and with thee, my God,  
I commune as friend with friend!  



(Refrain)  
 
4. There are depths of love that I cannot know  
till I cross the narrow sea;  
there are heights of joy that I may not reach  
till I rest in peace with thee.  
(Refrain)  

 


