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Atonement is the restoration of love when it
seems to be lost.

Exodus:32:
30 On the next day Moses said to the people, ‘You have sinned a great sin.
But now I will go up to the Lord; perhaps I can make atonement for your

31So Moses returned to the Lord and said, ‘Alas,
this people has sinned a great sin; they have made for
themselves gods of gold. 32But now, if you will only
forgive their sin—but if not, blot me out of the book that
you have written.’ 33But the Lord said to Moses, ‘Whoever has
sin.’

sinned against me I will blot out of my book. 34But now go, lead the people
to the place about which I have spoken to you; see, my angel shall go in
front of you. Nevertheless, when the day comes for punishment, I will
punish them for their sin.’

Leviticus 16:
29 This shall be a statute to you for ever: In the seventh month, on the
tenth day of the month, you shall deny yourselves, and shall do no work,

30For on this
day atonement shall be made for you, to cleanse you;
from all your sins you shall be clean before the Lord.
neither the citizen nor the alien who resides among you.

31It is a sabbath of complete rest to you, and you shall deny yourselves; it
is a statute for ever. 32The priest who is anointed and consecrated as
priest in his father’s place shall make atonement, wearing the linen
vestments, the holy vestments. 33He shall make atonement for the
sanctuary, and he shall make atonement for the tent of meeting and for the
altar, and he shall make atonement for the priests and for all the people of
the assembly. 34This shall be an everlasting statute for you, to make
atonement for the people of Israel once in the year for all their sins. And
Moses did as the Lord had commanded him.

FOR THE LOVE OF GOD (the sermon series!)
◻ Creation
◻ Garden
◻ The Burning Bush
◻ Atonement
◻ Forgiveness
◻ Baptism
◻ Follow Me

◻

Nothing Separates

The bible is not a science book. It is not a how to manual.
The Bible is a Library of the Love Story between God and
all of humanity. Our God loves us! Amen and Hallelujah
FOR THE LOVE OF GOD!

Atonement is the restoration of love when it
seems to be lost.

In this love story there are countless experiences
when the people of God fall short,
They do the wrong things,
they choose the wrong path,
they disrespect God,
they sin before GOD,
they find themselves godforsaken!
Estranged from GOD … and the love story is in
jeopardy!

Atonement is the restoration of love when it
seems to be lost.
Atonement is a word used in the bible 87 times.
70 of those times in the books of Exodus, Leviticus
and Numbers only three times in the New Testament:
once in Romans and twice in Hebrews

From Dictionary.com:
1. satisfaction or reparation for a wrong or
injury; amends.
2. the doctrine concerning the reconciliation of
God and humankind, especially as
accomplished through the life, suffering,
and death of Christ.
3. the experience of humankind's unity with
God exemplified by Jesus Christ.

From vocabulary.com:
atonement

31S
 o Moses returned to the Lord and said, ‘Alas, this
people has sinned a great sin; they have made for
themselves gods of gold. 32But now, if you will only
forgive their sin—
 but if not, blot me out of the book that
you have written.’
30For on this day atonement shall be made for you, to
cleanse you; from all your sins you shall be clean
before the Lord.

When you apologize for doing something wrong, that’s an
act of atonement. Many religions have rituals of
atonement, such as Yom Kippur, the Day of
Atonement, on which people of the Jewish faith
repent for their sins.
As a religious act, atonement is an effort to make up for
wrongdoings so you can be in harmony with a
higher power. Look closely at the word: you can
break it down to "at," "one," and "ment." Atonement
first appears in English in the 1510s, when it meant

"the condition of being at one (with others)." About
ten years later, the word shows up with a meaning
that included “being at one with God.”

2.

3.

Atonement derives from “at one,” to be “at one
with another,” “to agree,” “to be reconciled,” and is
the word used to translate the Hebrew term kpr,
which means to “cover over.” Hebrew scriptures
the word used for the purification that “cover over”
sin and their consequences, so that Israel (who
sins and pollutes) and YHWH (whom sin and
pollution offends) may be reconciled to each other
and “at one.” Brueggemann
Atonement is the restoration of love when it
seems to be lost.
31S
 o Moses returned to the Lord and said, ‘Alas, this
people has sinned a great sin; they have made for
themselves gods of gold. 32But now, if you will only
forgive their sin—
 but if not, blot me out of the book that
you have written.’
30For on this day atonement shall be made for you, to
cleanse you; from all your sins you shall be clean
before the Lord.

the doctrine concerning the reconciliation of
God and humankind, especially as
accomplished through the life, suffering, and
death of Christ.
the experience of humankind's unity with God
exemplified by Jesus Christ.

One commentator named Jones:
“Jesus’s life, and particularly his death, show God’s
ultimate solidarity with the marginalized and the poor,”
Jones explains, “with those who most acutely
experience godforsakenness . . . in his death, we are
united with his suffering. And in identifying with his
resurrection, we are raised to new life.”

In this love story there are countless experiences
when the people of God fall short,
They/WE do the wrong things,
They/WE choose the wrong path,
They/ WE disrespect God,
They/WE sin before GOD,
They/WE find themselves godforsaken!
Estranged from GOD … and the love story is in
jeopardy!

AND THEN … GOD REACHES FOR US …
Christ’s hand reaches
FOR THE LOVE OF GOD … CHRIST REACHES
FOR US!
Romans 3: 21 But now, irrespective of law, the
righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested
by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ* for all who believe. For there
is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God
put forward as a sacrifice of atonement* by his blood,
effective through faith. He did this to show his
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had
passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to
prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and
that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.*

Remember that Dictionary.com definition of
ATONEMENT?

Atonement is the restoration of love when it
seems to be lost.
HYMN
How Great Thou Art Lyrics
Verse 1:
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder,
Consider all the works Thy hands have made;
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.
Chorus:
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Verse 2:
When through the woods, and forest glades I wander,
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees.
When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur

And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze.
Chorus
Verse 3:
And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing;
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.
Chorus

Verse 4:
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart.
Then shall I bow, in humble adoration,
And then proclaim, "My God, how great Thou art!"
Chorus

