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LUKE 3:16John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize
you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
The Baptism of Jesus
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus
also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was

opened, 22
 and
the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’

FOR THE LOVE OF GOD (the sermon series!)
◻ Creation
◻ Garden
◻ The Burning Bush
◻ Atonement
◻ Forgiveness
◻ Baptism
◻ Follow Me
◻ Nothing Separates
The bible is not a science book. It is not a how to manual.
The Bible is a Library of the Love Story between God and
all of humanity. Our God loves us! Amen and Hallelujah
FOR THE LOVE OF GOD!

FOR THE LOVE OF GOD … CHRIST REACHES
FOR US!
It is an embrace of an exuberant hope
to displace conventional despair that besets both the
endlessly afflicted and the comfortably
complacent.

Mark 1.4:
John the baptizer appeared* in the wilderness,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins.

6What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin
in order that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How
can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not
know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we
have been buried with him by baptism into death, so
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness
of life.
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like
his, we will certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin.
7
For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we
have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live
with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the
dead, will never die again; death no longer has
dominion over him.

Ephesians: 4:
4I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a
life worthy of the calling to which you have been
called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
bearing with one another in love, 3making every effort
to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
4
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were
called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one

faith, one baptism, 6 one
God and Father of all, who is
above all and through all and in all.

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus
also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was

opened, 22
 and
the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’

I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry
John Ylvisaker

Romans 6:

"I was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized,

to see your life unfold.
I was there when you were but a child,
with a faith to suit you well;
In a blaze of light you wandered off
to find where demons dwell."
"When you heard the wonder of the Word
I was there to cheer you on;
You were raised to praise the living Lord,
to whom you now belong.
If you find someone to share your time
and you join your hearts as one,
I'll be there to make your verses rhyme
from dusk 'till rising sun."
In the middle ages of your life,
not too old, no longer young,
I'll be there to guide you through the night,
complete what I've begun.
When the evening gently closes in,
and you shut your weary eyes,
I'll be there as I have always been
with just one more surprise."
"I was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized,
to see your life unfold."

“Remember your baptism.” Remember that day you
were born into a new creation, the day you grew down
to welcome God’s will like a child welcomes the
morning sun (usually by jumping up and down on
mom and dad’s bed asking for pancakes). Remember
that day you answered the call to live a revolution–the
insurgency of heaven. Welcomed into the community
gathered in and by and around Christ to embody an
alternative to the deathliness of the world.

and what is now given is sharp and radical and
wondrous and dangerous:
It is an embrace of a deep memory to displace
conventional amnesia, a memory filled with wondrous
instances of miraculous transformation.
It is an embrace of an exuberant hope to displace
conventional despair that besets both the endlessly
afflicted and the comfortably complacent.
It is an embrace of neighborliness that displaces
conventional self-preoccupations that are grounded in
anxiety and that eventuate in careless brutality and
aggressive exploitation. (In Deep Memory, Exuberant
Hope: Contested Truth in a Post-Christian World.
Minneapolis: Fortress, 2000, 30-31)

In other words, if it is Christ we have been baptized
into, then all things are made new. We are given the
resources to live without being afraid of giving too
much, too soon, and looking too foolish. We have
been dispossessed of our amnesia, our despair, and
our self-preoccupation. We are free and able to
welcome God’s insurgency like children, and live as
though “everyone should be able to live in a home
[and] coins are just shiny toys [and] the boundaries
drawn on maps are just pretend.” If our baptism has
not rendered us free and able to so live, was it Christ
we were baptized into? And if it wasn’t Christ we have
been baptized into, what have we been saved from?
Remember your baptism, brothers and sisters.

Sixteenth Street Baptist Church:
Sixteenth Street Baptist Church 'Wales Window
for Alabama'
Walter Brueggemann has said that we are offered
a new baptismal identity that makes us odd and free
and able . . . [B]ecause evangelism bespeaks this
alternative-generating God, it is important to accent in
baptismal identity that the break between what was

The Wales Window for Alabama, created by artist
John Petts, was a gift to the Sixteenth Street
Baptist Church from the people of Wales, U.K.,
after the 1963 bombing. The Christ figure is

rejecting injustice with one hand and extends
forgiveness with the other.

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus
also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was

opened, 22
 and
the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’

It Is Well with My Soul
The United Methodist Hymnal Number 377
Text: Horatio G. Spafford
1. When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll;
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.
Refrain:
It is well with my soul,
it is well, it is well with my soul.
2. Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
let this blest assurance control,
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
and hath shed his own blood for my soul.
(Refrain)
3. My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part but the whole,
is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
(Refrain)

4. And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
the trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,
even so, it is well with my soul.
(Refrain)

