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Jeremiah 29:12 
Luke 6:27-28 
Matthew 6:6 

Jeremiah 29: 12Then when you call upon me and come 
and pray to me, I will hear you. 
Luke 6: 27 ‘But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, 
do good to those who hate you, 28bless those who curse 
you, pray for those who abuse you. 
Matthew 6:  6But whenever you pray, go into your room 
and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; 
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 
Jesus disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray,  
Prayer!  Ready for the acronym?  here we go!  
P: Presence 
R: Relationship 
A: Ask 
Y: You 
E: Every 
R: Repent 
LORD Teach Us to Pray:  
Lord you know we need to be praying  

● We hunger for RELATIONSHIP as you 
transform our World consumed with Racism in 
personal and systemic ways! 

● We Seek RELATIONSHIP in Covid-19  
● We trust RELATIONSHIP in our daily life! 
● We cry out for RELATIONSHIP in our grief! 
● We love RELATIONSHIP w/ you when we are broken 

 
Let’s remember that Prayer is not for show! 
Prayer is for relationship.  We need not worry 
about our words.  We only need to trust our Lord 
God almighty, Our Lord God, friend and life 
companion, lover of our souls and lives. 
Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount: 
But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door 
and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. 
What reward do we seek?  Recognition? 
Salvation?  Hope?  Love?  Restoration?   We 
need not be seeking REWARDS!  We only need 
to be paying attention to our Lord God who 
Created us, Loved us, cherishes us. 
Matthew 25: 40 The parable of the judgment of 
the Nations:  “Truly I tell you, just as you did it 
to one of the least of these who are members 
of my family, you did it to me.” REMIND us that 
every relationship / with stranger, the hungry the 

imprisoned, the poor, the different, the unlovable 
… Is our relationship with you LORD! 
The Prophet Jeremiah in Chapter 31 Spoke: 
31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this 
is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and 
I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one 
another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 
Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin 
no more. 
The LORD is our God and we are known by 
GOD!  Do you feel known?  Just as well make 
peace with the reality that our Lord knows you … 
Our Lord forgives you and will remember your sin 
no more!  What sort of friend does that? 
WHO IS your best friend?  Answer Jesus! 

Richie Rivera was my best friend the 
summer of 1971.  Richie showed me the 
pathway into the unknown life of the south 
side of Chicago.  We ran cross country 
during high school.  He risked hangin out 
with a white kid! 

BFF … BEST friends forever 
Joseph Scriven the hymn writer: 

1. What a friend we have in Jesus,  
all our sins and griefs to bear!  
What a privilege to carry  
everything to God in prayer!  
           2. Have we trials and temptations?  
           Is there trouble anywhere?  
           We should never be discouraged;  
              take it to the Lord in prayer.  
           Can we find a friend so faithful  
           who will all our sorrows share?  
           Jesus knows our every weakness;  
           take it to the Lord in prayer.  
3. Precious Savior, still our refuge;  
take it to the Lord in prayer.  

AS we wait for the day when we can interact with 
love and grace as community … together … in 
person … in the sanctuary … in the loving 
embrace of our community of faith … We are 
praying to God!   Our precious friend … Ease our 
pains / lessen our worries / be our refuge / 
consume our impatience! 
Be my friend oh god! 



Psalm 51: 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
   and put a new and right spirit within me. 
GOD we need you!  LORD Teach Us to Pray:  
Lord, teach us how to let you be our best friend. 
 


