PRAYER
Presence
June 7, 2020
Luke 11: 1-4
Psalm 69:13
The Lord’s Prayer
11He was praying in a certain place, and after he had
finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to
pray, as John taught his disciples.’ 2He said to them, ‘When
you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
3 Give us each day our daily bread.
4 And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.’
PSALM 69:13
But as for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord.
At an acceptable time, O God,
in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer me.

LORD Teach Us to Pray:
Today, we begin a series of Sermons all about
Prayer! Ready for the acronym? These next few
weeks: here we go!
P:
R:
A:
Y:
E:
R:

Presence
Relationship
Ask
You
Every
Repent

LORD Teach Us to Pray:
Lord knows we need to be praying in these days.
•

•
•
•
•

We hunger for God’s Presence as the
transformation of our World consumed with
Racism in personal and systemic ways!
We Seek God’s Presence as we recover from
this Covid-19 Pandemic!
We trust God’s Presence in our daily life!
We cry out for God’s Presence in our grief!
We love God’s Presence when we are broken

LORD Teach Us to Pray:
How do we pray? Ever sat down and told
yourself, “Self, it’s time to pray to God!” Ever
wondered, Oh God, How do I do this? How do I
come into your presence?
Have you ever been asked to pray in public? And
then when you were asked? Did someone then
say, “nice try… you should not have said that!”
LORD Teach Us to Pray: Repeat the Acronym
Anyone remember the Seven Steps to Listening?
StepOne:Stop Talking!The other six don’t matter!
Learning to pray:
it all starts with the Presence

Psalm 69:13 reads:
But as for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord.
At an acceptable time, O God,
in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer me.
LUKE 11:1 JESUS was praying in a certain place,
‘Lord, teach us to pray,

How do you address God? Jesus used the most
intimate from of parent language … He said the
equivalent to Daddy. We hear Father. Maya
Angelou starts with Father, Mother God.
Sometimes we use what is called
Anthropomorphic Language: We attribute
human traits to God.

Our image of God is part of what it means to
come into the presence of God. OUR vocabulary
is not as important as our desire to share life with
God. AND YET we know that God is so much
more than the descriptions that we use.
Remember singing “God of the ages, God near at
hand.” Or “O God our help in ages Past our Hope
for years to come.”
“Immortal, invisible God, God only wise.”
God the ground of all being.
God the ancient of days.
God, Healer, Comforter.
God, the Higher Power
God, All knowing, All loving.
God, The one who was, the one who is, the one
who is yet to be.
Lord God almighty Creator Heaven and Earth.
Psalm 36.7:
How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
All people may take refuge in the shadow of
your wings.
Lord God, in the shadow of your wings we take
our refuge in this blinding world.
Your PRESENCE O God is all we need!
OUR vocabulary is not as important as our desire
to share life with God.
“Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.”
We sing.
Jesus said,” For where two or three are gathered
in my name, I am there among them.’
(Matthew 18:20)
LORD Teach us to pray. And today, you teach us
to focus on your PRESENCE!
You teach us when we read our BIBLE: OPEN
TO PSALM 139! DOG EAR this page! Mark it!
Now read along with me:

Psalm 139
The Inescapable God
1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
3 You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,
O Lord, you know it completely.
5 You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain it.
7 Where can I go from your spirit?
Or where can I flee from your presence?
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there;
if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
9 If I take the wings of the morning
and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
10 even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me fast.
11 If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and the light around me become night’,
12 even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is as bright as the day,
for darkness is as light to you.
13 For it was you who formed my inward parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;
that I know very well.
15 My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.
In your book were written
all the days that were formed for me,
when none of them as yet existed.
17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!
18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand;
I come to the end—I am still with you.
19 O that you would kill the wicked, O God,
and that the bloodthirsty would depart from me—
20 those who speak of you maliciously,
and lift themselves up against you for evil!
21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord?
And do I not loathe those who rise up against you?
22 I hate them with perfect hatred;
I count them my enemies.

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart;
test me and know my thoughts.
24 See if there is any wicked way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.

LORD Teach Us to Pray:
P:
Presence
R:
Relationship
A:
Ask
Y:
You
E:
Every
R:
Repent

