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Ecclesiastes 11: 3,4 
3 When clouds are full, 
   they empty rain on the earth; 
whether a tree falls to the south or to the north, 
   in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie.  
4 Whoever observes the wind will not sow; 
   and whoever regards the clouds will not reap.  

When a tree falls to the south or to the north, in the place where the 
free falls, there it will lie. 

o IF a Tree falls in the forest and no one is there 
to hear it, does it still  make a sound? 

o whether a tree falls to the south or to the north, 
   in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie. 

A few weeks ago we heard the teacher say: 
o Whatever will be will be. 
o “It is what it is.” 
o A generation goes, and a generation comes, 

   but the earth remains for ever. Vs 4 
o What has been is what will be, 

   and what has been done is what will be done; 
   there is nothing new under the sun. vs 9 

It all still remains … Regardless of which way that tree falls. 
Regardless of whether it makes a sound! 

Last week we heard the teacher say: 
o What is now is not what will be! 
o a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from 

embracing;  
o  a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
o a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
o 3For everything there is a season, and a time for 

every matter under heaven: 
Now we hear: 

● When Clouds are full, they will empty rain upon 
the earth. 

● IF a Tree falls in the forest and no one is there 
to hear it, does it still  make a sound? 

● whether a tree falls to the south or to the north, 
   in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie. 

 
“If a tree falls in a forest and no one is around to hear it, 
does it make a sound?” - George Berkeley Philosopher 
 
Borrowing an answer from 2017 because it was so 
good: The answer would depend on your 
interpretation of the word “sound.” If by sound you 
mean the vibration that propagates as an audible 
wave of pressure through air, water, or other 
transmission medium, then the tree does make a 
sound when it falls. However, if by sound you mean 
the sensation perceived by the sense of hearing, then 
the falling tree does not make a sound because no 
one is there to hear it.  

Quantum Physics:  If whatever happens is not 
observed, then it doesn’t exist? 

If a tree falls in the forest and no one posts it on 
FACEBOOK, does it make a sound? 
If a tree falls in the forest and no one’s around, and it 
hits a mime, does anyone care? 

If a husband is talking in a forest and his wife 
does not hear him, Is he still wrong? 

If a tree falls in the forest and no one hears it, maybe 
that’s where your kid should be practicing the drums. 

If a tree falls in a forest and no one is around to 
hear it, The tree just posts about it on social 
media. “OMG! I totally fell over this morning 
and made the LOUDEST noise.  LOL! 

The Teacher, Ecclesiastes teacher is full of wisdom.  
whether a tree falls to the south or to the north, 
   in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie. 

We are hearing a set of verses dedicated to the 
wisdom of generosity and timing.  When clouds are 
full… let it rain… One commentator shares:  When 
accounts are full, let them rain generosity. 
And when is the right time?  Do we watch the wind? 
Let’s observe the clouds, then we can know when to 
sow seeds.  We can reap if there is not rain, but we 
don’t want to start if those clouds are bringing rain. 

3 When clouds are full, 
   they empty rain on the earth; 
whether a tree falls to the south or to the north, 
   in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie. 

What’s the wisdom we hear?  Hebrew Bible Wisdom! 
Exodus 3:  Moses while tending the sheep of his 
father-in-law Jethro… at the Mountain of the Lord, 
Horeb. 
7 Lord said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people 
who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of 
their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 
8and I have come down to deliver them from the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a 
good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and 
honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, 
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites. 9The cry of the Israelites has now come to 
me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress 
them. 10So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring 
my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.’ 
 
IN OUR CURRENT WORLD: 
When a corona virus infects one of us, will it infect all 
of us?  
When suffering is happening, will we feel it? 
When our world breaks, will we know it? 
When our world heals, will we experience it? 

When we say a prayer, Is God Listening? 
When we cry out, is God caring? 

There is no mystery, 
Our faith is clear, 



Our God Observes, Hears, Comes Down to Deliver, 
and sends us! 

3 When clouds are full, 
   they empty rain on the earth; 
whether a tree falls to the south or to the north, 
   in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie. 


