WHAT?
Enjoy it while you can
August 9, 2020
Ecclesiastes 11: 7 – 12: 8
Ecclesiastes 11
7 Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the sun.

8 Even those who live for many years should rejoice in them
all; yet let them remember that the days of darkness will be
many. All that comes is vanity.
9 Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and let your heart cheer you in
the days of your youth. Follow the inclination of your heart and the desire of
your eyes, but know that for all these things God will bring you into
judgement.
10 Banish anxiety from your mind, and put away pain from your body; for
youth and the dawn of life are vanity.
Ecclesiastes 12

1Remember your creator in the days of your youth, before
the days of trouble come, and the years draw near when
you will say, ‘I have no pleasure in them’; 2before the sun
and the light and the moon and the stars are darkened and
the clouds return with the rain; 3on the day when the guards
of the house tremble, and the strong men are bent, and the
women who grind cease working because they are few, and
those who look through the windows see dimly; 4when the
doors on the street are shut, and the sound of the grinding
is low, and one rises up at the sound of a bird, and all the
daughters of song are brought low; 5when one is afraid of
heights, and terrors are in the road; the almond tree
blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along and desire
fails; because all must go to their eternal home, and the
mourners will go about the streets; 6before the silver cord is
snapped, and the golden bowl is broken, and the pitcher is
broken at the fountain, and the wheel broken at the cistern,
7and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the breath
returns to God who gave it. 8 V
 anity of vanities, says the
Teacher; all is vanity.

Listening to the words of the teacher cause us to
pause and reflect and make ready for life!
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher; all is vanity.

What gives you meaning / what motivates you to
be a person of faith? Women/ Men / Girls / Boys
of faith living as God created us!
HOW do we get to the place of the Apostle Paul
as he wrote to Timothy: 2 Timothy 4:
5

As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the
work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.
6 As for me, I am already being poured out as a
libation, and the time of my departure has come. 7 I
have fought the good fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith. 8From now on there is
reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on that day,
and not only to me but also to all who have longed for
his appearing.

THE TEACHER is reminding us to ENJOY it while
you can! Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher; all is vanity.

SO WHAT’S On your list for enjoying life? What
needs to be done soon?
Bucket list ideas:
● See the Northern Lights
● Drive route 66
● Snorkel the great barrier reef
● See the Pyramids of Giza
● Learn another language
● Visit Paris
● See an original Van Gogh painting
● Alaskan Cruise
● Ride in a venetian Gondola
● Golf the old course at St. Andrews
AND/or:
o Learn the alphabet in Sign Language
o Watch the Sunrise and Sunset in one day
o Kiss in the rain
o Bake a loaf of bread
o Hike a new trail
o Sing Karaoke
o Complete a 1000 piece jigsaw puzzle
o Read a classic
o Feed someone in need
o Go 24 hours without internet, television, or
radio

Charlie Chaplin (silent film star said)The best
thing in life is to go ahead with all your plans and
your dreams, to embrace life and to live everyday
with passion, to lose and still keep the faith and to
win while being grateful. All of this because the
world belongs to those who dare to go after what
they want. And because life is really too short to
be insignificant.
THE TEACHER is reminding us to ENJOY it while
you can! Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher; all is vanity.
WHAT makes LIFE MEANINGFUL for you daily?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Wake up early
Eat right
Exercise
Accomplish one big task
Do one thing that you love
Rest effectively
Be present with others
Give to someone else
Nurture your soul
Reset (clear all the clutter of today / for tomorrow’s
fresh start)

How do you maintain your faithful life?
Or:
◻
◻
◻
◻
◻
◻
◻

Pray in the morning
Pray when you eat
Pray at traffic lights
Pray in the evening
Read a bible verse a day
Praise someone
Thank someone

◻ Be kind to as many as possible
Even those who live for many years should rejoice in them
all; yet let them remember that the days of darkness will be
many. All that comes is vanity.

