
STEWARDSHIP mail in those pledge cards please 
THE SUNRISE CHURCH FINANCE TEAM 
 
Nov 8th last parking lot worship / Nov 15 
Grant, O Lord, that we may know you and that 
we may become the servants of others. 
    Take our lips and speak through them 
    Take our minds and think through them 
    Take our hearts and set them on fire. Amen 
 

PAUL, the man/the myth/ the legend 
Gospel Spreader 
November 1, 2020 

Acts 18: 1-4 
ACTS 18: 1After this Paul left Athens and 
went to Corinth. 2There he found a Jew 
named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had 
recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, 
because Claudius had ordered all Jews to 
leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3and, 
because he was of the same trade, he stayed 
with them, and they worked together—by 
trade they were tentmakers. 4Every Sabbath 
he would argue in the synagogue and would 
try to convince Jews and Greeks. 

The Apostle Paul our New Testament letter 
writer has given us Christ for generations!  
   Today, Paul is the GOSPEL SPREADER! 
Traveling / Sacrificing / living / and arguing. 
He did not do it alone though. 
PAUL was clear:  There is STRENGTH IN 
WEAKNESS and HE HAD HELP  
“we are in this together.” 
 
You have heard the tale of the Evangelist who 
was saying that Christians are perfect for 
getting the word of God’s love out to the 
world!  However, Christians are a lot like 
manure.  Put it all in one place and there is a 
bit of stench.  Spread ‘em all around and they 
can do a lot of good! 
 

Strength in Weakness: 
and 

We are in this together: 
Traveling / Sacrificing / living / and arguing. 

He did not do it alone though. 
Paul starts in 2 Corinthians 11 with His 
sacrifice and lifestyle: 
2 Corinthians 11: 
23…  I am talking like a madman—I am a better one: with 
far greater labours, far more imprisonments, with 
countless floggings, and often near death. 24Five times I 
have received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 
25Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I received a 
stoning. Three times I was shipwrecked; for a night and 
a day I was adrift at sea; 26on frequent journeys, in 
danger from rivers, danger from bandits, danger from 
my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, 
danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from 
false brothers and sisters; 27in toil and hardship, through 
many a sleepless night, hungry and thirsty, often without 
food, cold and naked. 28And, besides other things, I am 
under daily pressure because of my anxiety for all the 
churches. 

2 Corinthians 12: 
9but the LORD said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, 
for power is made perfect in weakness.’ So, I will boast 
all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power 
of Christ may dwell in me. 10Therefore I am content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 
calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am 
weak, then I am strong. 

Strength in Weakness: 
and 

We are in this together: 
Traveling / Sacrificing / living / and arguing. 

He did not do it alone though. 
THE POWER of Christ is not accomplished in 
force, manipulation, tyranny, or brutality.  THE 
POWER of Christ is born of weakness. “for 
whenever I am weak, then I am strong.” 
 
Book “Reading Paul” by Michael J. Gorman 
He speaks of how Paul had traveling 
companions.  Paul was not a lone ranger. His 
traveling companions, emissaries, secretaries, 
co-authors for his letters, fellow political 
trouble makers, and other colleagues like 

Barnabas, Silas, Timothy and Remember the 
likes of: Aquila and Priscilla and Lydia. 
 

ACTS 18: 2  Aquila and Priscilla 
And then as he travelled:  

Acts 16: 
11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to 
Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12and from 
there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district* of 
Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this 
city for some days. 13On the Sabbath day we went 
outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there 
was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to 
the women who had gathered there. 14A certain woman 
named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was listening to us; 
she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple 
cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to 
what was said by Paul. 15When she and her household 
were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged 
me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my 
home.’ And she prevailed upon us. 

Strength in Weakness: 
and 

We are in this together: 
Traveling / Sacrificing / living / and arguing. 

He did not do it alone though. 
 

(the P/B/&J pastor?) … 365 days a year find 
him in the Civic Center Park offering paper 
bags to those seeking food. REV. Jerry 
Herships.   And three times a week in the 
evenings in bars… YES … in Bars with folks 
lining up to make P/B/J sandwiches and put 
them in bags! 
Sinners and Saints… Rogue Saints …  
 
Here lies the challenge:  How do you keep 
TRAVELING?  What are you 
sacrificing/living? Where are you arguing? 
And WITH WHOM are you sharing the 
journey and letting them take care of you? 
 


