Grant, O Lord, that we may know you and that we
may become the servants of others.
Take our lips and speak through them
Take our minds and think through them
Take our hearts and set them on fire. Amen

LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS
Nicodemus / Born Anew
February 21, 2021
JOHN 3: 1-6
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader
of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to
him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you
do apart from the presence of God.’ 3Jesus answered
him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom
of God without being born from above.’ 4Nicodemus
said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the
mother’s womb and be born?’ 5Jesus answered, ‘Very
truly, I tell you, n
 o one can enter the kingdom of God
without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is
spirit.

Nicodemus approached Jesus by night! THE
ORIGINAL Nick at Night!?!
We can count on Jesus Christ when we
approach him in the dark. We can trust Jesus
JOHN 1: 5The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.
Nicodemus came to Jesus at night, sneaking off to see
the man behind the miracles.
He was a powerful Pharisee, a member of the
Sanhedrin, the Jewish ruling council. He wasn’t
supposed to mix with the motley lot that followed Jesus.
But Nicodemus had to know: Was the charismatic
Galilean for real?
Jesus’ answers in the Gospel of John are among his
most famous teachings: Nobody can see the kingdom of
God unless they are “born again,” he told Nicodemus.

Writer Joy Buchanan said she found spiritual and
intellectual joy in imagining Nicodemus’ journey from
the Jewish ruling council, to skeptic, to the foot of the
cross.
“I thought it would be neat to explore a possible path
for this guy,” Buchanan said. “What brought him to
Jesus that night to ask honest questions?”
But the story of Nicodemus ends not in darkness but
in light, according to Benedict and other Christians.
After the apostles have fled, it’s Nicodemus who walks
up Golgotha with Joseph of Arimathea on Good Friday,
bringing balm to bury Jesus, in full view of the Jewish
and Roman authorities.
and JOHN 19: 38-42
38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a
disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of his
fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the
body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came
and removed his body. 3
 9Nicodemus, who had at first
come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture
of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds.
40They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the
spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of
the Jews. 41Now there was a garden in the place where
he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new
tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42And so,
because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the
tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

Jesus, we come to because we hear so much
about your love, your power, your grace…
What’s up with that? Certainly, you can’t do
all that without being in touch with the
PRESENCE OF GOD?
NICODEMUS sought out Jesus in
Darkness. What’s your darkness?
Attitudes?
Behaviors?
Addictions?
Thoughts that haunt you?
Self-destructive abusive blaming?
The Idolatry of consumption?
Paralyzing Fear?
What’s your darkness?

Jesus speaks directly to us: Very truly, I tell you,
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born
from above.’

DO YOU SEE THE KINGDOM OF GOD?
There lies our call today. Watch, listen,
observe the Kingdom of God… you know it
when you’ve seen it. You know the intensity
of GOD’S mighty presence when it comes
near!
NICODEMUS came out of that dark
night meeting with Jesus with a bold new way
to see. He began to see the KINGDOM of
God. He began to live … and the LIGHT of
his story is that he showed up in the end…
With Joseph of Arimathea, Nicodemus
assisted in the burial of Jesus body. Faithfully
and boldly / visibly defiant / with faith
triumphant! Light shines in the darkness!
This past Friday was the 3rd anniversary of
the day my Dad, the Rev. Olon Rex Lindemood
died peacefully in his sleep. February 19, 2018.
One of the reasons I miss him so much: My dad
had a rough and earthy way of seeing God’s
kingdom in the world.
“Remember God loves in ways that we don’t and
can’t figure out.” His Obituary read: “A
conversation with Rex would be filled with
challenge and humor.”
One phrase that I remember that I can speak in
church: “Sometimes, God uses manure to make
beautiful things grow.”
My dad’s darkness was his Alcoholism in his
youth. For 69 years he lived sober and in the light
of Christ. That light embolden him to remain
committed to Jesus and to offer grace to those he
encountered. I can see him smile: Manure, it
makes good things grow.” Just show up when is
stinks the worst!

And YES… no one can see the kingdom of God
without being born from above.’

YES! LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS

