Grant, O Lord, that we may know you and that we may
become the servants of others.
Take our lips and speak through them
Take our minds and think through them
Take our hearts and set them on fire. Amen

LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS
Judas / Betrayal
February 28, 2021
Matthew 26:14-16 and 20-25
Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus

14 Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot,
went to the chief priests 15
 and said, ‘What will you give me if
I betray him to you?’ They paid him thirty pieces of silver.
16
And from that moment he began to look for an opportunity
to betray him.
20 When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve;
21and while they were eating, he said, ‘Truly I tell you, one
of you will betray me.’ 22And they became greatly
distressed and began to say to him one after another,
‘Surely not I, Lord?’ 23He answered, ‘The one who has
dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24The
Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one
by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been
better for that one not to have been born.’ 25Judas, who
betrayed him, said, ‘Surely not I, Rabbi?’ He replied, ‘You
have said so.’

Light shines in the Darkness? Really, What about this
Judas.
WHO IS This Judas that is declared evil? Who is this
man who betrayed Jesus in the NIGHT … THE
BETRAYER
Deception
Dishonesty
treason
double-crossing
trickery
unfaithfulness
Judas kiss
let-down
What possible message of hope is there for today?
WHAT possible light for Judas?

departed; and he went and hanged himself. 6 But the
chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, ‘It is not
lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are
blood money.’ 7After conferring together, they used
them to buy the potter’s field as a place to bury
foreigners. 8For this reason that field has been called
the Field of Blood to this day.
9

Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the
prophet Jeremiah,*  ‘And they took*  the thirty pieces of
silver, the price of the one on whom a price had been
set,*  on whom some of the people of Israel had set a
price, 10and they gave* them for the potter’s field, as
the Lord commanded me.’
WHAT possible message of light can come from the
scriptural story of Judas?
ACTS 1:
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers*
(together the crowd numbered about one hundred and
twenty people) and said, 16‘Friends,* the scripture had
to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David
foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for
those who arrested Jesus— 17for he was numbered
among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.’
18(Now this man acquired a field with the reward of
his wickedness; and falling headlong,* he burst open
in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19This
became known to all the residents of Jerusalem, so
that the field was called in their language Hakeldama,
that is, Field of Blood.) 20‘For it is written in the book
of Psalms,
“Let his homestead become desolate,
and let there be no one to live in it”;
and
“Let another take his position of overseer.”
So here we are:
Judas the Betrayer!
Jesus the Savior of the world.
Judas betraying Jesus that he ends up dead.
AND JESUS because of Death brings Life Eternal!

Judas has a bitter end in this life!
(30 pieces of silver)
Matthew 27:
3 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus*  was
condemned, he repented and brought back the thirty

pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. 4He
*
said, ‘I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.’ But
they said, ‘What is that to us? See to it yourself.’
5
Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he

Judas greedy for thirty pieces of silver
Jesus pays the ransom for the sins of the world
Understanding who this Judas is in the salvation story
is beyond me. And the mysteries of life / choices /
destructive evil/ God’s grace / Life eternal /
RESURRECTION LIGHT …. All these things are
beyond my understanding … I am honestly left with

only questions that compel me to cling even more the
GOSPEL of Light.
What questions are we left with?
Did Judas have free will?
Do we have the ability to make our own
choices
Does God use evil for good?
Does let evil happen that good can come of it
What can we learn?
RESIST:
Greed
Zealousness
Betrayal
Forcing the path of the Lord
The Scriptural Story of Judas is not easy. I struggle
finding the LIGHT that shines for Judas. JUDAS is:
Shrouded in evil.
Shrouded in deceit
Shrouded in judgment
Shrouded in pain
Shrouded in hell
Shrouded in the worst
Shrouded in greed
Shrouded in corruption
Shrouded in contempt
And yet, the essence of Jesus Christ salvation is in his
death on the cross.
YES! LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS
Without the actions of Judas Iscariot
There would be no:
NO Garden of Gethsemane
NO “Not my Will but thine be done!”
NO Golgotha Crucifixion
NO “Father forgive them, for they no not what
they do.”
NO Jesus breathed is last
NO They laid is body in the tomb
NO He is not here he is risen
NO Why do you look for the living among the
dead.

Yet in the story of classic Christian Theology that
carries us all into the Glory of EASTER Resurrection
Joy … Happens because of Good Friday death /
crucifixion / murder / capital punishment of Jesus of
Nazareth.
LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS

So speaks our faith.

