
Grant, O Lord, that we may know you and that we may
become the servants of others.
   Take our lips and speak through them
    Take our minds and think through them
    Take our hearts and set them on fire. Amen

LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS
Mary and the Women / Grief
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Matthew 27: 55-61
55 Many women were also there, looking on from a
distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee and had
provided for him. 56Among them were Mary Magdalene,
and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother
of the sons of Zebedee.

57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from
Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple of
Jesus. 58He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus;
then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59So Joseph took
the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 60and laid it
in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He
then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went
away. 61Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there,
sitting opposite the tomb.

Light shines in the Darkness?  Mary and the women at
the foot of the cross of Christ as he died is an image of
deep darkness.  The brutality of this moment is so
clear.  Seeing the light comes because we know the
rest of the story!  Can light shine when grief is
intense?

Today is Palm Sunday,
Mandy Thursday / Passover
Good Friday / death and burial
Holy Saturday
Easter

We know the whole journey of Christ during Holy
Week.  Living in the intensity of grief emotion demands
that we keep the whole picture before us!
Elisabeth Kubler Ross named five stages of grief:

1. Denial
2. Anger
3. Bargaining
4. Depression
5. Acceptance

● Shock and denial. This is a state of disbelief
and numbed feelings.

● Pain and guilt. ...
● Anger and bargaining. ...
● Depression. ...
● The upward turn. ...
● Reconstruction and working through. ...
● Acceptance and hope.

The darkness of grief is not the final word… these
stages are not the Gospel proclamation.
In the intensity of grief Mary and the other Mary were
there, sitting opposite the tomb.

Let’s be careful here… Our faith does not give us
permission to ignore or fixate on the stages:

● Deny the reality of death … mask the hurt and
pain and shock with our faith says NO to all
that!?!?  Faith is not Denial of the truth of
finality of life.

● Anger does not vanish in the frustration and
mistakes and absolute incompetence of living
things!!!

● Faith is not the cosmic Bargain that says …
Lord, if I believe, then take all the pain the
realities of this change away!  Please
REPLACE what we have lost!

● Depression and the feelings of despair do not
get fixed and taken away because we have
faith!  The emotional and physical exhaustion
of loss is to real to vanish just because we
believe!

● Acceptance is instantly ours because we have
the badge of faith.  Our trust and hope in Jesus
Christ is not a magic potion that instantly
makes grief go away!?!?

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

It is directly into the life or grief that the
Gospels take us during Holy Week!

Friends, the Covid-19 pandemic has forever altered
our lives.  The intensity of grief emotions will remain
with us.  Thus we are grieving.  Over half a million
people in the US have died.  Globally, the cost of
human life seems impossible to measure.  We used to
call quarantine restrictions an “interruption of life.”
HOWEVER, we are knowing that more than a year
now, it is more than an interruption.  It is our new way
of living … GRIEF is so real… the waves of emotion
will be with us for some time.

RESURRECTION FAITH is not REPLACEMENT of
what we have Lost … Resurrection faith transforms us
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Holy week demands that we walk the journey
of life and death with Christ. It is painful.  It is real.  It is
undeniable!  It forces us to grieve.  And Grief is as
Dark as it gets!
The Gospels confront that darkness as we proclaim
Jesus Christ.  Constantly whispering and directly
confronting Death … After three days … and on the
third day … I will rise again.  Our faith journey leads us
into the light of Christ’s eternal hope, eternal life
John 1.5:The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.
The dawning of the first day is near.  Can you make
journey of faith?
Next Sunday hear Matthew 28: After the sabbath, as
the first day of the week was dawning, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb.
And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and
rolled back the stone and sat on it.

REMEMBER THE FLASH FOOD DRIVE APRIL 11
SUNDAY AFTER EASTER!


