Grant, O Lord, that we may know you and that we may
become the servants of others.
Take our lips and speak through them
Take our minds and think through them
Take our hearts and set them on fire. Amen

LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS
Peter / Denial
March 7, 2021
Mark 14:29-31 and 67-72

29Peter said to Jesus, ‘Even though all become deserters, I
will not.’ 30Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I tell you, this day,
this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will
deny me three times.’ 31But he said vehemently, ‘Even
though I must die with you, I will not deny you.’ And all of
them said the same.
66 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls
of the high priest came by. 67When she saw Peter warming
himself, she stared at him and said, ‘You also were with Jesus, the
man from Nazareth.’ 68But he denied it, saying, ‘I do not know or
understand what you are talking about.’ And he went out into the
forecourt. Then the cock crowed. 69And the servant-girl, on seeing
him, began again to say to the bystanders, ‘This man is one of
them.’ 70But again he denied it. Then after a little while the
bystanders again said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are one of them; for
you are a Galilean.’ 71But he began to curse, and he swore an
oath, ‘I do not know this man you are talking about.’ 72At that
moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter
remembered that Jesus had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows
twice, you will deny me three times.’ And he broke down and
wept.

Light shines in the Darkness? Peter and his Denial in
the darkness. What light shines in denying Jesus?
First follower of Jesus! Peter!
Mark 1: 16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he
saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the
lake—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them,
‘Follow me and I will make you fish for people.’ 18And
immediately they left their nets and followed him.

The Disciple / first follower of Jesus Christ is one our
heroes! He was so eager at all times:
Jesus enjoyed Peter … remember all that they
shared?
Peter’s name came to be: MATT 16
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?’ 14And they
said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah,
and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’
15He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’
16Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah,*
the Son of the living God.’ 17And Jesus answered
him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter,*
and on this rock* I will build my church, and the

gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.’

Water walking moment? Ye of Little faith!
26But when the disciples saw him
Matt 14:
walking on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is
a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. 27But
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take
heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’
28 Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command
me to come to you on the water.’ 29He said,
‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started
walking on the water, and came towards Jesus.
30But when he noticed the strong wind,* he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried
out, ‘Lord, save me!’ 31Jesus immediately reached
out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of
little faith, why did you doubt?’

Powerful challenge: “get behind me satan.” Matt 16
21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third
day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord!
This must never happen to you.’ 23But he turned
and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind
not on divine things but on human things.’

Foot washing? What? John 13
5Then he poured water into a basin and began to
wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the
towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon
Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash
my feet?’ 7Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now
what I am doing, but later you will understand.’
8Peter said to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’
Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no
share with me.’ 9Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not
my feet only but also my hands and my head!’
10Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed does not
need to wash, except for the feet,* but is entirely
clean. And you* are clean, though not all of you.’
11For he knew who was to betray him; for this
reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’

AND THEN … AND THEN at the Last supper in
the darkness of that evening. Jesus turns to
PETER … before the cock crows twice, you will
deny me three times.

26 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of
Olives. 27And Jesus said to them, ‘You will all become deserters;
for it is written,
“I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep will be scattered.”
28But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.’ 29Peter
said to him, ‘Even though all become deserters, I will not.’

ON THE very night of the Passover meal that the
disciples shared: PETER on that dark night
Peter, in the night

Denial:
Rejected
Repudiated
Disavowed
Renunciation
Contradicted
Dismissed
Repulsed
Peter:
Best friend
Agape … Love the Lord your God with all your heart /
Neighbor and your self! LOVE IS ACTION seeking
the well being for others … generous love… the heart
beat of God … The way you treat the people you can’t
stand … Love your enemies!
Phileo … Friendship
JOHN 21
When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon
Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love (agape) me
more than these?”
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love
(phileo)(Friendship) you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love
(agape) me?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love (phileo)
(Friendship) you.”
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do
you love (phileo) (Friendship) me?”
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third
time, “Do you love (phileo) (Friendship) me?” He said,
“Lord, you know all things; you know that I love
(phileo) (Friendship) you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep”.

At the core of this relationship between Peter and
Jesus was the powerful:
give and take
call and follow
genuine love and grace
frailty and faith
friendship and love
denial and restoration
death and resurrection
Light shines in the darkness!

My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
Refrain:
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand,
all other ground is sinking sand.

