CHRIST IS RISEN
CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED!
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Grant, O Lord, that we may know you and that we may
become the servants of others.
Take our lips and speak through them
Take our minds and think through them
Take our hearts and set them on fire. Amen

LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS
Resurrection Day / Joy
April 4, 2021
Matthew 28:1-10

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb.
2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel
of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back
the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning,
and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards
shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to
the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking
for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has
been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.
7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to
Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for
you.’ 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great
joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met
them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold
of his feet, and worshipped him. 10Then Jesus said to
them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to
Galilee; there they will see me.’

He is not here! He has been raised!
OH YES we respond to Matthew’s Gospel just as the
Marys’ did! … With fear and great Joy, we run to tell
the disciples!
John’s Gospel starts this way:
John 20:1 Early on the first day of the week, while it
was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb
and saw that the stone had been removed from the
tomb.
EASTER Sunday begins while it was still dark… And
then EARTHQUAKE / Lightening … Angel swinging
his feet over the stone that was rolled away …
Resurrection Faith takes our fears and brings us JOY!

Easter is all about the cover of the ROLLING
STONE… ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for
Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been
raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.
We can not say it enough!
CHRIST is RISEN
CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED!
Do you know that story of life itself… We are living it. I am
so ready for COVID 19 to be over … yesterday! Move
beyond it all. Let’s find our way beyond the SOCIAL /
POLITICAL / MEDICAL chaos / disagreement / frustrations
and fears …

EASTER Morning, can you feel it … While it was still
dark… we venture out to the tomb…
Resurrection Faith takes our fears and brings us JOY!

Collectively / Our world / our nation / our church
Individually / My emotions / my family / my health
On EASTER morning … While it was still dark…
What is your darkness? … Be honest today… what
are you most afraid of today? What looms at a tomb
of your fears… While it is still dark … go visit that
darkness!
JOY! … Earthquake! LIGHT! And angel … Fear
NOT! 6He is not here; for he has been raised
WHAT JOY it is to know that we need not be afraid…
Joy indeed.
Resurrection Faith takes our fears and brings us JOY!
Some will remember a dear church member in that I have spoken
of many times. Maybelle Young. She was a matriarch of family in
the church I served. She was quite old. Unable to attend church
services. But she knew every thing that happened in the county,
especially at church. Maybelle, unable to make Church services.
But, she never missed her Hair appointment on Thursdays and
she always … Always watched the Pro-bowling televised on
Saturdays.
Maybelle had asked me to come by her home. The church was
trying to make decisions about building a bell tower for have the
church bell ring every Sunday and other holy days.

She said, sit down pastor.
I did.
She then began to remember. She said that back in the 1960’s…
the Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren Church
merged together as denominations. Our town had both churches.
She had been a Methodist. She remembers that the two churches
made the choice to come together in town. The decided to
become one church. The would sell the Methodist Church
building, and the Evangelical United Brethren church was on Main
Street, They would tear it down and together, BUILD a whole new
church building! She smiled as she remembered.
Then she became serious. She said, Pastor, I was part of the
building committee. The committee was wanting to start new and
not use anything from the old buildings. Thoughtfully she said,
MY Family had given the alter furniture for the Methodist Church.
One evening, I was very outspoken and said, Over my dead
body, we will not be using the furniture that my family gave!

Pastor, that night, the Lord stood at the foot of my bed.
Maybelle was serious.
The Lord spoke to me that night. “Maybelle, some of
my best work happens over a dead body!”
The next day, my husband and I wrote a check for the
amount of the new furniture for the new building.
Pastor… be sure to sleep on any issue when you want to be
stubborn.

While it was still dark, Maybelle listened to the Lord!
FRIENDS, we are coming out of COVID-19… we are
approaching the tomb while it is still dark. … Be
prepared … Resurrection Faith takes our fears and
brings us JOY!

