Grant, O Lord, that we may know you and that we
may become the servants of others.
Take our lips and speak through them
Take our minds and think through them
Take our hearts and set them on fire. Amen

WHAT’S NEXT
New Heaven and New Earth
May 16, 2021
Revelation 21:1
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from
the throne saying,
‘See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.’
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I
am making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for
these words are trustworthy and true.’ 6Then he said to me,
‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning
and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the
spring of the water of life.

WHAT’S NEXT? Now what? As Faith filled people
how are we going to keep living in this world of ours?
What’s next?
Special to Pastor Matt geeking out last week in the
Gospel of John!
Jesus challenging our norms and violating 5 different
levels he crosses:
Gender
Nationality
Race
Religion
Boundary of Sin
Jesus breaks down the barriers. Jesus sends us to
the places that are taboo and offer love and grace.
Thank you Pastor Matt for Geeking out that we might
hear the Power of God’s word to us now.
Today, we open the final book of the Bible. The
Revelation of St. John the divine. Chapter 21 is in the
memory of some who remember scriptures. It is worth
highlighting
I saw a new heaven and a new earth;
‘See, I am making all things new.’
I am the Alpha and the Omega,

As we turn to the Revelation of St. John the divine, we
know that we have experienced something powerful
this past year that takes into the heart of This John
who was in prison on the island of Patmos. From Jail
he was writing hope into the hearts of the faithful.
John in prison on Patmos did not live the
pandemic of Covid 19 in 2020 and 2021,
Instead he lived in the pandemic of the Roman
Emperor, Caesar Domitian. Understand that during
those days if you were a person of faith, you would
die. Christian persecution was at it’s worst. Christians
we fed to the Lions, tigers and bears in the arenas for
entertainment. Christians we tied and nailed to long
poles and dipped in Oil and then set on fire to light the
streets at night.
Into the pandemic of death for faith John was
writing…
I saw a new heaven and a new earth;
‘See, I am making all things new.’
I am the Alpha and the Omega,

John’s hope was for the end of time as they
knew it! The theological big word of the day:
Eschatological Hope! WHEN The END comes,
God is the beginning!
During the pandemic we knew what it would be
like to want the current world to pass away!
I saw a new heaven and a new earth;
‘See, I am making all things new.’
I am the Alpha and the Omega,

The Center for Disease Control has removed the
mask mandate for those who have been vaccinated.
It was as though a bugle sounded and makes the
declaration of a new day!
Tell me? Prior to the pandemic, I want to know who in
2019 prayed:
Lord give me patience.
Lord, please give me time to do all the things I
am too busy to do.
Lord, grant me some peace in all the chaos.
I want to know, Who prayed those things? These
were our prayers in in 2019!
BUT Now… What do we pray now? What’s next?
Do Just we pick up where we left off?
Start where we ended?
Do what we didn’t do the first time?
Over function
Over engage
Withdraw
Shame blame and hate?

I saw a new heaven and a new earth;
‘See, I am making all things new.’
I am the Alpha and the Omega,

Careful what you pray for:
Lord, be in our world … offer your new heaven and
earth!
Make all things new
Be the Alpha and the Omega …
Lord, when we become weary with the best of our
lives, forgive us.
Lord, Hear our prayers of thanksgiving and praise
now!
Lord, we live in your world now, keep alive in your
Gospel truth.
Lord, keep us defiant of the culture of SHAME /
BLAME / HATE / and finding someone else
responsible for what’s wrong.
Lord, help us stand in the moments when justice and
hope are visable!
Lord, grant us the best of every relationship.
Lord, give us the courage to have time for anyone
encounter who needs hope, love, care.
Lord, let us see now and hear now beyond the prison
of an island called Patmos:
‘See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.’
‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning
and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the
spring of the water of life.

Gratitude to William Farley Smith who adapted
and gave us the words to this African American
spiritual song:
Swing Low sweet chariot
Swing real low … and swoop us up …
And carry us into our heavenly home!
I’m sometimes up, I’m sometimes down, coming for to
carry me home,
Still my soul feels heavenly bound,
Coming for to carry me home.

Next week: Jesus Said what: a series about Jesus’ difficult
and awkward teachings

