O Lord our God, Open our hearts and our minds
by the power of your Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures
are read and your word proclaimed, we may hear with joy
what you have to say to us today. Amen

Jesus Said What?
Talents
Matthew 25: 14-30
The Parable of the Talents
14 ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another
two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went
away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off at once and
traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one
who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had
received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master’s money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves came and
settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the five
talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you
handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” 21His
master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter
into the joy of your master.” 22And the one with the two talents also came
forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have
made two more talents.” 23His master said to him, “Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you
in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 24Then the one
who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I
knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and
gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and
hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” 26But his
master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap
where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought
to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would
have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from
him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have,
more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

JESUS SAID WHAT? We do what with out Talents?
Hidden talents
I have many hidden talents.
"Like what?"
I wouldn't know, they're hidden.
AT MY SCHOOL TALENT SHOW AND DUDE SAYS
“Before I begin, I want to make sure this mic is
working”
“If your name is Michael, please stand up”
Then a couple dudes stand up
And he goes “That concludes the mike check”
Humor … is not a talent … And talent Talents as we
know the word h as we know them have nothing to do
with this parable of Jesus!
Here is why:

Traveling, going on a journey, in the ancient world was
dangerous and time consuming. To be on a journey
might mean that the traveler may never return. So… it
was customary for persons of influence to entrust what
they have to those near them.
There lies the set up for why the gifts of Five
measures of currency, Two measures of currency, and
On measure of currency. (New Revised Standard
Bible: Talents. New International Bible: Bags of
Gold. The Message: Thousands of dollars. King
James Bible: Talents
THE MESSAGE:
24 "The servant given one thousand said, 'Master, I
know you have high standards and hate careless
ways, that you demand the best and make no
allowances for error.
25 I was afraid I might disappoint you, so I found a
good hiding place and secured your money. Here it is,
safe and sound down to the last cent.'
THE NEW INTERNATIONAL:
24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold
came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard
man, harvesting where you have not sown and
gathering where you have not scattered seed.
25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in
the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’
The Ancient world was primitive. Primitive in multiple ways. This passage
is not intended to offer a biblical reason for anything resembling master
and slave culture. And it was absolutely wrong when it was used in such a
way as to perpetuate the ownership of people. An evil shadow of an
ancient world that must be left behind. All that is good, All that is loving, All
that is of the Lord God Almighty rejects the ownership of another person!

Two praised
One scorned … fear!
Fear 524 / Afraid 216
Jesus has a way of confronting our values…
Isn’t there something amiss with this teaching of
Jesus?
Matthew 25 is rich with wisdom from the ancient world:
Parable of the 10 Bridesmaids / Parable of the Talents
/ The Judgment of the Nations.
John Killinger: “Jesus is God’s answer to the problem
of a bad reputation.”
Reconciliation through Jesus Christ rescues us from
our fear of God. Fear of God is the distortion of
evil. Jesus rescues us from our fears. God is not
watching us that we might make a mistake and then
punish us!
Jesus warns us in this parable to live as though life is
a gift and a glorious gift offered that we might live into
the risk of using what God has granted us.

No … God is watching us to the right things!
Be prepared
Make the best of who we are and what have
Pay attention to everyone around us and the impact of
our actions … and the impact of our lack of action!
Rev. Mike Slaughter speaks of the way to live into
God’s miracles:
Risk forward!
Fail forward!
Pray forward!
Leaning into the future rather than being held captive
by our fears!
To be motivated by fear rather than faith is outside the
values of the Kingdom of God.
---------------------------------------------------------------------Fanny Crosby lost her eyesight at age six. She
overcame and is one of our most famous sacred
music authors: “Safe in the Arms of Jesus,” “Rescue
the Perishing,” “Blessed Assurance,” “The Bright
Forever,” “Savior, More Than Life to Me,” and “Pass
Me Not, O Gentle Savior.”
Blessed Assurance takes us to the place that is all
about sharing our story … Multiplying our witness to
the Love of Jesus Christ our savior … this is our Story,
this is our song!
Blessed Assurance
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.
Refrain:
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long;
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.
2. Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love.
(Refrain)
3. Perfect submission, all is at rest;
I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love.
(Refrain)

