O Lord our God, Open our hearts and our minds
by the power of your Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures
are read and your word proclaimed, we may hear with joy
what you have to say to us today. Amen

Jesus Said What?
Rich Fool
Luke 12: 13-12
The Parable of the Rich Fool
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my
brother to divide the family inheritance with me.’ 14But he
said to him, ‘Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator
over you?’ 15And he said to them, ‘Take care! Be on your
guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not
consist in the abundance of possessions.’ 16Then he told
them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, “What should I do,
for I have no place to store my crops?” 18Then he said, “I will
do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and
there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say
to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” 20But God said to him,
“You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of
you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they
be?” 21So it is with those who store up treasures for
themselves but are not rich towards God.’

JESUS SAID WHAT?
Who said “One’s life does not consist of the
abundance of possessions?” I always heard, “the one
who dies with the most toys whens!”

There is a legend story of a performance given in
Munich, Germany 1931, The Bavarian National Opera
House. The Performance was by Karl Valentino in the
style of what was called: “THE METAPHYSICAL
CLOWNS.” (much like Charlie Chaplin)
The curtain rises and the stage is bare except for one
circle of light. The actor appears and begins
searching for something precious that he has lost.
Eventually, a policeman walks up and speaks: “Have
you lost something?”
“THE KEY to my house. If I do not find it I cannot go
home tonight.”
The policeman joins the search with intensity.
Eventually asks: “Are you sure you lost it here?”
“Oh No! I lost it over there.” Pointing toward the
darkened portion of the stage.
“Then why on earth are you looking here?”
“Because there is no light over there.”
IN the audience that night was Samuel Miller the Dean
of the Harvard School of Divinity. He wrote that the
experienced awakened something in him. The
awareness that what he saw was exactly a profound
symbol of human misguidance. He witnessed “To look
for something where it doesn’t exist is the ultimate
formula for disappointment.”
Johnny Lee wrote a song lyric:
I was lookin' for love in all the wrong places
Lookin' for love in too many faces
Searchin' their eyes
Lookin' for traces of what I'm dreaming of
‘Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of
possessions.’
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Two parts of the Jesus moment in the Gospel of Luke:
First the request from the crowd, ‘Teacher, tell my
brother to divide the family inheritance with me.’

And Jesus responds.
The second part is the Parable of the Rich Fool.
Let’s start with this request: ‘Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the family inheritance with me.’
Jesus responds with: ‘Friend, who set me to be a judge or
arbitrator over you?’

Ancient world ways of dealing with inheritance:
This could be one of the clearest rebukes of Jesus:
‘Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of
possessions.’

Jesus said what? Now why would he go and say
something like that?

Then he told them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man
produced abundantly. 17And he thought to himself,

Yes the second part of this encounter with Jesus is the
parable of the Rich Fool…
Remember … the man was Rich, his land produced
abundantly! … He says to himself … Self … I have
not place to store all this crop. I will tear down my
current barns and build BIGGER barns to store the
abundance of this harvest. 19And I will say to my soul,
Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax,
eat, drink, be merry.”

RELAX, EAT, DRINK, BE MERRY!
Let me quote the Rev. Dr. John Claypool: “This is
precisely the kind of person our culture would single
out as a real success! But Jesus, a Galilean peasant
who had virtually nothing to call his own, declared this
way of living profoundly foolish.”
WHY Foolish Jesus … What did you say?
FOOLISH…

1 Foolish because ONE: No amount of material wealth
can give a human being security against all the
uncertainties.
2 Foolish because TWO: Storing up more misses the
genuine delight that comes from gratitude! Profound
gratitude, primal grace, the already wealthy man was
given more, beyond deserving!
3 Foolish because Three: Upon receiving more, this
foolish man was barren of generosity.
FOOLISH because this human being existed in the
absolute opposite ways of God’s actions:
AS GOD created the heavens and the earth, God
created human beings in God’s own image! IN the
abundance of creation God offers all of creation to
humanity!
But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life
is being demanded of you. And the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?” 21So it is with those who
store up treasures for themselves but are not rich towards
God.’

One wise old sage described a dream of the afterlife.
In the dream there was an opportunity to visit the
underworld and the heavens. All who had died, in the
dream, all people had stiffened elbows. They could
not bend their arms.
When the dreamer visited HELL, there was terrible
agitation and conflict. Everyone had two loaves, and
because they could not bend their elbows they were
stricken in hunger as they could not feed themselves.
The misery was unspeakable!
The dreamer was then taken to HEAVEN. The same
affliction. Stiffened arms and loaves of bread. BUT as
they could not feed themselves with stiffened elbows,
they could feed others.
Generosity – a willingness to give – Was finally the
difference between Heaven and Hell!
Precisely the alignment with the parable Jesus tells
us.
Jesus said what?

Take Time to Be Holy
Text: William D. Longstaff, 1822-1894
A biographer wrote of William Longstaff: William’s
Father was a wealthy ship owner in England. William
inherited his father’s fortune, so money was never a
problem for him.
It seems as if God and singled out Longstaff to receive
the message and commission for his life. He attended
church one day and the sermon was preached by a
missionary from China. The missionary chose 1 Peter
1:16: “Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”
The biographer continues: Although Longstaff was a
businessman and very wealthy, this sermon struck a
chord in his heart. He could not get the sermon out of
his head or his heart, and he was convicted of his sin
and accepted Christ into his life. Dedicated himself
that day to do the will of God. He became a financial
contributor to the Salvation Army, Dwight L. Moody
revivals.

1. Take time to be holy,
speak oft with thy Lord;
abide in him always,
and feed on his word.
Make friends of God's children,
help those who are weak,
forgetting in nothing
his blessing to seek.
2. Take time to be holy,
the world rushes on;
spend much time in secret
with Jesus alone.
By looking to Jesus,
like him thou shalt be;
thy friends in thy conduct
his likeness shall see.
3. Take time to be holy,
let him be thy guide,
and run not before him,
whatever betide.
In joy or in sorrow,
still follow the Lord,
and, looking to Jesus,
still trust in his word.

4. Take time to be holy,
be calm in thy soul,
each thought and each motive
beneath his control.
Thus led by his spirit
to fountains of love,
thou soon shalt be fitted
for service above.

