O Lord our God, Open our hearts and our minds
by the power of your Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures
are read and your word proclaimed, we may hear with joy
what you have to say to us today. Amen

Jesus Said What?
One of the least of these
Matthew 25: 31-46
The Judgement of the Nations
31 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered
before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right
hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right
hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was
a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing,
I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”
37
Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?
38
And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked
and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison
and visited you?” 40And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family,
you did it to me.” 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you
gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not
visit me.” 44Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not
take care of you?” 45Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as
you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.”
46
And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life.’

JESUS SAID WHAT?
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”
“Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the
least of these, you did not do it to me.”
When Hungry? When Thirsty? When a Stranger? When
Naked? When Sick? When in prison?
WHEN?
TOP TEN PARABLES OF JESUS on the globe! AND THE
REASON many Christians venture / adventure and become
missionaries and why we work so hard to cover everyone
we can: we have our check list: Hungry / Thirsty / Stranger
/ Naked / Sick / in Prison.
Listen, we are not to be motivated by fear of punishment!
Listen, we are called to pay attention to all around us.
Can you listen closely for How this parable is not intended
to scare the Hell out of us … but instead to motivate us
toward the heavenly JOY! This may not be about our
specific actions, BUT RATHER about our posture of LOVE.

CS Lewis … Need-love verses Gift-love
Need-love is a vacuum!
Gift-love is an artesian well!
Jesus calls us into living counter to our culture! The
culture calls us to keep our identity first. Watch out for
number one! “WHAT’S in it for me!”
Brian Tracy wrote:
Successful people are always looking for
opportunities to HELP OTHERS.
Unsuccessful people are always asking,
“WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME?”
“The true measure of a woman is how she treats
someone who can do her absolutely no good.”
Ann Landers
“Ask less often, “What’s in it for me?”
And ask often, “What’s in me for it?”
Dr. John Ed Mathison
Jorge Casca:
It’s not about YOU or your business YOUR Business
It’s about THEM
Understand your customer: it is all about them!
Remember “Customer driven?” … a business
principle. The question is … Who in this world is not
your customer?
Sorted to the right … it happens naturally… Gift Love
On the left … to manipulate! Had we known!
NEED-LOVE … we will take care of others because
we need them as part of our resume’ and our
credentials of faithfully living the LAW of God in this
world! NO!!!
Jesus is giving us a preview of the final test … not to
scare the Hell out of us, but rather to grow in the
direction of Heavenly Joy!
Discovering ourselves as created not as Need-love
creatures but rather as Gift-love believers.
The Parable of the Lost Sheep
Mt18:10 ‘Take care that you do not despise one of
these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their angels
continually see the face of my Father in heaven.
12
What do you think? If a shepherd has a hundred
sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not
leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in
search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it,
truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the
ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the
will of your Father in heaven that one of these little
ones should be lost.

Jesus’ spoke into the ancient world: it was common for the
landowner to separate the sheep from the goats at night:

… Sheep can stay outside when it is cold … Goats
come inside. Sheep on the right / goats on the left:
To be a sheep:
PAUL wrote the familiar words: Romans 8:
31 What then are we to say about these things? If
God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us,
will he not with him also give us everything else?
33
Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It
is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is
Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is
at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for
us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ?
Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written,
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’
37
No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This Parable is all about identity not surface behavior.
We are sheep
We are not goats
You see the Greatest of All TIME is not measured in
actions …
We are measured in our commitment and humility
before our Lord as sheep loving the shepherd:
Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—
they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
my whole life long.

(Tiger cub separated from it’s mother at birth
Tiger is raised by goats … believes itself to be a goat.
Until the moment when another tiger comes and helps
the tiger look into the water… see who you really are!
TS Elliot … Christ, the Tiger… shows us our true
nature … Gift-love creatures)
Or Rabbi instructing students in the village story …
what is the lesson to be learned?

Jesu, Jesu Written by Tom Colvin Missionary in
Ghana offering the words of a native folk song
Kneels at the feet of his friends,
silently washes their feet,
Master who acts as a slave to them. Refrain
Jesu, Jesu,
Fill us with Your love,
show us how to serve
The neighbors we have from You.
Neighbors are rich folk and poor,
neighbors are black, brown, and white,
neighbors are nearby and far away. Refrain
These are the ones we should serve,
these are the ones we should love;
all these are neighbors to us and you.
Loving puts us on our knees,
serving as though we are slaves:
this is the way we should live with you.
Jesu, Jesu,
Fill us with Your love,
show us how to serve
The neighbors we have from You.

