O Lord our God, Open our hearts and our minds
by the power of your Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures
are read and your word proclaimed, we may hear with joy
what you have to say to us today. Amen

Jesus Said What?
Pharisee and Sinner
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Luke 18: 9-14
The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax-Collector
9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in
themselves that they were righteous and regarded others
with contempt: 10‘Two men went up to the temple to pray,
one a Pharisee and the other a tax-collector. 11The
Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, “God, I
thank you that I am not like other people: thieves,
rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax-collector. 12I fast
twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.” 13But the
tax-collector, standing far off, would not even look up to
heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, “God, be
merciful to me, a sinner!” 14I tell you, this man went down
to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt
themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves
will be exalted.’

JESUS SAID WHAT?
Two prayers in the temple that day:
“God, I thank you that I am not like other people:
thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this
tax-collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all
my income.”
And
“God, be merciful to me, a sinner!”
And Jesus said about the sinner:
14
I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather
than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled,
but all who humble themselves will be exalted.’

JESUS SAID WHAT?
Rev. Dr. John Claypool
“Let’s underline what each of us can take away
from this story for our own growth. Parables,
remember, are about us, not about others. They
are mirrors, not portraits of other people.”
Jesus is tough to please!
Pharisees were are good people!
Tax – collectors were not good people!
Consider this: The Pharisee had a past and no future:
The tax collector had the opposite: no past to brag about,
but a genuine promise of a better future.
O God, I am glad I am not like other people who sin…!?!?!
COMPARED TO WHAT?

Well, what have you done for me lately?
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Would often conclude a message
with this prayer:
“O God, I ain’t what I ought to be, and I ain”t what I am
gonna be, but by Your grace, I ain’t what I used to be.”
Matthew 7:
1‘Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. 2For with
the judgement you make you will be judged, and the
measure you give will be the measure you get. 3Why do
you see the speck in your neighbour’s* eye, but do not
notice the log in your own eye? 4Or how can you say to
your neighbour,* “Let me take the speck out of your eye”,
while the log is in your own eye? 5You hypocrite, first take
the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to
take the speck out of your neighbour’s* eye.
Luke 6:
32 ‘If you love those who love you, what credit is that to
you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33If you
do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to
you? For even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those
from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again.
35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting
nothing in return.* Your reward will be great, and you will be
children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful
and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful.
37 ‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you
will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will
be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the
measure you get back.’
“We never know enough about each other to judge.”

It Is Well with My Soul
The United Methodist Hymnal Number 377
Text: Horatio G. Spafford
1. When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll;
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.
Refrain:
It is well with my soul,
it is well, it is well with my soul.
2. Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
let this blest assurance control,
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
and hath shed his own blood for my soul.
(Refrain)

3. My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!

My sin, not in part but the whole,
is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
(Refrain)
4. And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be
sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
the trump shall resound, and the Lord shall
descend,
even so, it is well with my soul.
(Refrain)

