O Lord our God, Open our hearts and our minds
by the power of your Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures
are read and your word proclaimed, we may hear with joy
what you have to say to us today. Amen

Jesus Said What?
Like Children
Luke 7: 31-35
31 ‘To what then will I compare the people of this
generation, and what are they like? 32They are like children
sitting in the market-place and calling to one another,
“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not weep.”
33For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and
drinking no wine, and you say, “He has a demon”; 34the
Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say,
“Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors
and sinners!” 35Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated by all
her children.’

JESUS SAID WHAT?
We all wish we could be like children!
Remember you imagination at play
Remember pretending to be at a party with music and
dancing
Remember inviting others to join the dance! Inviting
adults to come and pretend and sing and dance and
play!
Remember when the adults would not / did not / want
to dance!
So, the play turns to a different type of Party! A wake /
a funeral!
Remember wailing.
Remember weeping.
Remember seeking the adults to join in the emotions?
NO ONE ELSE WOULD JOIN in the fun … the
imaginative play of being adults in the passages of life
with Parties and Funerals.
Jesus says that all of us do the same thing with our
Faith: John the Baptist came and he lived in the
desert, didn’t eat what we eat, did not drink what we
drink. He smelled of living in the desert and was rather
disgusting to be around. And you say: “He has a
demon”; Eventually, we declared him evil as he was so
different and demanded so much of us to repent and
be baptized.
And Jesus goes on and speaks of the Son of man…
referring to himself: He eats and he drinks and now
you say: “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of

tax-collectors and sinners!” Never satisfied are we when

God’s messengers, God’s own son, God’s direct voice
comes our way!
To be like children is the path that restores and can
remove all our blame and shame!
John Claypool expresses that we find ourselves
aligning with those who Jesus Speaks to in this pithy
little sound byte of wisdom. It appears that we choose
to live in a chronic state of dissatisfaction!
We refuse to celebrate
We refuse to feel
We refuse to know the joy of God’s amazing Grace!
We refuse to hear the promise of Jesus Christ to walk
with us into the kingdom!
We simply refuse what the Lord has to offer!
Remember the legend of the family who was
picnicking along a river. They had dressed up and put
on their finest to have a family picnic. Mother had
prepared all the children with hats to keep them from
being sunburned, packed a picnic basket with the
finest goodies, fried chicken, potato salad, baked
beans, cole slaw, and a cherry pie, and even golden
brownies!
As the family was sitting down for the picnic, they
instantly became aware that one of the boys had fallen
in the river. He was crying out that he could not swim.
He was thrashing and going under. He was loosing in
his struggle against the water. The family was
paralyzed and began to cry out for help. A man down
stream jumped in and pulled the boy out of the water
rescuing him from certain drowning!
As the boy and the Man walked toward the family, the
mother runs toward the boy and falls on her knees and
hugs him, kisses him and puts her hands on his face
and head and then suddenly stops, her joy is gone.
She looks up at the man, and sternly she says:
“He had a hat! Where is his hat!”
And we feel the chronic dissatisfaction consume us…
You love us Lord. You are here to save us Lord …
Well, were is our hat?
WE had a hat!
Chronic Dissatisfaction! Is that our state of being?
We, you can be more! We, you can live more
complete than our chronic state of dissatisfaction! We
can! You will!
We are called to KNOW CHRIST, MAKE HIM
KNOWN, SERVE CHRIST BY SERVING OTHERS

INSTEAD:
We will celebrate
We will feel the spectrum of emotions
We will know the joy of God’s amazing Grace!
We will hear the promise of Jesus Christ to walk with
us into the kingdom!
We simply will welcome what the Lord has to offer!
We experience the challenge to laugh and dance with
strangers
We are called to seek out new relationships
We are aware that love for others doesn’t mean that
we judge them.
We are asked to love the unlovable
Clothe / feed / visit / sing

NEXT STEP MINISTRIES! WELCOME TO
SUNRISE: Summer Staff living with us for the
summer:
Anne,
Lauren,
Madi,
Kristen,
Taylor,
Jake,
Justin!
Welcome home.

John E Bode’s hymn “O Jesus, I Have Promised was
once so popular that the bishops in the church of
England consider banning it from being sung by the
newest confirmed Christians. The words are
empowering and uplifting and grant us courage with
our faith… we are called to live beyond our
Chronic State of Dissatisfaction! O Jesus, I have
Promised to serve thee to the end!
Give me Grace to Follow my Master and My Friend!

O Jesus, I Have Promised
The United Methodist Hymnal Number 396
Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874
1. O Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end;
be thou forever near me,
my Master and my friend.
I shall not fear the battle
if thou art by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if thou wilt be my guide.
2. O let me feel thee near me!
The world is ever near;
I see the sights that dazzle,
the tempting sounds I hear;
my foes are ever near me,
around me and within;
but Jesus, draw thou nearer,
and shield my soul from sin.

3. O let me hear thee speaking
in accents clear and still,
above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will.
O speak to reassure me,
to hasten or control;
O speak, and make me listen,
thou guardian of my soul.
4. O Jesus, thou hast promised
to all who follow thee
that where thou art in glory
there shall thy servant be.
And Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end;
O give me grace to follow,
my Master and my Friend.

