LAST WEEK!
Ms Jen / Ms Sarah / Ms Gweyneth
Mustard seed faith as they endured during the pandemic!
And thank God almighty for
Ms Lacy and Ms Gabby and Ms Brittany!
O Lord our God, Open our hearts and our minds
by the power of your Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures
are read and your word proclaimed, we may hear with joy
what you have to say to us today. Amen

MORE THAN ONE WAY TO SPELL
Pray / Prey
August 22, 2021
Luke 11: 1-4
He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his
disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.’
2
He said to them, ‘When you pray, say:

Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
3 Give us each day our daily bread.
4 And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.’
Matthew 22: 15
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what
he said.
Mark 14: 1-2

Remembering the wisdom in having a relationship with
almighty God that came first into the world as an
infant… Prayer is to an infant … Or pray to the
cosmic Wizard of Oz … THE Cosmic Vending
machine?!?!?
Or as Donna Bischoff who rode into the Appalachian
hills as a missionary used to say: “Pray as though God
alone is responsible to everything that happens and
needs your prayer to make it so… AND Live as
though God needs only you to make certain that all
things happen.”
Mike Slaughter, Pastor would say… every miracle has
two parts: Divine intervention and human initiative!
Six types of prayer:
1. Blessing and Adoration
2. Petition
3. Intercession
4. Confession
5. Thanksgiving
6. Praise
Prayer …The Lord listens to all our random thoughts.
No need for it to be in a category! Psalm 77?

It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread.

The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to
arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him; 2for they said, ‘Not during the
festival, or there may be a riot among the people.’

THERE IS MORE THAN ONE WAY TO SPELL THE
WORD Pray / Prey
Words that sound the same but are spelled differently
can bring insight to our faithful life. We can grow in
our spiritual lives as we discover the differences.
Pray and Prey,
These two words sound the same but are spelled
differently. Our faith will grow as we awaken to the
importance of knowing which word we are using!

TO PRAY: awaken a conversation with God
TO PREY: is to offer predatory faith to our own ends!
TO PRAY is to discover Jesus teaching us to pray: 
TO PREY is to understand the intensity of the chief
priests, the scribes and the Pharisees.

Pray / to converse with God
Developing a relationship with the our Lord
through intentional conversation / dialogue /
collaboration

Prey / predatory spirituality
Weapon-izing our faith to our own selfish
desires.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=atBg9zLI2bA
I haven't been to church
Since I don't remember when
Things were going great 'til they fell apart again
So I listened to the preacher as he told me what to do
He said you can't go hatin' others
Who have done wrong to you
Sometimes we get angry, but we must not condemn
Let the good Lord do his job, you just pray for them
I pray your brakes go out runnin' down a hill
I pray a flower pot falls from a window sill
And knocks you in the head like I'd like to
I pray your birthday comes and nobody calls
I pray you're flyin' high when your engine stalls
I pray all your dreams never come true
Just know wherever you are, honey, I pray for you
I'm really glad I found my way to church
'Cause I'm already feelin' better
And I thank God for the words
Yeah, I'm gonna take the high road
And do what the preacher told me to do
You keep messin' up, and I'll keep prayin' for you

PREDATORY PRAYERS:

BLAME AND SHAME
Judgment and Retribution
The conflict wheel shows that at the two extremes are:
YOU are dead to me / and I am unworthy to
participate
Neither extreme is helpful!
To pray is to listen and call upon the Lord to offer
healing grace guidance and hope
Not to be a predator toward another: LORD IF ONLY
YOU WOULD JUST CHANGE THE heart / mind /
actions of that other person!

Pray and Prey,
These two words sound the same but are
spelled differently. Our faith will grow as we
awaken to the importance of knowing which
word we are using!

Can PREY be tenacity? Tenacity toward God as the
persistent widow before the unjust judge?
18Then Jesus* told them a parable about their need to
pray always and not to lose heart. 2He said, ‘In a
certain city there was a judge who neither feared God
nor had respect for people. 3In that city there was a
widow who kept coming to him and saying, “Grant me
justice against my opponent.” 4For a while he refused;
but later he said to himself, “Though I have no fear of
God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this
widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so
that she may not wear me out by continually coming.”
’* 6And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge
says.
7
And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who
cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping
them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them.
And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith
on earth?’

Sweet Hour of Prayer
The United Methodist Hymnal Number 496
Text: William Walford, 1772-1850
1. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!
that calls me from a world of care,
and bids me at my Father's throne
make all my wants and wishes known.
In seasons of distress and grief,
my soul has often found relief,
and oft escaped the tempter's snare
by thy return, sweet hour of prayer!
2. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!
the joys I feel, the bliss I share
of those whose anxious spirits burn
with strong desires for thy return!
With such I hasten to the place
where God my Savior shows his face,
and gladly take my station there,
and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer!
3. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!
thy wings shall my petition bear
to him whose truth and faithfulness
engage the waiting soul to bless.
And since he bids me seek his face,
believe his word, and trust his grace,
I'll cast on him my every care,
and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer!

An old Cherokee elder is teaching his
grandson about life:
“A fight is going on inside me,” he said to the
boy.
“It is a terrible fight and it is between two
wolves. One is evil–he is anger, envy, sorrow,
regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt,
resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride,
superiority, and ego.”
The elder continued, “The other is good – he is
joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility,
kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity,
truth, compassion, and faith. The same fight is
going on inside you–and inside every other
person, too.”
The grandson thought about it for a minute and
then asked his grandfather the elder: “Which
wolf will win?”
The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one you
feed.”

