
1.  THANK YOU PASTOR MATT and the staff for 

these past six weeks.  YOU made it possible for 

Dena and I to journey on ROUTE 66 Chicago to 

Santa Monica. Thanks to all of you for your prayers 

during our journey.  Living a few weeks without 

knowing what day of the week it was. 

2. Here in time for SUNRISE 2.0 STEWARDSHIP 

Sunday.  Our pledge cards we will bring forward 

soon. 

3. The eve of All Saints Day… today.  This next week, 

we will be remembering our saints of all the ages. 

 

O Lord our God, Open our hearts and our minds 

 by the power of your Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures 

 are read and your word proclaimed, we may hear with joy 

what you have to say to us today. Amen 

 

THOU SHALT 

Love Thy Neighbor 

October 31, 2021 
Leviticus 19:18 

You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any 

of your people, but you shall love your neighbour as 

yourself: I am the Lord. 

 

Matthew 19:19 

Honour your father and mother; also, You shall love your 

neighbour as yourself.’  

 

THOU SHALT love thy neighbor.  So the King James 

Version of the Bible might read! 

 

Jesus brings the commandment to Love thy Neighbor 

… doesn’t seem right that love be commanded!  

Resistance is futile… you will be assimilated … Loving 

thy neighbor 

 

A bit like: 

 

The family road trip when my dad, Rex would say… 

We have come all this way and you will enjoy, you will 

have fun, you will behave, and we will love each other! 

 

 

Loving our neighbor is one of those things Jesus said 

that we all know… we know it so well… do we pay 

attention? 

So cliché:  do we even pay attention much less live 

the truth of the gospel core!?!? 

 

YOU DON’T LOVE GOD IF YOU DON’T LOVE YOUR 

NEIGHBHOR  video 
YouTube Video at 4:01 to the 5:04 mark. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IR2rpVd5Lwo 

 

Rhonda Vincent and here blue grass band 

 

Oh you don't love God 

If you don't love your neighbor 

If you gossip about him, if you never have mercy 

If he gets into trouble, and you don't try to help him 

Then you don't love your neighbor 

And you don't love God 

 

There's a God Almighty, and you've got to love him 

If you want salvation and a home on high 

If you say you love him while you hate your 

neighbor 

Then you don't have religion, you just told a lie 

Oh you don't love God 

If you don't love your neighbor 

If you gossip about him, if you never have mercy 

If he gets into trouble, and you don't try to help him 

Then you don't love your neighbor 

And you don't love God 

 

Oh you don't love God 

If you don't love your neighbor 

If you gossip about him, if you never have mercy 

If he gets into trouble, and you don't try to help him 

Then you don't love your neighbor 

And you don't love god 

Then you don't love your neighbor 

And you don't love god 
Songwriters: Shorty Sullivan / Thomas Coley 

 

 

Matthew 19:19 

16 Then someone came to him and said, ‘Teacher, 

what good deed must I do to have eternal life?’ 17And 

he said to him, ‘Why do you ask me about what is 

good? There is only one who is good. If you wish to 

enter into life, keep the commandments.’ 18He said to 

him, ‘Which ones?’ And Jesus said, ‘You shall not 

murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 

steal; You shall not bear false witness; 19Honour 

your father and mother; also, You shall love your 

neighbour as yourself.’ 20The young man said to 

him, ‘I have kept all these; what do I still lack?’ 

21Jesus said to him, ‘If you wish to be perfect, go, sell 

your possessions, and give the money to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, 

follow me.’ 22When the young man heard this word, 

he went away grieving, for he had many possessions 

 

JUST LIKE JESUS to ask for one more thing … our 

faith is demanding …  

 

Thou shalt love thy neighbor 

 

C. S. Lewis and Leslie Wheatherhead agree as they 

examine four point to this loving our neighbor: 

Two negative and two positive: 



1. First, this doesn’t mean we have to like our 

neighbor. 

2. Second,  Loving our neighbor doesn’t mean 

blinding ourselves to their faults. 

3. Third, we must act as though we liked our 

neighbor.  Act as if … we like them … 

Wheatherhead and Lewis agree that the path 

to loving requires something more hypocritical 

and dis-ingenuous tolerance.  Authentic act as 

though we like them. 

4. Finally, We are helped to love our neighbor by 

the way our God loves us!  

 
If you are debating whether or not to shovel 

the snow in your neighbor's driveway... 

Ask yourself, "would they do the same for me?" 

 

If the answer is no, do it anyways out of the 

kindness of your heart. 

 

If the answer is yes, go back inside. 

 

 

Might we find ourselves using loving our neighbor as 

some sort of manipulative skill to justify our lack of 

real, genuine, authentic faith. 

 

Thou shalt love thy neighbor 

 

Sunrise 2.0 

The stewardship campaign … is part of this you do 

know that? 
you shall love your neighbour as yourself: I am the 

Lord. 

 

Our pledge cards are part of the miracle of generosity 

that will keep Sunrise Church true to our mission that 

is at the forefront of loving our neighbors. 

 

We know the mission statement.  It is in our bones: 

OUR MISSION IS KNOWING CHRIST, MAKING HIM 

KNOWN, SERVING CHRIST BY SERVING OTHERS. 

 

Our generosity is the funding of the commandment!  It 

is a sacrifice to love our neighbor.  It is a sacrifice to 

invest in the ministry and mission of Christ at Sunrise 

Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


